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AN

OPTIMIST.

®0 aged man, pray, if von know,
Now answer me the vruth!

MWhith of the gifts that the gods bestow
I= the greatest gift of youth?

“O aced man, T have far to fare
By the divers paths of carth,
oy which of thegifts that with me T bear

it of the greatest worth?

“Je it the mizht of the good right arm,
Whereby 1 shall make my way
MWhere dongers threaton and evils harm

Holding them still at bay?

“Is it the strength wherewith T shall climb
Where few before have trod
To the mountain tops, the peaks sublime
That glow in the smile of the god?

“Is it the never-failing will

_| nvincible in might,
Which armed nzainst opg
shall vanguish for the

“Or is it the heart, thou aged man!—

The heart impassioned, strong
Which <hall be blest, as nnught else ean,
In pecieet, love ere long?”

The old man smiled: the listening brecze
L] HIE i
Girew whist on the sun-lit hi:':!ut-;

The oid man siched: “Al. none
afest gifl is

" 1 | . £ -
—Florence Earle Coates, in Lippineott's.

Youth's g

4 ' -

of these!

its hope

ST

DT = U SO T

THE BETTER WAY.

By Alice C, McKeever,

T
“Yex,

Lol

auniia.™
Hunter?”

¥ 1 ¥
CORe Nume,

Why did

1. /AT

“He bad lettors to write, he said.!

Tlie old woman glanced ag the ziv
H R (4 Hoer CVes wWelre dim. bnt she
s I that 1. looked us i she
had been cirying.

iy 4 ens' shoe eaid, ‘-'lJ'.IiI:u, “Hol is
o1} in—aud—yon wouldn't let any

sense of duty sinnd between yont”

zirl flushed deeply, and turned
vely [aee toward her guestioner,
don't It isu't
wn of duty.”

*1 thought, perhaps—FEoh is so close

s, Quutie,

worry;

L wonld abject to me, and I wouldn't,
A noi tor the world, keep vou apart, The
pourhiouse las no ferrvors for me—not if
it makes you happy.”
“You bave a notion
vould make me happy. No, you arve all
ve left, and we'll ‘bide a wee to-

all what

qQueer

And the gir

Ler soft cheek

pressetl

aciil e one g0 old and wrinkled,
[1'2 hard,"” muarmured the old aunt,
¢ UIivEt there was the oid father and
& moth vou nmrscd so long, and now
there's me—and he’s a likely lad as
«ver was. He'll be vieh some day.”

“Neg,"" gald the givl, quietly. "I Enosw
i I1¢ made of the stull that pro
i vich men, Let's forgzet him, for
lie not of our world.”

“Hut I hoped,” persisied the old
waoinan sedly, “that he might liftt you,
" sE, up to bis world,. You work so
i 1. you are only a girl Your lii
Qg | ve heen so different.”

[ 2 1 is not aliove mine,” eox
¢l { Lonize enrnestly, it Is {ar he
low. I do 1 care to step down.
] this agzain, auntie,

Never mention

when the winter of snow and
Yaii ¢t in, and Louise had to plod
back and forth a mlle through the
gtorm to the little millinery store,
where she was lired at saventy-five

cents a day, the old woman more than
brought up the name of her old-
lover,

Qe
thoe
“He's gone to the ecity,” she sald one
day, “getting a salary that would make
us rich, one year of it."
Lonise, pale and weary,
notliing, but the old woman continued
plaintively.
if it hadn't heen for me you'd

" NOw
a been living like 2 queen, Seems like

answered

insiead of helping you, as 1 want to. 1
take all your hopes away. Dear

anly

TR

v
try
sakl; “it wii

this 1

e

neck was heavily streaked with grvay.

the matron.
hart.”
she

shirts?"

plied softly that she hald. The sun-
light streaming In through the window
brought her head and face and =loht

form into bhold rellef

trayed her even before he had kuown
or guvssed ber identity. Yes, it was
Leuise, alder, (vatler, helpless and a
beoga ne, not exactly that, It

emeed even here she was il
of ol

Ay God! he thoughi, “how lone
has she been here '

Buat they lhuarried him on, and wlen
onee mor- in the open air he olf he
had not reached it any too soon. He |
Wias Dever so near a famting fit In his
life,

“Are you ill, Mr. FHuat 1 1
more than one

“A little,” he repli d. T ¢ I will
20 o my room at the hote | rest

until supper.”

1 he sent for one of the maids,
girl that he knew had alwavs lived
in the place
“Nary ST [ want sk you
[ew qun 1o amnd yon're not to
| any ane a thing 1 s I sax If I
1. VO i Dress 3 | dolia do
you titink you « hcld ; 114
Mary to=si | ead and eved
five-dollar ball |
“I can tell the (ruth without being |
pakl., As for telling anything clse, 1o

wmoaey could make me do that.”

dear, how long I do live.”

s “Hush!" snid the girl, sternly. “Ilow
nnkind you are! You are all 1 have in
the worl You are all T have ever had
S ince they went away!”

Youre tweniy-iive,” said the old
womain, soltly: “you're the preitiest
i for miles .around, I always
thonxhil 3

{'d marry, Well, T won't,” an-
&£ ol Louise, brightly. “for 1I'm de-
togiined ta be an old maid,”

* » o * L
Pob Hunter had been in the elty
twonlv  vears He wias no  longer
ktinw Bolb, but as Robert Hunter,
1 1 i
e Lad friends, gsuch as they were,
\ n busginess tinanciers like himselrl:

© sorvants who ran at his bldding, bn
1 ¢ nerson in the whole world who

1 1Hitle errand bovs knew him

£ l Wwa Lared, cold and uan-
[Chey were pald their stipu

4 latedd prices, never o cent more. This
’ i amd this lfe was only a place
{ ve long in, In order to grow rich

d 1

§ eldom recalled his old country

Lame; there wezeg no tles there to hold

TERTL

I,
[‘.

Only, sometimes, there eame a

leeting mem iy of a fair youngs face,

| the one face in the world ke had truly

oy,

“whe was o little fepl,” he woulu
mutier; “she's bheen a martyr long
enough, 1 didn’'t propose 1o sadidle
11y with that old aunt. Well, she
chiose | i3 I hope she's enjoved
o Jo}

Aocident 1 ek hiis old home
vividiy at 1 e wis o railroad

unning thrao
that he (d
“I'll run

part of the coui-
fred it .'ll]_\'.
there a few

» prudent

OMnt & he
and

the old place looks hy

dag
1o (o so,
I wonder how
e, anyway.
\ze inle, I dare :-:’._\'..
Bu

Nobody will recoe-

they did: the newspapers that
heralded wis name, and the old neizh-
bhors who remembered him as a boy
wianicd to see the great man he had

alie,

“Get out of the road, Jimmy,” said
“You are always getting
Then turning the woman

sald, *“Have you finished 1the

(L)

The woman raised ber head and re-

He =aw her plainly, her volee had he-

But no sconer did be find himself

truth, When was Loulse Upton tauken
to—to—"

He did not finish, something seemed
to choke back the word.

The girl's eyes opened and grew
rouad as saucers. Al, she remembered
now heaving her granny tell that
Lounise Upton had onee had a lover
who had awiy and grown rich.
Could it be this was he*”’

“Only a
softly, pitying the

Tole

yvear ngo,” she agnswered
man AW Was
renlly suffering. “She worked as long
as sbe could, but it rhieumatism
crippled her feet and she could not run
A muchine, then her hanids were bad,
too, and—and there wasn't any one to
take care of her, so she asked to be
put vhere she Is."

“How long has ner aunt been dead !

“Her aunt! Oh, I can just remember

zhe

Wiag

her; about fiftecn vears, I think. Put
a nicer, sweeter lndy than Miss Lotiise
coulin’t be found, Lots of ns cried

and would have helped her, but she
said no,

longzed."

she wonid where she be-

=40

Last Days of CHfMurd’s Inn.

Clifford’s Inn, London, which in the
course of 'a few months will have gone
the way of some other inns, and have
been knocked down in the course of
modern improvemeni by the hammer
of the auctioneer, had retained as he-
cnime nn institation which is the pre-

micr of iig Kind, and dates from the
days of Edward ITII. more than one
auaint manner and custom, The so-

ciery, for instance, was governed by n
principal and rules, and the rales were
Just as mueh inearnate as was the prin-
cipal—move g0, indeed, of them,
Latterly, to ohvinte nany invidious dis-
tinetion., all the memhers were made
rules. There was also a “Kentish
mess" at which vou might consider it
rather a privilege to he asked to dine.
Dlinner ended, the napery of ©X-
tremely long amd highly polished black
mahogany table wonld be whisked off

g0lne

with a swift dexterity unexampled
elsewhere. And then there wounld be
| brought to the President what looked
like & pammer and was a little harvd-

“Where sha heloneed! reneaten the | Daked loaf, and, anen, send it skim-
rich man in a tone of volee thet wade | MiNX 1o the o there to be as
the #irl's eves sparkle desterously ean 1 hasket, In to-

“Hope | vour monev: take it. and | ken that the fragments that remained
'l not forest von, either.” | of the banguet were panniersd for the

“Thank youw,” caid 1he maid. smiling ‘:':'“}'_[.EJFT‘;"]:III:';LE'I T :"."!.'.‘]'I.':I'
Joyously., *“You are very kijul” = =

Very kind! Did the walls take up | Earth’s Mogt Gorgeons Palaco.
the words and cehio and re-eclio them? seveniy-tion trs after St. Defer's
Kind, very kind! Him; kind! vag finighed, Shal Jehan was

He sat for an hour with ciosed eyes e tie most magnificeng patace
and compressad lps; then as the shadesg | 8 East—peshaps it the worldg—iae
of ¢-ening stole around, he passed out | beautifal Palyce of the Moguls at Dell

: . g mada of rod sandston:
and sought once more the matron of | It Is made of red so ene and whi
the county infivmary. marble; some ol Iis S

“It is not thie hour for visitors,” she | Ave till ininid with malaechite, iapis-

galil crossly,

It lie must
see one of the inmates privately, and
tendered another five-dollay bill, e was

v hen e explainegd that

qitlekly admitied.
He walted for her In a cold, damp

room ealled the recsption reom, and
ghe came at lust—at last, The door
opened softly, there was a thumnp,
thump of two erutches over the tloor,

I never knew
lain
enough now, '

Very well, my girl, 1 enly want the
4

A number of old friends, &s tLey | and Louise. wondering and surprised,

W pliased to call tliemsalves, un- | stand b Tore Lin.

wk o ghow Lhim arvoun:d and to e bowed smwd whe forwawd a
point out the tmprovements that twen- | small gola unon which ik, move
ty years iad bhrovebt aboss aml moare -leli':ll'l.*itl. for she did not

There was n new court hots a New | recorni Lim .
daily, and, lestiy, a fine, large building, “Lowise, " he =4id, huskily, coming ot
iately erected foy the county poor, f into {he stronger light., “lLouise, don't

Bob Jid not eare a copper cent to be | von now 1o
shown any of the affalrs, bt e i | ‘ Robh—Bab fer!™
hig cwn reagong for being elvil “Ye he «aid, takine & seat at hey
he permitied himself to be (drpee E‘_.,f,f,. soby Iiuntor Don't you want
hither and thither and at last .-u-:.m.].\'l;‘, shake hands )
fotend Nims=cll inside the hand=ome Sh i otonded ber and ai thien
lew poorhions: Lot 1E

[he maleon wil 10w 1 ( h," | “on [ don’t want to.”

il 1l obhseavions i ] 2 ) Il “Oh, i hat—but my b ( 4
knows bt Uiy run i S 80 o | Te kn hen he togk it atmost by
youe ald aena N i1 dded, with | fOre e ) \ \ Ite band that had

Hizht laugh Wil drawn and toil-mmark

In cene of the leree Lails Ie Lield it beoween both his own, his
N woman hondagi over o Lead Vot o [, Witid L Lot § {ell
who was ) T DTl unon i
siat in oo low armehiair, o 1 ] Lreath c¢ol
wis hidden, but the mass coing at o niost surprising r
bafe rolled In a knot at the nape of her ._. could nor spenlk.,

“I've it all over, Louise, ever

thouzht

since I found you lhiere, thisx afternoon.

vil-
well

wlhiat a colil-hearied
but 1

I wis before, know it
vis sjlent.

I have never loved any

=till Louise
“I Toved you

one ¢'se, but money was my God, and—

4t man In Germany.

lazull, Dloodstone, acate, earnelian and

jasper. There were onee silver esilings,
silk carpets and hangings embroidered
with gems: the pillars were hung with
]r!'nl':h]f':v', the recesses were li![l'i} with
chinn and vases of flowers,
the s
from France and italy—the Italy of the
Renalssance and the France Mary
of Mediel, Bevomd donbt there was the
famons Peacock Throne “u gort
lnrge fou
with two peacocks stai
thely

phires, rahles, emeralids,

treasures of

1 iy TEEL ¢ . PP (RS
coldsmith’s eraft, alse, no doubt

ol

of

2 l_ill."'.r'ni bed all made of gold,

Wling
talls expanded and seg with sap-
pearls and dia-

monds, while o parrot cut out of a sin-
sle emerald perched upon the tester,” On
the front side of the canopy was a dia-

montd—the Kob-i-noor. now among the
England, Tavernier,
who was at Delli in 1665,
belield these wonders and thonght they

Il_:‘.lt,

crown jewels of

the jeweler,

rerresented, all

livees, Colller's

Wit.

Woman's Heady
Wales proudly

sonth

as proof woman's supevior wii

An inland revenue officer called to in-
aquire If a lady had a lHeense for her
oz, She politely ask ( him to come
in and =it down while she looked [for

it. In a few s she smilingly

tered the the
Then W appeanred she had in the mean-
time pald a visit to the postoflice at the
COrner,

From Yorkshire, savs the London
Tixpress, comes o story that surpasses
this one from South Wales,

A bailiff had to seize the furniture in
a cottage, He knocked at the door. A
relative of the woman who rented the
houge presented herself. She wore a
woe-hegone  counfenance, and whis-

minut

rontt, bearing license,

|
and it conquered me. But to-day.vhen | pered with her forefinger before her
1 saw yvou so frail and helpless and so | mouth: “Hush! She is going Call
st 3 a1 | NI, e L =S, Lol
poor, and thouzht of all your life had goain, if vou kindly will, sir!”
wiy, and co ted i it What BT ol R, s
heen, and contrasted _'] L 4 hat it | The aolticer of the law wis compas-
micht have been, had I not been so | sTonn e He nostponed his visit for a
wiriol | il s folt 1 want LS
cruel in the past, 1 . 1 : ! woel I'he relative agaln appearved
(o go ouy and shoot niyss upon the seene, and, with rears in her
i 3 L o | Gpon t 30 camd, syt ars in i
“But your didn’t,” saild Louise, smil- | . aid: “Slie's zone! She's zone!
e with somethine o wer old bright- e : : 5 ey i ‘. 7
g With something o & FigH And sh (aken all the fuarniture with
IEss, 1“ Ll
“No. beeange back of it all was a lit- o S A———
tle Tope, a faiut ray indeed, but 1 Stonsware Farniiure,
' . - 1 1 TN al f finiehine MmO
{hongeht, perliiaps, even I yYou uidead I A lian pian or nnishing meat
ne, you might let inefsee that—innn ‘ FopsE W 1 thles s o very satisfactory
ol nes Willl a1 :.:.I»'-;_I.= iyer, if 0l | ! nliness i®8 thi L'-'u‘\‘\' secured
on don’t. T won't answer for the con- | with added attractiveness. In many |
; ATy roher shans the flao v 1
sequences.”’ I i butcher shops th I.‘l!_-‘ alls, |
“Fio. Bohs? s, counters, seales and desks ¢ i
1T it . 1 wliv o 0 - .
“ey COUT = i1 ¢ 1 bettor w - | {til 1 aliedd with glazed tlle, somew
hat is, If you « t liat ifter all, | 5 to those used in the American
which do yvou chooge?” baihroom stonewiare furnifure is a
The eold and eclieerless room secmed | novelty in German shops that might be
(o « .ange to one of radiant splendor, | 8dopted with advantage in this coun-
1 | I"h : ]« (24 ITS | ! annlie il 1]
vhen Le bent over to hear her low re- | Ly U EE I 1s ||.H._\ n t'|I"[ { 1
plv | e wps, hsh and |1 markets
“T h always t1 } 058 tiie Eitchens, sculleries, et I'hiladelphin
I Wi\ Flous old M, | e
i ‘D0 a ropue ped
A Giuod Fire Extingulaher s ool ot e I. a -
\ = norfent . <t no 4 A strong movel it has arisen in
’ ’ L.oud 1 1 LA HES n
1] i | el I LW ¥ } )
' . 1 ndin | | g TR ition of A
nd i 1 i \ i 1 5
| - j 2 ons (VST ] wilel anim ]
II l 5 | i ot i1 Il‘ | . a
s 1y wenmbed should be gtaead
1] ol Wall £ 1 g H
——— = =t = =1 l 1 0 (BT Wil thelr surronndines
An Inukeeper of Wilbhelmberg, who ‘ an expert taxidermist being retained in
urns the scale at 502 pounds, Is the ] ovder to prepare for this permanent

Dreservalion.

| corrective those

| for indig
200 000,000 ¢
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WHY WE LAUGH.

This Professor Finds Twelve Types cf
Laughable Things.

Professor James Sully, the English
psychologist, has recently published
an interesting volume on the nature,
causes and effects of laughter.

He makes twelve general classes or
tvpes of laughable things: (1) Novel-
ties, (2) physical deformities, (3) mor-
al deformitles and vices, (4) disorder-
liness, 5() small misfortunes, (6) in-
decencies, (7) pretenses, (8) want of
knowledge, (9) the incongruous and
absurd, (10) word plays, (11) that
which is the expression of a merry
mood, (12) the outwitting or getting
the better of a person. It will be no-
ticed that the majority of these things
are essentially displeasing in charae-
ter. Indeed, a careful examination of
nearly every case of a laughable sight
or oceurrence will show that in the ab-%
stract it is painful rather than pleas-

ant. Possibly the seeret of this curious
and apparently paradoxical fact lies
in the harmless intention and result
of the episode, which under ordinary
or other circumstances might have
heen tragical. A Beau Brummel fall-

ing into a dirty, shallow pond is dis-
tinctly humorous peaple; if,
however, the pond is deep and drown-

10

most

ing iz imminent, the laughter is re-
placed by efforts at succor. Mr. Tup-
per's nearly shooting off the game-
keeper's head was funny; if he had

actually done so the operations of the
Pickwick Club would have been very
much curtailed.

An explanation offered by Mr. W.
McDougall in  reviewing Professor
Scully's book seems rather more in-

genius than convincing. He says:
“We may surmise, then that the laugh-
ter reaction has been developed as a
necessary ctive the effects of
sympathy, for the power of sympathy

is so great that In the absence of this

corre of

acles which meet
and which we call
hight well destroy us.”

true physiology of
there are certain
vsiology which
important
is its increase of the vital ac-

us o every hand,
the ludicrous,
Whatever the
langhter may

facts regarding its pl

he

are undisputed. The most

of these

| tivities sp as to canse exhilaration. It
increases the cirvculation and leads to
2 more perfect oxyvgenization of the
blood. It is one of the best medicines

stion, and a valnable safety

va tor worn out, overstrained
nerves

The assumption that in gereral we
laugh because w are pleased (to

which Mr. McDougall takes exception)

although the pleasure may be of a very

complex nature and often perilously
close to pain, | seem the maost
tenable one to most people

CHINESE IN THE PHILIPPINES
Many Important Lines of Business Are
in Their Hands.

Or countrymen own and operate
four banking institutions; one daily
and three weekly newspapers. They
pay one-fifth of the slaughter house re-
ceipts of the city of Manila; one-third
of the market; two-fifths of the
license; one-ninth of the Industrial
tax; two-fifths of the cedula tax; two-
sevenths of the stamp tax; one-sixth
of the import tax direct in their own
name, more than as Illllf‘h
more through the English firms. Over
one-half of the bulk of the goods re-
ceived through the custom house Is for
¢ ard they pav less than
2 per the fines. The custom
house state that their
are more nearly correct,

Are m

besides
1

hinese firms,
of

officials

Cent

ac-
that
‘e prompt in receiving and
their gooids, and cause less

counts
they

i 1z for

trouble to the customs officials than
any other class of importers. They
have six boats engaged in the coast-
wise trade with an average of over
500 tons burden. While they have
only a few boats registered in their

own names which ply in the coastwise
trade, yet business of all to the towns

of any importance is largely carried
on by Chinese merchants. The rice
trade, which is probably the largest
single article of trade in the islands
is almost whaolly fed on Dby them.
Out of 489 impor 19 o nese.
We have no hesit in sa that
when you consl % are only
about 80,000 Chinesge In the islands
and less than 40,000 in Manila, these

gignificant facts.

Market for Itallan Cauliflowers.

Thirty tons of omullflowers from

Italy are now being landed dally at
Folkestons for the London market.




