
Review ofPopulation In Martin County
First U. S. Census
Listed Only 6,080
People in County

Population Increase Grad¬
ual Down Through the

Years Since 1790

An interesting story is bound
up in the census figures for Mar¬
tin County from 1790 on down
through the years to 1940, war

and possibly disease being re¬

flected in the population trends
for the century and a half.
Coming mostly from the courv

ties to the east, the early settlers
hardly were of sufficient num-1
bers to be counted and it was not
until 1790 that the first official
United States count of heads was

effected. The population had a

fairly good start at that time, but
the upward trend was frequently
halted during the first century.
In 1790 there was a total of 6,080
persons in this county, divided:
as follows: 4,095 white, 96 free
colored and 1,889 slaves. The fol¬
lowing decade reflects marked
changes, but the story is not com-

plete and the decrease in the
white population from 4,095 to 3,-
660 cannot be explained here
While the white population was

undergoing a decrease, the num¬

ber of free colored persons was
almost doubled, but there was 5
loss of about 100 in the number
of slaves. Possibly yellow fever or

some other disease struck the
county or the section became too
crowded and the pioneers moved
out some over 500 strong during

the period. Half thousand or even
a thousand could go and come

now, but the shift either way
would hardly be noticed. Certain¬
ly, back in those days when eight
per cent of the population shift¬
ed within a ten-year period, the
shift must have been marked and
quite noticeable. The reduced
number of slaves in the 1790-1800
period is reflected in the increase
in the number of free colored
people.
After recording a loss in 1800,

the census shows a gradual re¬

capture of the lost pilgrims dur¬
ing the next 20 years, but by 1830,
the county was rearing young'uns
and buying slaves. The population
count that year exceeded 8,500,
but ten years later the census re¬

veals a serious decrease. The hand
of fate apparently entered the pic¬
ture during the 1830-1840 period
and dropped the population fig¬
ures to 7,637, the decrease being
reflected among the white and
slaves while the number of free
colored jumped to a new high
figure. Twenty years later, the
population stood at a new high
point, but the Civil War was

brewing in 1860 and ten years la¬
ter the census count reflected a
loss of nearly 400 persons in the
white population. Not all of those
nearly 400 were killed, but the [
birth rate dropped and the war

effected a shift in the population,
apparently away from the coun¬

ty.
After dragging through the war

period and reconstruction, the
population started off on a slow
but steady climb, the main gains
coming since the turn of the cen¬

tury. During the first 110 years,
the population increased from 6,-
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The total population for the other years follows: ISM, 13,-
ltt; IBM, 15,221; 1MB, 15.383: Hit, 17,7*7; 1*2*. 2*428; 1MB,
23.4M; 1MB, 28,111. in 1MB, the population was divided, as
follows: Native white, 13,414; Nefro, 12,684; foreign born, 13,
and others, 4.

Mrs. Colin P. Kelly
Helping Red Cross

...
Washington, D. C..For Mr*.

Clin P. Kelly, Jr., widow of the

Army's hero-pilot, working in a

defense industry isn't sufficient

080 to 15,383. In the next forty
years it jumped to 28,111. As of
1940 there were 13,414 native
white, 13 foreign born, 12,680 Ne¬
gro and four of other races.

as her part in the defense of Am-

She has announced that funds
received by her for numerous ad¬
dresses and magazine articles will
be contributed to the American
Red Cross.

In a letter to Chairman Norman
H. Davis. Mrs. Kelly wrote, "Your
splendid organization has done
much to relieve sufferi ng
throughout the world, and I am

delighted that I am privileged to
be a part in this vital work," Mrs.
Kelly informed Chairman Davis

Praises Work Of
Red Cross Nurse
New York.Two speeding can '

collided in the early hour* of a

foggy morning leaving a passing
New York physician with the task
of caring for five seriously injur¬
ed victims.
To his aid came a member of

the Red Cross Motor Corps. Train¬
ed in first aid, she helped the
physician render emergency care,
then, when her task was finished I
slipped away into the darkness, i

Recently the physician. Dr. A.;
Victor Payne, joined the U. 8.,
Navy. Before assuming his
he wrote to the Brooklyn
of the Red Cross: <

"I have worked with people, for
people and in behalf of mankind,
and I believe I am qualified to
recognize modesty, self-discipline
and an ability to be of service.,
My worthy assistant was all of
these as well as competent and
well trained in giving first aid. If
she reflects the spirit of your en¬
tire corps, you should indeed be
proud."

Sell your 1042 tobacco crop on

the Williamston market.

that she was donating $500 re¬

ceived from a magazine for an

article she wrote describing her
work in a defense industry.
The flyer's wife is now living in

Hollywood and working in a de¬
fense plant at Burbank, CaL She .

has made numerous

throughout the country to
money for the Red Cross
Fund.

Williams
Paint.

America's
Best Known.
It's Better

Don't shop around when you can come to headquarters
for quality hardware and Sherwin - Williams paint. Our
stock is I arjjer than at anv time in the history of our bus-

C* J «

iness. Come to see us . . . If you don't see what you
want, ask for it . . If we haven't got it. we'll get it for you.

Sell Tobacco In Williamston

Woolard Hardware Co.


