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Prominent County
Man Dies At Home
Near Here Saturday
Funeral Services Held Yes¬

terday For Mr. W. H.
Edwards

William H. Edwards, prominent
county ctiizen and a pioneer in the
culture of tobacco in this section
of Eastern North Carolina, died at
his home here last Saturday night
at 10 o'clock following a compara¬
tively short period of declining
health Suffering with a stomach ail¬
ment, Mr. Edwards was forced to his
bed last Friday, a week ago, the
end coming gradually and peace-
ably. About twenty years ago. Mr.
Edwards underwent an operation in
a Richmond hospital. Since that
time and until early this fall he
enjoyed good health.
The son of the late John Henry

and Pattie G. Edwards, he was born
in Vance County 66 years ago. About
the close of the last century he
moved to this county as one of the
pioneers in the culture of tobacco
in eastern North Carolina, and his
early work proved a foundation for
one of this county's foremost crops.
In those pioneering days, his ser¬
vices were much in demand and he
worked night and day teaching our
farmers how to cultivate and har-i
vest tobacco. .'

After a short stay.in Beaufort
County where he supervised the cul¬
tivation of tobacco on a large scale,
he settled permanently in this
county, marrying Miss Annie E.
Taylortabout 1902

In his adopted community he was
soon recognized as a valuable and
upright citizen During the years he
lived, worked and mingled with the|
and advice were eagerly sought, and.
people of this section his frendship|
he gained the admiration of every¬
one. In the home he was a thought-
ful husband and father, and he
walked honorably before his fellow-
man, giving willingly of his means
in supporting the better things in
life. In addton to hs valuable work
as a pioneer in the cultivation of to¬
bacco, Mr Edwards, through his
friendliness and upright character
enriched the heritage for others
He was a good man and a valuable
citizen, one who had lived peace¬
ably with his fellowman and one
who had shared willingly with oth¬
ers.
The large attendance upon the

last rites at the home yesterday
morning at 11 o'clock gave silent evi¬
dence of the high esteem in which
he was held in his adopted commun¬

ity. Elders B. S. Cowin, A. B. Ayers.
and William E. Grimes conducted
the services and interment follow¬
ed in the Taylor family plot, near
the home

Besides his widow, Mr Edwards
is survived by two sons, Messrs.
John Henry and William Hewitt Ed¬
wards, and one daughter, Miss Ruth
Taylor Edwards He also leaves
three brothers, Messrs. E M. Ed¬
wards, of Henderson r T. G. Ed¬
wards, of Durham and A. E. Ed¬
wards, of Richmond, and four sis¬
ters, Mrs. J C Edwards, of Ports¬
mouth; Mrs D. L. Tinsley, of Rich¬
mond; Mrs. Alice Rooker, of Nor-
lina, and Mrs. Annie Paschall, of
Henderson.

Schools Will Get
Cheap Electricity

Meeting in session Monday, the
Martin County Board of Education
accepted a contract with the Vir¬
ginia Electric and Power Company
carrying a flat rate of 2 cents a kilo-
watt for light and power used in the
schools served by the company's dis¬
tribution system. The new contract
will effect a saving of several hun¬
dred dollars during each year, it
was pointed out.
The board yesterday effected a

change in the holiday schedule, Su¬
perintendent J. C. Manning an¬

nouncing that the schools will close
on Tuesday, December 20, instead of
on the 21st as previously scheduled.

Plans for addition to the colored
high school building in Williamston
were tabled at the meeting when it
was definitely learned that fire reg¬
ulations could not be met in con

structing the addition without ex¬

ceeding a $4,000 appropriation.
All members of the board, Messrs.

E. H. Ange, Joe Martin, George C.
Griffin, J D. Woolard *hd J. W. Eu-
banks. were present for the meet¬
ing.

.Mr. P. E. Getsinger, of Farm Life,
was a business visitor here this
morning.

Urge Everyone To Take Part
In Christmas Joy Movement
With a greater task before them

this holiday season than last year,
sponsors of the Christmas Cheer
movement are directing an urgent I
appeal to the people of the town to

cooperate in brightening the dark
corners in numbers of local homes
at Christmas time. Time is limited
and the work is great, the sponsors
pointing out that immediate action
must be taken if there is to be a

speck of happiness m many homes
this Christmas season.
A complete survey of underpriv¬

ileged families is being carefully
made, and while it is not finished the
early findings indicate that the
drive will be taxed heavily this
year. Don't wait for someone to ap¬
proach you in person for aid; join
in the drive today.
Beginning Friday afternoon at

three o'clock, the Boy Scouts under
the direction of Scoutmaster Horace
Ray and Professor D. N. Hix will

canvass the town for discarded toys
and other articles that can be con¬

veniently spared. The sponsors do
not ask the parents to rob their own
children, but to merely bundle up
those toys and articles that have
been discarded but which may prove
useful in bringing happiness to oth¬
ers.

A large cash fund will be neces¬

sary for the purchase of a few sta¬
ple groceries and fruits. It is hoped
that Williamston people will respond
and not wait for a personal canvass.

In setting up its organization to
handle the huge task, the Kiwan-
ians named James C. Manning, chair¬
man, and John Goff, John Hardy,
David Hix, Zack T. PiepTVoff antt
Bill Manning, assistants. The club
and its committee welcome sugges¬
tions and will appreciate any and
all support accorded the movement
to bring a spark of happiness to the
hearts of quite a large number of
little tots, and a few old persons too.

Secondary Roads Get
Attention In County
[^BENEFIT MATINEE ]

An opportunity for children
of the community to share in
the Christmas joy movement
was arranged yesterday when J.
W. Watts informed the cheer
committee that he would run a

children's matinee on Thursday
of this week.
A new toy will admit any

child, but when an old toy is of¬
fered for admittance it is to be
accompanied by a nickel.

After effecting the arrange
menU for the show the commit¬
tee announced that the canvass
for toys and other articles
scheduled for tomorrow after¬
noon would be made Friday af¬
ternoon.
The Dlonne quintuplets will

be shown in their best picture,
"Five of a Kind," with Jean
Ilersholt. Claire Trevor and
Caesar Romero.

Machinery Set Up
For Holding Crop.

Control Election',
Polls Will Be Open From

8 to 5 in Eleven
Districts

Machinery for holding the second
tobacco-cotton referenda has been
set up in this county, the farm
agent's office announcing this week
that the polls will be open from 8 a.

m to 5 p. m. on Saturday, December
10. in eleven districts.

It is estimated that there are 4,-
000 eligible to vote in the tobacco
referendum and around 1,800 in the
cotton election Last March, Martin
County favored the tobacco control
program by a vote of 3,740 to 40,
and gave the cotton plan a vote of 1,-
718 to 16. Indications are that this
county will again liberally support
the control program, but possibly
by not so large a majority
Any farmer growing tobacco in

1938 whether he be tenant or land-,
lord is entitled to vote for the to¬
bacco program, but there will be
no absentee voting or any by proxy
The tame regulations are in effect
for the vote in the cotton referen-

(Continued on page six)
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Accept Positions With
Fertilizer Company

Messrs. Howard Earp and Glenn
Norman, young county men, have
accepted positions as salesmen for
the Smith-Douglass Fertilizer Com¬
pany in this county, Mr. J. W.
Rhodes, of the company's Washing¬
ton office, announcing the appoint¬
ments this week.
Mr Earp. star shortstop for thejMartins for * number of years. wHi

center his activities east of the Rob-<
ersotivjlie territory, and Mr Nor¬
man will handle the area west of
Robersonville.
Both of these young men are well

known throughout the county and
will start work immediately with
the popular fertilizer manufacturers.
Mr. Norman will maintain headquar-

Iters .in Robersonville and Mr Earp
will be located in Williamston.

Ask Commissioners
To Push Appeals For
Better County Roads
County Board Holds Its

First Meeting of
New Term

Secondary roads in this county
tire receiving more attention than
they did a few weeks ago, but there
is great need for more improvement,
the Martin County commissioners
in regular session Monday were told
by representatives of the board of
education Some of the roads have
been bushed, it was pointed out.
Convinced that this county has

probably the worst secondary roads
of (iny county in this section, many
citizens have raised their voices in

complaint durng recentweeks. They
did not like the cool answer re¬

ceived from a division engineer, and
several delegations were planning to
appear before the county commis¬
sioners and urge that a second ap¬
peal be directed to the authorities in
Raleigh. The membership of the
county board of education appeared
as spokesmen for groups throughout
the county. No action was taken by
the commissioners and it could not
be learned whether a second appeal
would be directed to the state high¬
way commission
Complaints ahnnl the narrow

roads have been received in num¬

bers and regularly for months, by
county authorities, and recently the
conditions were called directly to
the attention of highway authorities
in Raleigh.
Other than the discussions center¬

ing around the condition of second¬
ary roads and a resolution request¬
ing the State commission to 'ake ov¬

er and maintain the Wart Neck
road from Dardens to the North
Carolina Pulp Company plant, the
meeting of the commissioners was

given over to routine matters com¬

mon to the first day of a new term.
J. E. Pope was again made chair¬

man of the group. D. E. Johnson was

unanimously named county solici¬
tor. E. S. Peel was reappointed coun¬

ty attorney at $100 for one year.
John Bland was reappointed super¬
intendent of the county home for one

year. :

Bonds were reviewed and accept-

deputy clefk of court, sheriff and
deputy sheriff, treasurer, county ac¬

countant and collector of the Insolv¬
ent tax list.

S. H. Grimes was appointed col¬
lector of insolvent taxes for the
year 1937 and prior periods.

All the commissioners, Messrs. R.
A. Haislip, C. Abram Roberson, R.
L. Perry, C. C. Fleming, and J. E.
Pope, were present for the meeting.

HOLIDAYS
All Martin County schools

will suspend classes on the af¬
ternoon of Tuesday, December
20, for the Christmas holidays,
it was officially announced fol¬
lowing a meeting of the Martin
County Board of Education Mon¬
day. The schools were scheduled
to close on the 21st until the
authorities ordered a change.

Holidays will end on Monday
morning, January 2, it was an¬
nounced.

Application Made
To Open Livestock
Auction Mart Here

...
Board Will Confer With

Health Office Before
Taking Action

Application for a permit to open
and operate a livestock auction mar¬

ket on Washington Street here was

made to the local town board of com¬

missioners last evening by Messrs.
Sid Mobley and Henry Johnson.
Pending a conference with board of
health officials and a further study
of the proposed business, the author¬
ities delayed action on the applica
tion. The possibilities of lvestock
auction market were discussed, and
the town officials expressed them¬
selves as favoring the project if all
sanitary requirements can be met
Further developments in the plans
for opening the market are expect¬
ed shortly.
New fire districts were establish

ed and restricted building areasT
were set up in a special ordinance
passed by the board at its regular
.meeting last evening. The fire dis¬
trict was extended out Washington
Street to the intersection of Pearl
Street. The ordinance was passed on
condition that a fev,' changes be
made in the restricted areas, a de-
SCriptiop wbifh will hn rnlminnd
shortly.
Special town automobile tags for

firemen will be donated the mem¬
bers of the volunteer company
the board ordered.
A request for lifting meat market

restrictions was before the board,
but the problem was tabled tempor¬
arily.
A report on the financial condi¬

tion of the firemen's relief fund was
ca 1 led for by the board
East Academy Street residents for¬

mally filed a request for a street
light in their section. The spokes¬
man, Mr. B. S. Courtney, pointed
out that four families are already
living on the new street and that at
least two others were planning to
build here within the near future,
The purchase of $40 worth of

Jilinds tu close in_lhe tower around
the town's balking clock was order¬
ed.
The Christmas street lights will be

installed on Thursday of this week
and turned on the following night,
the board was informed.

Last Kites Are Held
For Alonza Hadley
Saturday Afternoon
Well-known County Farmer

Dies Few Days After
Paralytic Stroke

Funeral services were held at the
home in Bear Glass Township last
Saturday afternoon for Alonza D
Hadley, well-known farmer and|
pro/hinent Martin County citizen
Kev. J. M, Perry, Christian minister;
of Robersonville, conducted the last
rites at the home at 2 o'clock. Inter¬
ment was in the family plot on the
home farm in the Macedonia com¬
munity of Bear Grass Township.
The son of the late William J

and Aarah Peel Hadley, he was
born in this county 63 years ago.
When a young man he married Miss
Nellie Harrison, who survives with
three children, Claude L. Hadley, of
Beaufort County; Mrs. Marvin Jones
and Miss Maude Hadley, both of|
this county. He also leaves two bro-
thers, Messrs. Weeks and Thaddeus,

kIIfv Hitfl one sister N4rs fjoliit>
Rogerson, all of this county. Five
grandchildren also survive him.

Mr. Hadley was a successful far¬
mer, but had experienced failing
health during the past two years or

more, suffering high blood pressure
and complications. Last Tuesday
evening about seven o'clock he was
driving his cow along the highway
when the animal suddenly turned
into the road and was struck by a
car driven by a Washington Coun¬
ty school man. Apparently worried
and excited by the accident, Mr
Hadley suffered a stroke of paraly-
SlS, and fell into the arms Of.his
brother, Mr. Weeks Hadley. He was
removed to his home, a short dis¬
tance away, and lapsed into uncon¬
sciousness about five hours later.
Gradually his condition grew worse,
the end coming last Friday morning
at 7:30 o'clock.

Mr. Hadley Joined the church at
Macedonia a number of years ago
and had many friends throughout

^his section of the county.

Edna Lee Mizelle Gets Nothing
In $50,000 Damage Suit Against
Norfolk Southern Bus Company
Tobacco-Cotton Farmers To
Decide on Control Saturday
Cotton and flue-cured tobacco s

farmers will go to the polls Satur-
day, December 10. to decide whether
they want marketing quotas again
in 1939. The voting will be by secret

set up by County AAA Committees
and separate ballots will be cast for 1
each crop. \

It will be nation-wide referenda s
and the total vote of farmers in all \
states will determine whether the I
marketing quotas will be in effect \
next year. A two-thirds majority of c

approval is required for the quotas t
to become effective. 1

All growers of flue-cured tobacco
in 1938 and all producers of cotton i
with a staple length of less than 1 1-2 i
inches this year are eligible to vote. 1
Each grower will have only one i

vote, even though he operates two <.
or more farms. 1

In explanation of the referenda, t
E Y Floyd, AAA executive officer t

it State Got lege, said the Secretary
)f agriculture is required under the
1938 farm law to call for votes on

narketing quotas when the supply
if cotton, or tobacco, or both reaches
i cretain level. Such is the case
low

Marketing quotas are designed to
ceep supplies more closely in line
vith demand, Floyd said. Quotas al¬
io serve as a protection to farmers
vho plant within their acreage al-
otments. Without quotas producers
vho overplant their allotments may
iefeat the efforts of those who try
o .adjust tlie supply tu the demand,
le pointed out.
Cotton loans will not be available

jnless marketing quotas are ap-
>roved, Floyd reported. "Farmers
lave only to remember that they
.an sell as much cotton and tobac-
.o over a period of years with a pro-
jram as they can without a pro-
jram; statistics nrove this," du» AAA
officer concluded.

County-wide Meeting
Here for Control Plan
Broome Will Speak
In the Courthouse
Wednesday Night

.

Anti-Control Forces Hard
At Work To Defeat

Program
With the opposition advancing a

concerted attack this week, propon¬
ents of the crop control program are

staging a counter-attack in this coun¬

ty this week, the campaign for the
movement to reach a climax in the
county courthouse here tomorrow
evening at 7:3(1 o'clock when John
Broome, member of the State agri¬
cultural adjustment administration
com,mittee, will discuss the problem
to be settled by tobacco and cotton
farmers at the polls ori Saturday of
this week
B B.Suggs. Greenville tohaccon-

lst, will also appear on the program
and a capacity crowd is expected to
attend. An interesting meeting is as¬

sured, and the general public is in¬

vited and urged to attend.
While interest is being centered on

the county-wide meeting, proponents
of the program are turning to the
communities with their appeals for
a program that is being regarded as

the lifesaver for eastern North Car¬
olina farmers.

Last Friday night, nearly 150 far¬
mers met in the Jamesville school
auditorium to discuss the program.
The general theme of the meeting
was that in control lies about the
only salvation for the farmer. Agent
Tom Brandon spoke and David Mod-
lin briefly addressed the group. Far¬
mers Fleming, Stallings and Daven¬
port made short talks in behalf of
the program, and others expressed
themselves in favor of crop control.
There was some evidence of opposi-

program is expected there.
Large crowds greeted the cam¬

paigners at Farm Life and Bear
Grass last evening. About 150 far¬
mers gathered at Bear Grass where

(Continued on page six)

MEETING

A meeting of architects, con¬

tractors, realtors, lumber deal¬
ers and others are to meet In
the courthouse here Thursday
under the ausplcas of federal
Housing Administration offi¬
cials, Mayor J. L. Ilassell an¬
nounced following advices re¬
ceived from FHA officials in
Oreensboro.

Representatives from the
State FHA office will discuss
the new FHA program.

Details for the meeting have
not yet been completed, Mayor
Haaaell said.

!r.. HOLDING HIS OWN1v >

According to late reports com

in# from his bedside in a Nor
folk hospital. I>r. Jos. A. Kason,
local physician, was holding his
own. It was stated that pos¬
sibly his condition was sightly
improved, but he continues
critciully ill, the message added.
The popular phvalclsn was

carried to the hospital Satur
day.

County Officers
Start New Term
Monday MorningI * ~

Installation Ceremonies At¬
tract Very Little

Attention

.Installation -ceremonies, mai king
the beginning of another term for
most of Martin County's officers, at
traded very little attention in the
list of events scheduled at the
ty courthouse Monday morning. Jus¬
tice of the Peace J L. Hassell open¬
ed the exercises at 9:15 when he
heard Clerk of Court L li Wynne
swear to uphold the two constitu¬
tions and perform the duties of the
office to the best of his ability
Sheriff C. B. Roebuck, sneaking in
for a four-year term after he and]
all the sheriffs were nominated and'
elected for period just about half,
that long, was next to take the oath,
of office, Clerk Wynne administer¬
ing the oath.
The swearing exercises attracted'

no attention whatever when the
clerk administered the oaths of of
flee to the county commissioners in

a group. Functioning as a new board
the commissioners, Messrs. J E.
Pope, K A Haishp, C. C. FlcmingT
R. L Perry and C. A. Roberson,
perfected its reorganization by re¬

electing on the motion of Commis¬
sioner Roberson, J. E. Pope chair¬
man. L). Elphonsa Johnson, recom¬
mended by a majority vote in the
last June primary, was appointed
solicitor of the Martin County Re¬
corder's court. The young man im¬
mediately subscribed to the oath of

(Continued on page six)

Eleven Cases Reportable
Diseases In November

Eleven cases of communicable
diseases were reported in this coun¬

ty last month, the number of whoop¬
ing cough eases leading the list.
There was one diphtheria case in
Dardens, a chickenpox case in Rob-
ersonville and a scarlet fever case

in Williamston. The eight whooping
cough cases were reported, one in
Jamesville, four in Bear Grass and
three in Griffins Townships.

Jury Debates Case
An Hour To Mark
Kml Ola-Da\ Trial

Lawyers Argue During the
Greater Part Of

A Day
The $50,000 claim advanced by

Edna Leo Mizelle, young county
white girl, against the Norfolk-
Southern Bus Corporation and J. T.
White, -bus driver, was knocked into
a cocked hat in superior court last
Saturday afternoon when the jury
discredited the evidence offered by
the plaintiff and rendered a verdict-
favoring the defendants. After de¬
liberating the case for 59 minutes,
the jury brought an end to the no¬
torious trial at three o'clock after
large audiences and goodly numbers
of witnesses from two counties had
spent the greater part of three days
listening to the sordfd evidence that
was boldly offered before a mixed
courtroom.

Alleging she had been carried on
through Jamesville, her destination,
to Columbia and raped at the point
»»f a pistol by White a year ago this
month, counsel for the plaintiff of¬
fered the last of its testimony early
Friday afternoon. E S Peel opened
the argument before the jury. H. G.
Morton opened for the defense and
he was followed by W L. Whitley,
Plymouth attorney representing the
Defendant White. Judge W H S.
Burgwyn recessed court at-nine that
night until Saturday morning when
Attorney Hodman continued the
argument for the defense; He Way
followed by H. S Ward of the plain¬
tiff counsel.
A greater part of the evidence

was reviewed by one side or the
other, and the speakers blared forth
in voices that could he heard for
blocks in pointing trttf the fallacies
in the evidence offered by one side
or the other.
Judge Burgwyn summed up the

evidence in a very short time con¬
sidering the lengthy testimony and
turned the case over to the jury in
the early afternoon Saturday.
On the first ballot the jury was

said to have stood I t to 1 in favor
of the defendants. Fifty nine min¬
utes later, the jury stood 12 all for
the defendants and announced its
verdict accordingly.
Only two questions were answer¬

ed, both of the :msu.ors being in the
negative, as follows

Did the defendant wrongfully
carry plaintiff by its.station in
Jamesville on the night in question
as alleged in complaint?
"Did defendant White, wrongfully

assault plaintiff in her room in Col¬
umbia as alleged in the complaint."

In all the mass of evidence offer¬
ed, it was not determined who ear¬
ned the plaintiff to Columbia on
that December night nearly a year
ago, but the jury satisfied itself that
the defendant, White, did not.
The judgment entered in the court

(Continued on page six)

Mrs. Hyman Cowin
Dies In Bear Crass
Mrs Mary Jane Cowin, highly re-

ship, died at her home there at four
o'clock yesterday morning following
a long period' of declining health.
Her condition became suddenly
worse just a short time ago when
she was forced to her bed, the end
coming gradually
The daughter of the late Redmond

and Crissie Harrison Cowin, she was
born in this county 69 years ago, liv¬
ing in the neighborhood of her birth
all her life. Her husband, Hyman
Cowin, died in February, 1934, Mrs.
Cowin was a follower of the Primi¬
tive Baptist church, and was held in
high esteam.by all who knew her,
and enjoyed a large circle of friends
in the community. She was the last
member of her family
Three sons, Messrs. W. G , Joe and

John H. Cowin, all of this county,
survive.

Funeral services are being con¬
ducted at the late home this af¬
ternoon at two o'clock by Elder A.
B. Ayers. Interment will follow in
the family plot on the home farm.


