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home when their baby girl is |
born and the advertising agen- |
ey ln which John {s partner and
copy writer lands a new con- |
tract. Among their aecquaiot-
Ances are: 1

Noel and Vera Boyd, whose |
marriange is strietly “modern.” |

Pat and Marian Forbes, who
have three childréen and whose
domestic life is unhappy be-
cause of Pat's roving tendencles,
Frevious chapters told how:

John was faseinated on meet-
ing Nell Orme, of whom FPat |
Forbes hints that she s having
trauble with her husband.

Fay took Judith, the baby,
to visit her parents In Ashe-
ville and during her absence
John “ran around” a good deal, |
moatly in company with Pat

When Fay returned |
gosaip bad retalled some of his |
dolngs and sharp quarrels be- |
twiken him and Fay foliowed, |
one of which drove him “but on !
a tear.” Fay, learning he had |
been outl again with other. wo-

men, threatened to leave him
A It was repeated. |
John later encounters Nell |

Oros: at the Boyd's—a plot of
Verstw, who takes delight in pro- |
motiug “affairs.” He resolves
not to see her again, as he real- 1
izes Nell Is carrying him off his
feet, But he does and the day
comea when he takes her madly
in his arms.

Fay learns of It and leaves
him. John closes the houss and
takes an apartment, and here
one nlght comes Nell Orme to
tell of n quarrel with her hus- |
band, Howard, who suspects |
John of having come between
thém, While John Is talking |
with her the door opens and
Howard Orme enters,

NOW GO ON WITH THE STORY
(The names and situations in
this story are fictitious), }
~ CHAPTER LIV [
John could do nothlng bhat|
stare.
knowledge of the futllity of words.
—Terror had leaped
Ormo's eyes.
As for Howard Orme, the man's
Tace was quite terrible to behold.

And then sllence agaln

cusation angered bhim,
bornly refused to speak
+Onee more Howard stared at his
wife and shifted hiv  gaze back
aguin to the man he thought had
destroyed hily home, And  the
muscles of his jaw began to work

and his mouth to tremble: the nar- |

rowed eyes 1o hlink.

“You see,” he cried at Nell, ~1
told you you were Iying when Yon
denied your love affalr with this
man. You lled—didn't you?" He
was trembling now, all over, a plt-
iful flgure .

And qulte suddenly he collupsed
und sank sprawling into the near-
est chalr. Nell spoke his name
“Howard"—and at the sound of
her volre a great sob escaped him
sopd he burled his face In hin
hands.

Nell at once started toward him,
her hands outstrétehed to comfort
bhim, but John whispered, “Wait.
Let him have It out.,'” and she re-
mained where she was.

But Orme was pot long In re-
covering and John. as the other
slowly ralsed his head, anld, “How-
ard, do you want to listen to me?*"

The words were as friendly, as

kindly as he knew how to make | gy eyek

them, but why, asked Orme. his
lips tightening agaln, should he

| Hsten to any more llea?

Waan't this evidence snough for
him—in come in on his wife In
another man's apartment, In an-
other man's arms? What did he
have to listen to?

Hell! John didn't think he was
an _Ignorant kid., did he?

| w
John's own ralm surprised even |

himself.

“Well now, Howar
placatingly, "'l ean‘t
thinking those things, even though
they're not true.*

“Oh, don't le,
wearlly.

He wouldn't take the trouble to
lle, John told him.

put in Orme

.T.ﬂm.l
John and Fay Milburn buy a although the unfalrness of the 8- hypled the word lar at him
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“Howard. sometimes things can |

they really are.

to be here, that
things look
you're dead wrong, just the same.”

on the

The thin, stralght line of his| "Llar!" hissed Orme contemp-
mouth was even thinner and | tu0usly, “Why don't you two ad-
straighter  because of the

teeth. The muscles of his jaw
stood out like great knots and his
eyes, narrowed In anger, blaged
like a-cat's.

Of the two, John, deapite the
false position he was in, was by
far the ealmer. Ax for Nell, she
bad backed agalnst the wall and
stood there, a hreathless specta-
tor.

Jobn was thinking. *'He'll ha
to say the first word. [ won't
make any apologies.”

Howard, closing the door be-
hind him and braging his back
against it, looked slowly from
John to his wife and them back
aln to John,
T he sald firmly, his
volea litle louder than a whisper,
“I'm mot surprised. I would have

with it? Why make it worse?"

Nell gasped. *“Howard!"
exclnimed, her eyes wide and
Ing.

And John, despite his resolu-
tlon to try to reason with Orme,
was forced to resent the man's
words,

“See here now,"” he sald angrily,
“I rofuse to get
mbout this thing.
1l the penny firoworks. You sim-
ply don't know what you're talk-
ing about."

bet money this was where 1'd tind
you two."
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Aud within him was the [100k mighty different from what |pler;
I woun't deny that |
to Nell |[¥Your wife and I have no business |
lui'flf'.r‘q'
pretly rotten — but gut hut Howard hroke in,

she |
star- I'm geting a divorce

l

| 4
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Orme, his face whitening, again*fear.”

“So you'd drag this-throueh the
papers,

wonld
fiifthy

like wmome
You'd

you,
affuir.

“No wonder,” he went on, glor-
lug at John, “"your wife left you,'
John took a step toward him,
his face working, hands twitehing

.
bet 'm going to do it

But Nell ran to his side and put o :::::: I)::f”r;- ..,:,Erlw:;lull“:fhl;“l,';m“:,’:
.’.?::::::tn;‘h"h.?ml o his arm. tedars His hands twitched; s
P o [[nee was working: wi + back |

“Ob, I'm not golng to hit him, i AR WOLRISG . With_thy b

of his hand he brushed fmpationit-
John erled. g 1 rushee A

He stopped and

[IETT L

iuto it bhoe'd be tempted to

kill him.

Orme was snatching at his hat

ht Going to bed was not «
s thought of,  But before sett-

ling down in his arm chalr he went
first 1o a cloket and brought out
i bottle, ¥

Ovier his ;,1;....:1.. wis reflecting

that 4f Howard stionld do what he |

regarded  the . ee Bl threatened to do and  Fay

other man with a cold stare wan hard, v ‘il':lw.:l'll‘l":":_r;:“:“l'”'l.-I.-u.I-I Warn of 1, he'd sooner dis
“All right, Orme, 1"l take that, dra it wite's  mape an Hve with the Knowledge that
too. - But that's  about all. UM gyeiien” the wid—or mine  oltie | cuttld think of Wim as the kind
K to Insist that you listen to . - ol may ;I-»\nurd would patot Wi,

do you hear. Now your wils “You know I don't belleve in “God!™ he erled, “What havye |
here—I won't deny that I have al- | givores, Howard,” Nell broke “tn, 1000 that 1 should  deserve all
ways liked her, but never for a “Jf you want to split with e, 2T 1t Isnr fadr—1t inn't right. |

minute have I forgotten that she  why not just leave me? 1 wont Fa¥. U'm innocent—1 sweur It!

was another man's wite or that I|ask anything of vou And so the pight wore on. What,
was married myself |  And  Howard, halt  sobbing 10 Wondernd, wiae Howard Orme
"1 won't deny that I flirted with |azaln, saying, “Oh, of ity doing now.  Had Nell TS

her-—which I shouldn’t have done
Hut none of the things you seem
to think, Orme. Not that, by the
Lord eternal,

“You ought to know why she's
here tonlght. You drove her to It
She came ronnlng here, half hys-
terlcal, afrald, 1o tell me that you
had struck her because she denied
some of your nasty accusatfms" (Completely to his anger,

In a lowser tone, gently, “You! *If you insist on doing that
her Howard. Was that |(Orme—do you hear me?—If you

you'd both lke to gt out of th
| mess you're fn without being pun-
tshed,  Tut I'm goinz to punisi
you both., 'l tell eovery dammnid
thing 1 know to a lawyer.™

“You'd better not, Ormw,
John warned him,

“Well, try to stop me.”

And nop Juhin had surrenderod

right?* Insist on that 1 belleye I'd e
He was thinking. even then, of '*mpted to kill you. 1 think |
the night Fay had struck him, | %ould kill you. God! I've stood

How strange
tween their quarrel and the one
between the Ormoes! He would
never forget that slap of Fay's not
an long as  he lived. And how
much worse for & man to strike a

: ja lot, but I won't stand for this
the stmiliavily be: ] Nell had gone over to her hus
{band’'s side and was plucking at
(his slecve,

i "Pleass, Howard, he's tallin:
{the truth, the honest truth, Com.,

| woman— ':;1lr: B0 home,  Let's get out of
Howard was saying, *"Come now, <h o
| She shot an agonized glanee a
i II'm not to be fooled llke lh["!Johr: H:,r:: h‘:r:— ':‘m: ;:!‘_I“ e
d," he began | What do you suppose a jury would " "iCome, Howard.” she went of
resent your|say—fnding you two here like * b

| um Orme began to puzh her away,
|“please let's go home, and  yon

o ) |slvep on It tonlght and maybe in
Howard.” John told him, “and ‘°|lh|- morning you'll he able tn

home with Nell and patch up your |think clearer.”
quarrel. There's no good "Eﬂ-"““| “Think elearer! I'm thinking
why you two should go on lke |aa clearly now as I'll cver think
this. Patch it up—you'll b= hap-ipDamn you, Milburn,” he erled, hi

thia?"
I hope you'll listen to reason,

“Oh no, Howard;" Nell erled jgon'e,"

1 dan't “You dao,"” John told him, *and

|eare to listen to any more of your you'll regret It to your dying duy. !
“You moan to say T haven't gol

Pollyanna advice.* |
“More of your cheap melodrama, the right to get a divores? You'd

set |mMIL your rottenness and be ﬂﬂ“ieh?" John sneered, looking stead- | better not butt In on my affalr, ¢

ily at Orme. lany more,"”

“Call it whatever you want to. | And John, not knowing what
and you, else to say, turned wearlly awar,
young man, will be named, never thinking, though, that if Orme did
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It will mean so much to you.' | ¥olce breaking, “And you, too,
“I'll pateh it up all right—patch | Nell, Damn yon both! 1l have |
up in a divorce court.” lyou hoth in court—you sce It || B

with him, and w
Ini again?  What
should have this trouble
hands. |

And yot Howard—how could he
really  blanes  the man?  What
would he-—John —have done had
lie come upon his own wife In an-|
other man's sartmont?
muddled thing
+ was anyway. What trouble |
could be born of misunderstand- |
ine.  And what was ta become of |
him?

He roxe to pour himseif another
drink. Wouldn't Nat  Graham
k wias  thinking a=s he
ottle, il he only knew

o her |

b

the

of this.

Hu could hear o horse-drawn
vehlele go elattering past his win
dow—1ths milk m most Hkely
Funny that routin hines should
i on
while his own
smanh, Butt
world-— 1

uninterruptedly like this
was golng to
13

e
was Lhe way
h, unfecling,
Ivono else,
the long

Some during
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time

a pity that Nei | §
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hours before dawn he went to hi
bedroom and opened the burvau
drawer whore lay the Little rub-
ber doll that had belonged to Ju-

\ . dith He squeczed It hard, and

“1 ought to kill you,” he way the toy -nutu--l a faint squeak
|erying, and started toward the |t was unbearable—It tore so at

door, Nell after hlm. 1 ought 10 his heart,

kL you,” He was glod when he saw the
And John — “Yeu, T suppose 80, wun shinlng in st the window;

he sald glad for the vienss of disrobing
il T and Jumping ioto the tub,  And |

There waw no sleep for him that gow, he thought, as he cmersed

from Bis bath, ancther day,
more trouble in store

with

On hfs wuy 1w breakfast he
bought o newspaper, zlancing at
the thing mechanically and with |

e w vr of reading.  But’

Iy P Wloppcd to slare at
" wr'a omipous  headlines,
whieh were proclaiming a thing |
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* about to sear him agala.
(To le Countlnoed)
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