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Was Center Of Town

There Was No West
Main Street Until
Fairly Late Years

Article Written Forty Years
Ago By the Late Miss
Hattie Thrower
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ancies in the facts, an article writ-
ten, presumably by the late Miss
Hattie Thrower, in 1902, offers a
fairly good picture of the town of
Williamston in 1860. The story, found
in the State library files, is reprint-
ed from the November 14, 1902, edi-
tion of The Enterprise as follows:

In the year 1860 the corporate lim-
its of the town were stretched no
further from the river hill than the
street crossing Main above J. K.
Carstarphen’s residence, This street
was then a county road. The Episco-
pal Rectory stood in a field the only
house above the home of Elder C.
B. Hassell on Main Street.

The Staton residence, combining
architectural design with beauty of
finish, was situated on the lot now
occupied by the Slade home, and
marked the limits of the town in the
Northwest. This whole section was
a grove of magnificent oaks, pre-
senting a very different appearance
from now. That part of the town
known as “New Town" occupied the
same space as at present. The most
noticeable residence in this be-
ing that of Duggan's built in 1849 by
Mr. Friely Moore.’ The business
houses were of small dimensions,
that of Elder C. B. Hassell, a large
three-story building, was the largest
and stood on the corner now oeccu-
pied by J. H. Ellison and Co. The
only brick building was on the lot
now occupied by N. S. Peel and Co.
In this was kept a general mer-
chandise sioreé by John C. Lamb who
raised the first company of volun-
teers in the county. He was promot-
ed to the office of Colonel of the 17th
Regiment, and gave up his life for
the Confederate cause.

Mr. Amelick Williams in the
building now occupied by T. C. Cook
and Mr. Doctrin W. Bagley in a
store situated on his residence lot,
were two of the most prominent
merchants. Capt. John Lanier occu-
pied a store in the corner of his
yard which was removed just a
few years ago. W. H. Carstarphen
occupied @ building (since burned)
situated on the present site.

The merchants went to New York
to purchase goods—frequently driv-
ing to Plymouth, and taking a steam-
er to Franklin, thence by rail to the
North, This was considered quite a
journey. Goods were brought by
sailing vessels. The wvessels went
North laden with shingles and naval
stores. Three of the prominent of
these were the “Alice Gibson" own-
ed by Henry P. Gobson, the “Mar-
tha Moore” and “Coenine” owned
by Messrs. F, and G. Moore. These
vessels were built at the shipyard
about a mile above the wharf on the
Bertie shore. A trade with the West
Indies was carried on by these ves-
sels, cargoes of salt and molasses
being given in exchange for naval
stores. Two steamers came up the
river—daily—the “John G. Styles,”
Capt. Moore ,and the “Alice of Wind-
sor," Capt. Lafayetite Thrower.

The goods displayed by the mer-
chants were calicoes, 10 cents the
yard. French calicoes, 15 cents the
yard; ginghams, organdies, silk tis-
sues, bereges, etc. The materials
were not so different from those of
the present day only in quality.

Mails were carried through the

The Bar was represented by Jesse
Stubbs, Willlam Eborn, Asa Biggs,
and Col. Caraway. Hon. Patrick Win-
ston, of Windsor, and Judge Henry
Gilliam, of Edenton, were the most
prominent lawyers attending court
at that time.
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pany, and across the railroad, the

Roanoke-Dixie Warehouse, Sinclair
filling station, vacant store, Farmers

Cooperative Exchange, Planters
Warehouse and Evans Horse Ex-
change, the last four businesses fac-
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Old Story Tells About Williamston In The Year 1860
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building. The Duggan home in New
Town is the same one occupied by
the Godards on Marshall Avenue.

Elder Hassell's store referred to
was located on the corner of Main
and Smithwick Streets, covering the
lots now occupied by the Alpha
Cleaners, the Willard Shoe Shop
and the Welcome Inn Cafe. The brick
building was located where the
Virginia Electric and Power Com-
pany now has its offices. The struct-
ure was brick to the second story
and finished in wood. It was burned
in 1883 and another store was built
there and later burned. B. B. Watts
then built two stores, the first two
stories being of brick. Following Mr.
Tobe Watts' death, N. S. Peel bought
the property and made the struct-
ure into two story brick stores.

Amelick Williams in 1860 did bus-
iness about where the Courtney
Furniture store is now located, and
Doctrin W. Bagley operated a store
about where the Presbyterian Church
now stands on the corner of Main
and Watts Streets. Diagonally across
the street Capt. John Lanier operat-
ed a long one-story store where the
Hortons now live. The W. H. Car-
starphen store was on the lot corner
of Main and Smithwick Streets where
the Sinclair Filling Station is now.

Miss Thrower did not mention it,
but the old Joe Biggs building, a
large two-story wooden structure
built about 18]0 and which saw the
town around it burn up, was located
on the corner of Main and Smith-
wick Streets where the old Martin
County Bank Building now stands.
The old wooden structure was moved
off the lot to make room for the
brick bank building and finally went
up in smoke on its new site about
where the Carolina Telephone Com-
pany now has its offices on Smith-
wick Street.

The Main Street today presents an
entirely different picture, but that
picture is married indirectly by war.
Starting at Watts Street and travel-
ing westward on the north side, one
finds the following properties: J. E.
King home, the Joe Cowen boarding
house, B. 8. Courtney Furniture
store ,Wheeler Martin's law office,
the town hall, Sinclair station, and
across Smithwick Street, the Geo.
Reynolds hotel, housing Bunch's
barber shop, Harrison and Carstar-
phen's insurance offices and Ann's
Variety Store, The Enterprise Pub-
lishing Company, Pittman's Clean-
ers, Williamston Cafe, Nat Israel's
general merchandise store, Virginia
Electric and Power Company, Sam
Zemon's bargain place, Guaranty
Bank and Trust Company, Western
Auto Store, old Peoples Drug Store,
Woolard Hardware Co., Branch
Banking and Trust Company, Watts
Theatre, Clark's Pharmacy, old
Economy Auto Store, Western Un-
jon Telegraph Company, Davis
Pharmacy, Central Cafe and the Tar
Heel Building. The union bus termi-
nal adjoins the apartment building.

Crossing the street at that point
and walking eastward, the traveler
will find today: the Central Filling
Station, and across Washington
Street, Eagle's dime store (the old
Atlantic Hotel building), Woolard's
Furniture store, the old Farmers and
Merchants Bank Building, Fowden's
Insurance office and H. G. Horton's
law office in what was once the Den-
nis Simmons Lumber Company of-
fices, Belk-Tyler Company, Pender's
Grocery, Darden's department store,
Rose's dime store, Peele's Jewelers,
Proctor Shbp, Laundry substation
and plumbing shop, Hall's barber
shop, Edmondson and Ward groc-
ery and meat market, Margolis Bros.,
the old Biggs Drug store building,
Welcome Inn, Willard's shoe

New War

Conservation Order

Effects Telephone Service
“ r,

To conserve vital war materials, the and other scarce metals. Carolina Tel-

War Production Board has limited re- ephone and Telegraph Co. is comply-

placements or additions to existing ing with the order by doing ils ut-
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desired results in saving materials.
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As a result, some types of equipment s LT |
Within the limitations imposed by the

and services normally provided by the :
order, the Company and every man

telephone company will not be avail-

and woman in ils organization will

able to civilians as heretofore.
continue in every way to furnish you

The order is expected to save many dependable. efficient service.

thousands of tons of vitally needed

We know that we may depend upon

rubber, copper, zine, lead, iron, steel vour wholehearted cooperation.

0
C. W. SESSOMS, Manager

arolina Telephone
& Telegraph Co., ] Inc. |
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ing, county liguor store, Cherry's
furniture store or old Peel building,
two vacant office buildings, l-urri»
son shop, post office, John Peel resi
dence and the Prﬂbrtarhn dmnh.

On the east side




