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Reviews Activities of Martin County Health Department
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Gaining in Importance

!lncal medical profession cooperated
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For the first time in Martin Coun-

applicants examined were found to
have defective vision and were de-
nied the privilege of driving the
school children. The grand jury in-
vestigated this procedure and com-
mended the health department for
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the general report, as follows:

pllEE o Thesé mothers. The reduc-
tion of the maternal and infant mor-

the health department,
A special exhibit was prepared for

1938, with a total of 328 sanitary pri- |

:‘I&; possibility of establishing a pas

rization plant. This was the tirst | by _after delivery

| nel and parents.

was | V18 installed. This project was dis- | meeting of the dairymen ever held, | Supervision of the infant and pre | Supervision of the health of adults

this

tion- of the general—heglth o6l

The year, 1939, has completed the
first full calendar year for statisti-
cal data from the Martin County
Health Department. and it has been
a year of successful public health
work. Advancements have
made in every phase of our work,
and these have come aboul espec-
ially from the splendid cooperation
of the personnel of the department,
the board of health, and the general
public. The Martin County Board of
Commissioners, the Enterprise Pub-
lishing Company, and many interest-
ed individual citizens of the county
deserve due credit for their stimu-
lating encouragement in the promo-

been |

tality is the chief concern of
clinic. An additional M. and 1. center
| Was approved for Jamesville with
services to start the first of 1940, The
lncal physicians also assisted in the
conduction of this clinie

Efforts were made for the estab-
lishment of a birth control clinic for
| the county, but so far this program
| has not been carried out. It is now
pending the decision from a spon-
iOTing agency

Nine meetings were conducted for
mstructing the 32 midwives in the
county. These midwives were exam-
ined and issucd certificates after
fi

instructions were given A+t

the Martin County Fair and
located in a booth for public dis-
play. The booth showed the clinic
set-up for the treatment of syphilis,
a telebinocular for the examination
of eyes, and an exhibit on dental
care.

A 16mm motion picture showing
the different phases of public health
work in Martin County was started
but was unfinished at the close of the

(Continued on page six) X

| continued due to the sgarcity
available WPA labor
During the fummer a sanitation [future mectings

campaign was carried out by the| Vital Statisties

towns of Hamilton and Williamston| There were 625 live births and 14
for the elimination of breeding places | stilllbirths reported during the year,
for flies, gnats and rats, The coopera- | with 151 deaths from all ciuses
tion of all merchants in these towns | Deaths from communicable diseases
was oblained in keeping back lols | Were as follows:  tuberculosis, 16
free from garbage and high weeds, | diphtheria, 3, and whooping cough 1
and in the promotion of general | Of the reportable diseases syphilis
cleanliness

zation of these men was planned for

oL LIt was-so-successful that an ofgani- [ =choob ehild through home visits and |
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Supervision of the health and ha [

the first time, and whooping cough
next with 236 new cases, There werye
20 cazes of diphtheria and five of
searlet fever

ception of syphilis, which shows an

was first with 283 cases reported for | inerease of cases reported.

This shows a marked |
reduction in these specific discases |
over the previow year, with the ex- |

especially in regards to prevention
and retardation of those diseases
specific to adult life

Teaching and demonstration of the
| prevention and control of commun-
wable diseases including tuberculo-
sis, syphilis and gonorrhea in clin-
ez, conferences and homes.

Supervision of midwives

Assisting with tuberculosis, vener-
val disease, maternity and infancy,
(iand immunization clinies, pre-school

'and school examinations.
e

tha

people.

This report covering the major
phases of our activities for the year
is not intended as a statistical report
but as an explanation of the princi-
ple programs carried out. The report

—witt—be tsted under (he several |

heads:

Ci icable Di Control

A number of years previous to this
organized clinies for the mass im-
munization of the public against ty-
phoid fever had been established.
This year clinics were set up in ev-
ery seclion of the county for the im-
munization of both colored and white
for complete immunization against
typhoid fever and diphtheria. The
total number of persons receiving

tection agaInst y- |

phoid—were-8178,and-for diphtheria
1647. There were 2124 successful
smallpox vaccinations given and it
is now estimated that better than 95
per cent of all children in the ele-
mentary grades have been vaccinat-
e¢d against this disease. This is par-
ticularly noteworthy since there is
no law of compulsory vaccinalion in
the county.

Conscientious efforts were made
through newspaper articles, nursing
visits, quarantine of communicable

Pa henith—urst fromtheStne
Board of Health was assigned to this
department for six weeks for this
work

Pre-Schooi and School Hygiene

Pre-school elinies were conducted
|in all the white schools for the ex-
amination and immunization of all
children entering school for the first
time in 1939, This service included
the examination of 148 white chil-
dren and notification to the parents
of dny physical defects noted.

The health officer examined 3707
gehool children for physical defects
and this constituted the first -com-
plete examination of all children in
the first, third and sixth grades. Out
of 2314 children examined 70 per
cent were found to have physical de-

focts, and about 70 per eent of those
with defects were found 16 bé from
preventable causes, It was estimated
that the cost of these preventable de-
fects in repeating grades was  over
$25,000 per year. Since the beginning
of the fall term of school the chil-
dren in all the elementary grades of
the white schools, except the first
grade, were given visual tests, The
results of these tests will be given in
a special report

Whooping cough was responsible
| for more absences , than any other

n
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- We made this statement

. .. now we repeat it in print

diseases, and by personal interview [ communicable disease. An epidemie
to stimulate more adequate reporting | of pink eye swept through the Wil-
of contagious diseases. These efforts | liamston and nearby schools but was

produced good resulls, but they are!

still not adequate.

A tuberculosis clinic  was mun
tained the first of the year with 354
persons attending and from these
341 were given X-ray examinations
through the cooperation of the State
Tuberculosis Sanatorium and the
sale of Christmas seals. Nursing ser-
vice was rendered o every case of
tuberculosis reported.

Venereal Disease Control

The most outstanding achievement
for the year was the increased ser-
vice and control of syphilis. An ad-
ditional part-time nurse and clerk
were added to the staff and paid from
funds through the Federal Venereal
Disease Control Act. During the year
9015 individual treatments were
given for syphilis, free of charge,
and Lblood tests for the disease
were en. The average number of
treatments per patient was 28. The

short-lived—— Phe nutrition of the
| ehildren as a whole was fairly good.
A dental program was carried out
in the white schools by a dentist
from the ‘Division of Oral Hyglene.
| 2069 inspections were made, with
| 1058 prophylactic treatments given,
and 1072 children received treatl-
ment for dental caries. A four weeks
| program was approved for dental
work in the colored schools but no
colored dentist was available for this
week. This four weeks' program,
having been paid for, will be added
to this service during 1940,

An illumination survey was made
of the classrooms in many of the
schools, but since 80 many were en-
tirely without artificial illumination
there was no use in continuing this
service. However, a report of the
conditions found was mailéd to the
members of the county school
board,
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66 A GOOD MANY confusing things can be
said...in fact sometimes are said...about gaso-
line. The important thing, however, for you to
remember always is to buy the product of a
company in which you have the utmost confi-
dence...a company whose avowed policy is to
manufacture and sell only the finest products
that skill, science, and great resources make
possible,

Good Gulf and No-Nox, are today greatly im. —

“This is the policy of Gulf. Its gasolines,

"THAT_GOOD_GULF L Uk A _GULF-NO-NOX———

proved over what they were even six months
ago . . . just as six months ago they were even
better products than they were the year be-
fore. All this is done as a matter of course, and
it is the result of forever keeping pace with
every known means of product improvement.

“With Gulf the policy of constantly im- &
proving the quality of its products is a pledge ¢
.+ a pledge that you motorists will find main-
tained whenever you stop at the Sign
Gulf Orange Disc.99 ——

of the .

.. & regular-priced motor fuel that

... & super-fine fuel that no regular-

- | & TRAY TR
SCIHHENLIY

srton Whishey
’

grade gasoline —regardless-of the
¢laims made for it—can touch for
anti-knock value, No-Nox gives
lightning-like starts . .. permits
more rapid acceleration ... delivers
smooth, knockproof power under all
normal dx:iving conditions.

compares favorably with many
higher-priced gasolines. Because it's
refined to meet the specific needs of
the locality in which it is sold, That
Good Gulf Gasoline gives complete
satisfaction in power, mileage, and
smooth, all-around performance,.

Now . .. new
. . . improved
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NEW YORK, N.Y




