I "Just the same, we would've, Cap
rou can bet your life on (t—only on ne )
count of Marie and—" The trader
turned a dublous glance on Oinnn,
and remarked: “T see vou stumbled
onto old Thunderholt's camp,”
“I did,” said Hardy, and he smiled
I'hanks to Miss Oinna, [ was able to
make myself better understood than
when her brother acted as interpre- )
ter. 1 aave reason to balleve that he |
wilfully misstated what I said to the
chiefs.”
| "By Gar!” swore Dupont. “Thai i
Thumderbolt I8 a deep one. Just like
him te try to throw you off the track
by laying it all on Charlie,”
“I'm not g0 aure of that, Jake,” broke
Al | heads of the leaping, yelling pack he Agnin Oinna interpreted (o her flute- | be done was for the white chiefs at|in Vandervyn. “You remember, Char-
. saw the Iodian women and children lEke topes. This time the ehief consid- | Washington to agree on the price to | lie was scared stiff. He may have be-
OMING to take the agency at Lakots seurry to the tepees amd the bucks ered before speaking. Oinna's gold- | be paid for the mineral land and for | come muddled.”
ing the murder of Agent Nogen, Uag Floyd Hardy, U. 8. A, E spring up with their bows and guns, tinted skin turned a sallow gray, & delegation of tribal chiefs to go to
rescues a quarterbreed girl and two men from attacking Indians, |
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1 resersy on follows-

. “We-ell, mebbe that had part to do
| “He—he says he will fight If yon do | Washington and put their marks on | with it.  Just the surme, you can't tell
They are Jacques Dupont, post trader, his danghter Marie, and Regi- | CHAPTER XI. not promise to go awny ! she gusped. | the treaty puper. me the whole tribe mn't‘ sore. ALook
nald Vandervyn, sgency clerk and Clemmer, E |  Hardy smiled. *“Have no fear, Oin A question or two from Hurdy¥ | gt the wayv theyv've twice .!ri\-(.l te git
Hardy learns that Vandervyn had been promised the agency by his Light in the Darkness. na, Ile is too great a chief to kill a | brought ont the angry complaint that Cap—and ‘|:nr1i-l. Charlie last ni;l:hT"'
politiclan uncle, discovers that the Ind t Soon Hardy had approached into the | guest in his camp.  Tell him T came | when Nogen began to dig stones he “Charlie?" gasped Oinna ".Ynu' a-l-y
they have been cheated in a ;r!llmE iine which mpent and Vander- = | jirole of the firelicht Some of the | to the reservation to be a friend to the | told the chlefs there would be no Oh, Mr. Dupont. we's u..‘t._ n.-.[_"“

nuephew b Senntol

iffected  becnusi

vyn are working illegally, U

: ! rlenddly speech to = | [pdians started to i thelr weapons | tribe.  Though I am a chief of the | treaty, gnd that the tribe must dig “No—hbuck up,” brosquely repliva
tribesmen, inte rpreted ¥ VeoOervyn ool, ang Indinns, and = at him. He held I his right hand, ].HII.L'.L'\TH\-"*-, my heart I8 good toward | the stones for him, or [hg-_\. would re- Vandervye He was only nipped
3 it nes o fine 1 hiat's wriong all around amd rieht o . F " . . . R T ™ ", ¥ ! ol X b . >
he determines to find out what's w g all around and right jt. H palm forward., A decp voice ealled out | his people, It would be foolish of | celve no more issue goods. Chief Van | through the arm, He will be all rieht
. 16 mittor At} arl whaot sniderven g fonret r i . 2 o = s - bl aiit
becomes smitten with Maris n Vandervyu is cou £, and pro- him to kill or drive away the friend | and Big-mouth (Dupoat) had tried to| iy 4 few days*
poses to her, She holds I nurses him tenderly when he P hice naonle " o *aoron rive try v ool s .« (3 " ’ A
3 3 N = = of his people, get Nogen to give trade goods to the All right?  O-0-0h, thank wou!
iz shot and wounded from ere<l, Captain Hardy, ae- a This time Ti-own-konza gave the in- | young and womer who had dug| gineg the eir :
somnpanied t s St T i Nternret er il ik Fass . = . A= iat e Rul.
companied by the Dupon interpreter and o few In- truder an open stare of contempt, The | holes Nogen would oot allow i!.' In the stress of the moment she for
p nalios Ay fart< to the necin tho IR31L & i MM O - % " . I - O ’ Ui LU Ly ’
dian policemen, ‘-"I'1_ : he min ek, - mtiins,  What ¢ weun |ﬂul'l‘llllllll.li‘: bucks glared more fero-| Then o bad Indingn had shot Nogen ot that they were not alone. She held P
that trip makes mighty good reading in this installment. clously than ever, and Van had shot the killer,  The tribe | 44 her arms to M und looked up
“He says you are fork-tongued,” | did not blame Chief Van But they | into his face, her s o8 bonming
Oinua traoslated the reply. “He says, [ hid felt bad toward Nogen and they | o love gand adortion.
CHAPTER X—Continued. | Hardy waved to him mperatively. if you are a friend, why did you say | had felt bad townrd the new he I - 11 ot
! 3 : . . | v i . # = - ' I A i 5 3 i gTRiei
—_—b— o onl!”™ he sh ed. “"Guard Miss | at the conneil that you would | ish | cause they thought he would do as Ny harshpoess: *Tion't be o fool ! He's
When Hardy saw the couple ride  Dupont. Muy bi re of them. Send all the tribe for the killing of Nogen?” | con had done, Now they wounld ik R ]1 Miss Dup |‘-' ie tal 5
. 3 'y - ¥ : v 2 - i et Uit Ahl=S upwant s HARIDE
ahead, he would £ il e | the | » around t |5 “That |s a mistake, I did not say I | the new agent. No Indian would o i v v Ry a yd thank b \
4 ¢ | 2 v L i care of him, o and thank her, not
back had not assured Vandervyn's pint leaped ont of would punish the tribe, | to kill him when it becuiae known |
him that the girl would pot Le in the | sigl A shot erazed e mure's with | Qinna interpreted the answer and | what he inteaded to do for the tribe, ' Togr mched into tl 1]

i r r 1 1nirinete - 1 s 1 sl it i i ey L Fe - ' { i i i 'S < cRis Busl 2 ' e 1 e ".“.
slightost lunger at any tlme during | ers, a flash he tlung up his rifle | the grimm old chief’s rejoinder: I'he \fter the old chief finished this ex Qe l“““!:‘ ! hor head #nd sluni gwns
the trip [ id fired at the dowi ng devilish lI,.-r:;:im_-.-'-‘ mouth was big at the muition, Hardy found himself a Wel- | if Vandervyn had struck A

’ | 1 ? & i b ANGOErYY ina SI1 K .

“You were not so certaln of the| face. It vanished as he pressed (h ageney, Here he is alone In my camp ae andd honored guest In the camy. Hurdy's fu bocs like Iron

2y - - . . . 3 H N E lLuce becalue illke AL
friendiiness of the Indinns toward her | trigeer. | nud his mouth is small.’ At his suggestion Ti-owa-konza readily Ny v 3 "oy 1 sshod
- . = | i AT : andervyn, e admonished,
the other duy.,” remarked Hardy. Swift a2 a puma. he sprang around | “T talk us I talked at the agencey. | sgreed 1o =end out ranpners in the ; : :
) et #0} M all | 3 . F ’ " . F y y flo not let me again hear you speak

Dupont scratched hils head, Well, | the mare's Lhead ur up the What Ti-owsa-konza clnims I sald about | mornlng to call a council at the mine ’

. . 9 . X ¥l i 22 : p ¢ to any woman in that tone.
no, I wasn't, Ca that's no lle. That | slope, keeping a In * 1o lir punishing the tribe is not the truth. | the day after. Flardy, in turn, prom- v - yPinn htu ¥ “ hival

r - ! | & : A " andervyn shragged, The chival-
there, though, was diffrent, I'm going | between himself and his enemy. A bul There must have been a mistake in ised to drow up papers (o mike smooth 1 1 'J :.I ‘ it l
: . i rous  chevaller! nve VOUF  own
now h_" what Mr. Van SHYS about the | let came pinging down over the bowl the Interpretation, or the chiefs did  the w ay ol the delegation of chiefs in ! I L ) ! ]_ ~ ‘
feell » i Wisht I felt as | d and 1 1 nr i i ) il g ; o Unchin e Wty Now I suppose you'll go in and
feeling In the camps, isht I felt as | der and passed under his upraised not hear aright., I had only peace and | Washington. v her and rag Charlie int favor
" . it S ; : A : ; warry her and rag Charlie o a feve
sure about you. arn W seconds more and, safe i | friendship in my heart. 1 said that I At a sign from her grandfather, Oin- = o s

ahout balling up his Interpretation at
the counell™

“Never mind about me. If your | behi L

ge stone, he slowly edged did not blame the killing of Mr, Nogen | na now brought food to the z]:‘-:el_|
daughter Is sufe, that s quite sufli- | his

ove the top. The ancient B on the trihe,” While he ate he talked with her gbout

clent. You say this mine is centrally | ruse drew g shot istuntly he seram This s me ilefd reak | her experience i , camp. She tola| “As for that—" began Hardy. I
1 Say this mi 15 CHTRaRy | ruse _shot. Instuntly he seran He Faced Them as Coolly and Quiet- | _ I'his  statement fTalle 'l. to I:T*..l'n ]lll experience in the camp. She told StibEEd SN aud Snlsed fils Vat
located with relation to the wvarious | hled obliquely upwurd towards another ly as If They Were His Own Part Thunderholt's mask of stolidity, | him joyously that her mother’s father : oy . = \
camps, We will go to it first and en- | bowlder. It was a desperate move. A Y s e though some of the other Indians |:dnd all his family and bund had been Marie had come out of the cabin,

deavor to get the tribe to meet us there | bullet g wnd was hastening forward to greet

razed his thigh as he flung order, The threatening  slightly relaxed their menacing atti- | very kind to her and had been hospit-

in council.” himself behind the bushes beside the apart to right and left and | tude. Hardy took off his hat to show | able, though not so kind, to her ?.r..th-lh”.‘_‘-‘ her beautiful face r’[:'[’”‘f- o .
“At the mine?' mumbled Dupont.|second bowlder, Hardy walted, 1 ran forward with a | the red scar above hiz temple, and | er. Captain!” she called, \”“.-;-.e Bire “'
“We-e-1l, you're the boss.” The twilight was fast fading. Btll | plazing stic k to drive off the dogs. spoke again: But when Hardy casunlly inguired = ,r_'.-;,‘lH“ !“_‘r"' - pdbe unlm‘rll., ‘
The party now entered Sioux Creek | Hardy walted, his gaze scanning the| Hardy calmly advanced to the fire| *“I do not blame the killing of Mr. | whether Redbear had left the camp at I'hanks to; Miss Redbear,” replied

Hardy.
“But how could Olnna-—surely she
did pot help you escape the murder-

er?

canyon and followed the narrow path | cleft and the rocks on either side. It | hetween the erim and stolid bucks. | Nogen on the tribe; nor do I blame | the smine time as Vundervyn, the girl's

\ alongside the torrent until they came | was time for the police to come creep- | There was not one among them who | the tribe for the wrongdoing of the | flow of conversation came to an gbrupt
to the first small Indian camp. {The [ing around on the flank of the assas- | was not Itehing to drive a bullet or | baud-hearted Indian who shot me In | stop. She blushed and stammered amdl
Indians met Marie and Vaodifvyn |sin. A little more and the dusk would | un arrow through his body, and he | the head five days ago. The same | hecume so painfully shy and confused g o
with friendly greetings, but lookeéd at | render close shooting difificult.  Yet | knew it. Yet he faced 1h-'|!; as coolly | man, or another m':m with a bad heart, that Hardy conslderately felgned "No. It “'_f"fl """"\""“““j"'h_r“ 'llh"""]m:”
Hards with a stolid concealment of | the preeious moments slipped by, and | and quietly as if they were his own | tried to shoot me, after sundown to- | drowsiness, ”.“’ fellow. ”l_'_‘ ‘1]”]_“_“_“) e :U_tm'.h‘
i1l feeling that, according to D v | DO sign of the polive, party. duy, as I came up the trall over on the | —_— him uf"'_'“:‘”]I“""_.“" ks. Soon lost him
boded {ll for the new agent’s Over on the far side of the eleft | The bucks looked toward the far |other side of the broken-topped moun- CHAPTER XII. and JUFSEl aio: b

tlon in the larger camps. H n.:."-- was a fuint glint of metal in the | side of the fire, as If for the signal to | tain,” s pdilt I8 ::HI”I'HI o ]l"rh'-‘—
his jaw, and ordered the part : I His Duty. the wolf! The poar t.m_\.' was T}';g.r_!;,;-,:_:
on Into the mountalns. a deer over on the ridge half o mile

Noon ind the party ove or go this way.”

ning shadow, Without a mo-! grpike down the siudacious fntruder, Oinnn’s interpretation was met by n
hesitation Hardy aimed and fiardy followed thelr glances and per- | gattural “Ugh!” of surprise even from At dawn Hardy was roused by Ti-
red. The mountainside rang with 0 ceived a blunket-w rapped Indian who | the ¢hief. He asked shrewdly: “If the owa-konza with o greeting as friendly

miles : gqgency by trall] il yell, The bullet had found it8 | sqt in the midst of the voleanie hush | Lopgknife does not lle, is he not afraid | s It was dignified, though Hardy had "All's \l""“ d.].:l-l "”'H‘ “-"'“'l ”."""'I-"
less alf that distance in Hurdy leaped to his feet and | seemingly as placid and immobile as|to be in my camp? It Is the nearest | to surmise its meaning from the chlef's assured  her, I'm here, unhm L
Hne h e upon nd up the mountain-side, keeping g Buddha. His face was down-bent, | to the trall.” expression, Olpna was already out-
dinn 1id seen n shelter where it was available, | gnd so muMed in the blanket that Hurdy smiled and held out his open | side, helping with breakfast.  While
ans places boldly rushing up over | ITardy could not make out the fea-|palm to the chief. “I trust Ti-owa-|she served her grandfather and the |
| 11 he m Uns e, | tures. It was, however, ensy to di- | konzn and his people. There is only | guest, Hardy suggested that she go
peaks on every side. Ye on the spot where he had | vipe that the man wuas the chief of the | one bad Indlan, and even he may come | with him to the mine, where they prob-
still & long ten miles glint, he found & trace of | hnnd. to feel good in hig heart toward me! ably would fina Marie and the rest of
thelr destin: wounded man had crept Hardy wall around the fire with | when he learns that I am the friend of | the party. Reluctant as was Ti-owa-
Dupont that 2 cleft. For several yards | hiz most dignified bearing, sat down | the tribe.” konza to part with his  half-white

camp-site n ved the trall by the splash- | eside the chief and lald his rifle on
n on the leaves and rocks. (e ground

ces ceased, But over in folded his ar

Still the old chief's face remaiped | granddaughter, he ordered her pony
them. He then | inscrutably immobile. He pondered, | brought in and saddled. When she ex-
! witited, his eyes | and at last made another sharp query: | plained to Hardy that the mine was
iny clefts on the far side  fixed on the fire in a calm, unwavering | “The Longknife clalms that he I8 a| only a mile away across the mountain,
he thought he saw some- «yze, There followed a silence of a|friend. Why, then, did he say at the | he declined the offer of a saddleless
e among the bowlders, He | ryll minute's duration. He knew that | councll that he will do the way Nogen | mount, took ceremonious leave of the
ywn the slope and across the | it might end at any moment in an at- | did and make my people dig stones | old chlef and set out up the mountain-
¢ flushed with ex

asked hils companlo

and urge all to a f¢

The rest of the
heap of rock
rulned cas
Yai

1
I

ou ertlon, | {nek., His hand gripped the hilt of his | and dirt from the big holes, without | slde with the girl and a young Indian
came to a full s still cold and hard. pistol on hig breast under the edge of | giving them any trade goods for their | gulde.
the trais’ he heaps of hroken rocks In | his coat. The bucks stealthily shifted | work?” Hardy noted the bearings and dis- |

part of n of the gap Hardy lost sight | their positions il they had com- Hurdy's clear eyes dimmed for a|tances of all prominent points around

fact ti t for which he wns headi pletely surrounded the unwelcome vis- | moment, and then sparkled with com- | him with the eye of one well trained in
' r
advan started to return along wil itor. Hardy sat motionless and gave | prehension. He answered with an|the art of topography. A quarter-

pared d to be the passage by | no sien that be obzerved them, earnest sincerity of tone that com- | hour brought the little party to the
1d entered. he soon found At Iust, when the suspense had be- | pelled helief: | top of the low mountuin, yefore them
n cul-de-sae, sk wWius | come  almost endurable, the chief “I now see that at the couneil Red- 1 the far side of the monntsin pitched
- L ng into night. He came | muttered o word to the nearest buek. | bear mistook im | down a steep and rocky incline into a
4 wol v a steep ascent between | The mau Hded back toward the va- | narrow valley, Tl I1é Indian guide Hln Com
< ledges. eSO I ] pushed the | 4 in- | pointed to a terr: midway down ”,.,‘ In Common De‘cency You Mlgh‘l Have
{ i vh ket from his hend,  Hardy t1 nterpre i, The | descent., From amidst the plnes was R‘eturnfd to See What Had Become
of tl fl 1o | | looked aside at him and perceived e z is on In-| rising a cloud of blue-black smoke. ‘ of Me.
i ‘ JHOW 1l T kot [t belongs to the tribe, | Soon Olnna pointed out a eabin | vou see: Redbear, I unders has
I ! when at st } Lot to deal w L among the pines, They were within | nly a slight wound ; and ths chilef
gide and DAS hs I | 1 el ( T { fifty yurds of it when Vandervyn and now knows thut I am a friend of the
clsel 1 CT' But th L ery { ‘ lend Dupont came out of a hole in the eliff-| iribe, He will eall a council to meet
ber starlight e ( Lroken | he tread of gl r ihe end of a spur-ridge near the enbin, and | oo pova tomorrow.”
T re| ines of the nd o girl apy red beside th . . 2 | .--.t.--u--l.c!:iriug__' ::.! the .rn-‘.'.e'_u.',u-r«' In J.m, “A eopuncll—here?” gueried Vander-
- ' H kyline. A star lower | Hurdy cought a gllmpse of a ginghom | unmistakubile, The dlisguised astonishment. Hurdy | vy, A
thi \ the others Wil kirt, and gluneed guickly up at the | hud interpreted i swerved and hastened them | “Why not?" demanded Hardy, fiz-
at it fizedly, Th f girl. Iie wns met by the | menace di his eyes bright and cold ' WO L ing him with his keen glance. “Could
5 wint of fght v chtened goze of Olnnn Redbear, of the Ind even the chief | men glaneced at one fnot nd lq:l‘.:‘,. be a more suitable place for a
y a fire, two or three ‘Oh <lie murmured “It is bad! | begun to relax, he had still an-| vanced to meet him halfway, tritval couneil thun at the mine which
S he intervenlnge val- | You ourhin’t to've come hepe, sir. | other query: Dupont was the first to speak: “B) has been the source of all the recent
BN Las s bearings the | 1 don't ke vou. Mr. Van sald he “Did the Longknife say he would| Gar, Cap, we sure are mighty glad (0| o uhle on this reservation?”
;‘,t N lown the mouptaln- g to tell you—" stop the issu he tribe of all goy- sce you ag'n all safe and sound! “Now d'nn chien!™ muattered Da-
; I' ) the Rre. A rrant « IS8T al from Til-owa- | ernment goaod | that he would tuke ! Thought you'd gone und lost vourself pont.  “What's that breed girl gone
4 . -] r;" - 1o rt the hurried statement. | away from iy ) all thelr It on that cussed mountain., The ;.‘..-..,- and blabbed %
- # . /' I p e I we the chlef | and give them to tha white men? are back re now, looking !--!'H:-' L Nothing,” vejoined Hardy., “She
g = sl her At las | canse of the fyilug “And you two are here, I see,” dr | 1S done no moere than intd e-
| - | t H ( disclosed r 1y rejoined Hardy, tween the hend chlef and !
. | , "I heg i \ Captain Hi "| hive learned ull about Nogzen's dishon
| ! hié ! L omad I I g s 1l ! and his 1 i trilve
. 3 y led D i ‘You tol Thid L I el 1l 1 M v f
. - : it i exnet H [arie” [
. ? \ 1ded o < 1 i P 1 \ alh
| ‘ Hi t k , I - tl i 10 mi
- o ] ¢ I ] 1 ; I rvyvn i ! p = Wl . wn by that?”
- . I i | o tan r \ thot I he i ol I "
| I i e Y by awe I p v sl | el Ll expl: ¢ lskues {11 that.' & il is explieit,” sald Hardy.
l : ’ th F he i goods \ 1 e F following ) Corlirion  decendc) you mbght | wyy Vondervyn, take your hand from
: 5 2 ki B | A4 I ! told the lie to kKeep the | spring, and what was tieant by an a have returped to see whut had become | e holster,  Miss i;.lj--'? t, I regret
' s’ out the uy i Ly | Lot ribul la Ity, He]¢ i ned Hard vressity of making this reprimaud
o kK fuor " | i adds that i1 I h old on an) | hastened to § rpose: “AMr, J Wr presence.”
/ her and the = gut-| of the reser Viin got the idea you meant us to ru The girl's eves were ablaze withh [ne
; I i} g |.., 1 1 Y| through here to 2 | 16, whers ) TV ¢
o 4 POV Wt 1 i1« | weell r ths COLIY ’ | dliznant anger, Regret is a mild ex-
Though He Saw No Smoke e I ] .lj s . .'j :.:“.“-! _'.-.1,.. fe .,r..1:':l yout is¢ for lnsulting my father, sir!"
Not Laok in Va : Bare thun made this d o and steal §t mwure, but logt your trail up In the I O IR . (AT
emoke of t : ¥ thoug « when & number velplng, 1 hlf rocks. First thing this miorning we i Do vou Bellevs st Vitdes ?
no smoké he Jid it o . nr mongrel dog hed ! ) the « f of the Longk es | dy's sincerity, though «nt the whole bunch back to trall vV had anything to do with the 5
Above a bhowldey 1 I 1 & clef lilte a puck of s ' o destroy a tribe giongle-hand- gering suspiclon, Ti-own oo 0 £ Th - attempt to ambush C _i
he percelvedd n ¢ - painted facrs ttack by swin | fle hat plained In turn that the The El"f.“'"" bl : ness oL Dupont's Hardy on the way to the mix 3
surtnounted by n r bonnet in a circ The o ] LI A lo I wish others to destro] nly willing to allot the farming | | tone ‘::..{'. l:--_--f_-. ;.;n': -:"~\:1r:u]. \-.'.:t'-.m-i.lT . and what nbout the stary of -~
glanced stdewayw o rid sbout him, but were alr ¢ trihe," answered HMoardy, *I do not of the reservation snd sell the mip- | co ]--"h"-'l_ eilet . Hardy . nodded, = Readbear's wound?
nt Vandervyn., The yo in rengh of the clul 1§ sh thie Longknives to come and make eral! land, buot a treaty to that efl Very well I conid not expect that| ¢

: = . \ shat 1 A s B s non by the . the | elther of you would trouble to go back | § 0 B
ted hig pony oo the ¢ r ydvane or « \ '3 " r t hat 1s what had been agreed upon by the tribe, the Lhet [ you “_, ! i "
QIR N DERP 0a hill ndvi f : ) (TO BE CORTTNUI

g hack dowy ssitate whea over tl \ lo i am harmed,” previous year. I thar remploed to | (or me,
: L i



