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CHAPTER XXI|I—Continued.
— - -

“Be so kind as to explain. 1 under-
stand that you were ordered to Alas-
ka."

“Were you not told of my return as
far as the butte?”

“Then your orders to
countermanded,” Marie
question,

Hlis eyes darkened, and his face con-
tracted as if from a
But he replied with quiet steadiness:
“That is of
ask If you

“Yes."

“' ere
the

lenve
evaded

twinge of pain.
nag consequence.

word

gand 7
good ?

consider
The answer was given with-
out an instant’s hesitation,

He smiled gravely. "“You
think I came back to win tl for
myself. You have word that I
will assign it to you @5 1 have
the legal right.”

“Tome? But why ?" The dilating eves
of the girl her utter surprise
and astonishment, “Why? There, that
last night at the you showed
that you despised

“Never that," he disclaimed. "I was
bitter—harsh. Bnt the suddenness of
the discovery that you and he— Let
us not talk of that, It is past. I
would not have come back to trouble
you, only—" Again he stopped. *“I
had to come back and do this thing.
It was necessary that you should be-
come owner of the mine—sole owner,
It is to be yours, not hiz, Promise me
that you will never give him any share
in it. That is all 1 ask.)”

“T will not promise unless you tell
me your reason for asking it, and
unless you ftell me your reason for
doing what you have done.” |

Hardy whitened., *“Very well, then.
It is simply this: If you own the mine, ]

|

my

cannot
¢ mine
my

fis soull

showed

agency,
me,"”

he will wish to marry you."

“If I— But he already wishes to—" |
The girl hesitated, and fell sllent, her
black eyebrows bent in thought.

“I do not seek to persuade you to
the contrary,” said Hardy. "AllIaskis
that you give me your promise to allow
him no share in the mine.”

Murie looked down. After a sllence
she answered in a low tone: “I prom-
ize."

“That is all,”
be going."”

“Wait

he said. *I must now

she urged. “You have not

| WaSs

| one won't never :Hl{l“‘,

evident that he did nct “Thank
to be a witness to anything
vyn might do.
“Mon pere,”
He shot a sturtled glance at
hesitated, and came over to them.
Vandervyn's eves were upturned to
the figure on the mountainside in a
look of hate that was not plensant to
Dupont followed the menacing
stare, a then glanced away if
guilty act. Fast as
= senllng the ascent, he was
rifte shot and would
to he for several minutes, |
rvyn moistened his dry lips,
red hoarsely : “Tuake her Into

She—won't let ‘me—do 1t
and in a|back
“Come int cabin,

yropose |
VYunder-

you for reminding
Pere," sald his daughter. She looked
at Vandervyn with nalve seriousness,
| “So you see I must keep my promise.”

“Oh, I say now, don't be a—" He
detected something behind her look of
childlike artlessness, and hastened to
concede the point, “But of course If
you feel that way about it! You will
not have to break your promise after—
The law will then make your property
mine. 8o that is settled, sweetheart.
| Now comes the main question. When
ghall we be murried 7"
girl quivered at the word, He
stepped close, and looked into her
his own glowing golden with ar-
She dropped her gaze, and drew
from him as if confused by the
suddenness of his proposal.

i “I—must think,” she murmured.
“Would it not be best to—walt until
he has given me the mine?”

“Not when you have his word that
he will do it. Anyway, there's no
harm in naming the day. Come, make
it an early one!"

The girl's rich color deepened with
a blush.

“Not now!"™ she replied,
to recover her composure, “You must
wait.  Perhaps tomorrow—but now
—" B8he glanced around as if looking
for a way of escape. There was no
promise of succor in her father’s com-
placent grin. Her gaze darted down
into the valley ; it rested upon the en-
camping Indians., “Look.” she mur-
mured, “That is Thunderbolt's tepee.
I am going down to see him. He should
he told that he may be prosecuted if
he hunts here now, It
tribal land."

“There’s no need, sweetheart,” sald
Vandervyn. “I will see to it that no
one interferes with the chief and his
band."

“T shall go down and tell him,” ‘she
insisted, “No, do no* come with me,

He frowned at her willfulness,
pleion, I.“hf‘\!,’.’.a.:t'll. and turned to Dupont.
“1f you're not playing me then he “Come Into. the eanbin, Jake, and
to yvou, In order to get away | glve me & drop oY someshing,” he
&4 urged. *“I'm dry as a bone, , . That
ride wasn't any joke!"

Marle was already hastenlng down
he mountain slope into the wvalley,
Vhen she enme to the camp, she was
received with pleasant greetings, The
of the Indians had long
Ilved and recognized the white
people on the terrace.

The fixure of
anner, konza appeared in the entrance of
r!" he exulted. *“He's tepee. He ppenred,
the mine? You're ter three wamen came out
By Gar! I call we, and of them told
of Cap. white ! the chief wished her to
all to stooped and
low opening.
wns seated at the far side
near an outstretehed bilnn
There one
1 He beckoned Marie
‘ur‘n 2g to him. As she approached, she
the hair of e still
ifter the fash-
the tribe. She
and looked Inte a face that
so thin and pale that at first she
The lurge, sunken
and looked up at her with
gnze

hos

me,

guietly ealled Marle,
Iu-r‘.

sS¢e.
is

0 eusy

CVes,
| dor
spoke

the

Dupont cougheq,

v voice, (1]
she replied.
listen, girl" he urged. *“No
and we won't be
We can lay it on the same |
puck Indinn what huas tried to git him
twice a'ready. There's a lot of ‘em
just come Into the valley— Don't look
at me that way., The dirty sneak has
took our mine away from us—he done
it by a trick, cutting ‘cross afoot, Mr.,
Vao can't afford to marry you if me
and him don't git the mine.”

“What if I should get it?" asked
the girl., with no shade of c¢hange in
1er inserutable enlm,

Vandervyn whirled upon her,
face convulsed with Jealous fory. “So
t it! You've vourself to
him! You—" He stopped, silenced by
her look.

After a pause she quiet
“He gives me the mine, He I8 going
away, I do not know where, Instead
of yvou, I am to be the owner of the
mine. Do you wish to marry me?"

looking.

struggling

his

hat's sold

¥y remarked:
¥ Feinirked is no longer

CHAPTER XXIII.

A Wedding Postponed.
Vandervyn's face darkened with sus-

has led

from us
curved in a half-smile,
me his word of honor. Do
e

Marie's lips
“He
yvou douabt

The

could

gave

g man's jaw dropped slack. | W

VOun
not even pretend to doubt
ment or Hardy's word. He
wn, his knotted and
eyes contracted with intense thought,

Dupont took the news in a far dif- |
rnl"ill ".

|
nt keen eyes

(
looked do brows g0 perce

venerahle Ti-owi-
the
A

going | biggest disn
you

it?

4 (1 ;.
that

m|1~1— nt !:|
the te
the girl 11 nt
in. She
through

of
hty
me

one
I‘.‘
a-thinking he done
back at us. It sure Is white
Why, it's nearly the

square ’
of
like
ha had give it to me!" .'f the
“He pnamed only one condition,” re- tod

1
Aanid

git

it go passedl
the
Cap. same The chief
| '||.>|—
form, w8 no else
marked Marle.
Vandervyn started,
her. She met
that told
thinking
“One condition,”
wWas my promise not to
hare in the mine.” did not r
“Me?" queried Dupont. | eves vpened
“No.” ™
threatened Vandervyn, “He “Oinna
hinks to foree you from Any- 1t dov
ing to do with me.” [ 110"
“On the contrary, he seemed to thinl SNy
would—not prevent wreteher
Vandervyn in
ardy's action seemed
ien he thought he
janation, and rallied
exity. His frown gave place
hical smile.
»-ho, my Indy! I see, Y
with the soft pednl—the
mark! He's just the kind of
er to full for the wall of a pretty
with a tear in her nd
n her thront. Vi,
rt! You beat him at his
tried o bluff, thinking you'( » gil
ngh throw me him,
called him, and he had to make
The fool—to think you'd be
ch to turn me to him,
because he made a play to the
Bries with his what
svmark "
that exactly
inquired the girl.
hetter I exultoed
ie you promise not
in the mine. Mining pr rty | and gradunily the sound of
tate. An ngreement In reg (died

satnte (8 not binding unless In lence T owan-Eonza eame back

sqont. to come
nnd Ionked up at
him with'n

of

level glance | sow that flrure

what she \\z"‘I veflt

ion l!|-

v him wns bralde

the maider

nothing
is of
she repeated,
give

“It [ hent over
you any | was

I ;
wognize it

startled
“T gee.”

and
“You are

exclalmed, she

having ide the girl

kne n
" bhe
flush
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reddened

to

Go "way, 1
girl, A
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hewilde
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stnred riment. She
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her win turn
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peres am "sham
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per-
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who
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1 worked
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red, In
worim

“Rose white yet
golden
The golden

worm, . else

lily a
lily withers.
she will

eisy
out the

eye 1 and go from me."

and wrapped his blan-
and went
gsed. Thr

the
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ahout

Good for stood up
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those

nour

vall
| heard a low oo
sonund of sobbl

zeil the o
group oi
astened to feteh from th
=he

|
for outside
g and at times
At last Marle
tepee and spoke
women., One them
» 1 howl
into the

agaln

181 over Vs

from
of
offer! Uh,
woenft
the right term?”

ame out

Vandervyn

to Zi

ong walt.
henrd,
low

o inother
could be
the
faway 1o
Lo
and
wqull frce

nrtles

on |

into | ?

hat
were

it

minor.”
“Wimmen nir minors
Interjected Dupont

1 1

pur =tate,’

rie's slow step brought her up to the
terrace, the valley and mountain slope
were dusky with the shadow of ap-
proaching nightfall, Within the cabin
Dupont had lit one of the mine candles,
The candlestick was an empty whisky
bottle. Another bottle, not yet empty,
stood on the rough deal table between
the two men.

“Hello, girlie!" sang out Vandervyn, |

u8 Marie paused in the open doorway.
He sprang up to come around the table
to her., “I've been lnnguishing for you
all afterncon. Would've chased down
the hill, only your dad said you'd get
on your ear If 1T did."

“Yes,” quietly replied the girl. She
hnd ralsed her hand to shield her face
from the eandle, as if the light dazzled
her. As she spoke, she stepped iu
and along the slde of the table oppo-
site him, apparently not seeing him.
“Yes, I would not have cared to see
yvou. I was nursing one of the girls
down in the camp,”

Vandervyn stopped short. “Tt wasn'i
anything infectious, I hope”

“No. I shall not suffer from the
same trouble. But I am viry tired. I

“l Want to Be Alone. | Am Shamed.”

you and Pere have eaten., You
might finish the bottle outside.’

“How about a kiss to sweeten
toddy 1" he suggested.

She burst inte a tantalizing little
laugh. “I fear you must take yours
stralght for a while, Reggle. You are
still engaged to your cousin, I be-
lieve— Good night, Pere.”

Dupont, heavy with food and liguor,
mumbled a response, and stumbled
out Into the dusk, reluctantly followed
by Vandervyn. Marie flung their blan-
out after them and barred the

see
'

the

kets
door.

In the morning Vandervyn was re-
lieved to find that the nlght's rest
had lightened her mood. She cooked
n deliclous lttle breakfast, and
pleased to be very gracious to him,
The anxiety with which he had met
her at the eabin door soon vanished.
He fell into the gallantry of an
cepted sultor who very much
love a bit uncertain of his

was

ac-
in
Con-

is
and
quest.
He walted
fetch the
0 reopen
“Sweethenrt,

until Dupont went to
horses before he ventured
the question of questions:
yvou've had time to think
it over and decide. Tell me, when is
to be the happy day?”

WY es,' murmured,
thought it over.”

“You will nnme an early date!”™ he
exclalmed, assured by the coy sweet-
ness of her look,

Her smile faded,

she “I have

and she dropped

| forward in an attitude of humlility that

had
permit.

never before seen her pride
She replied in a meek volce:
“Oh, no! I must do what is just
by you. Think whet it would be like
for vou to take back with you as your
wife n quarterbreed girl straight off an
Indian

Vandervyn
joined with
vhat they
my wife!"

"'I 11 it is most gallant and—brave of
murmured. “But—there is

no,

reservation.”
winced, rallled,
ardor: *“Let
s0 long

nnd re-
them think
as you

please, are

vou!" she
Pere.”

Vandervyn
come nlong?

Marie looked up, her eyes full of ten-
(der reproach.

“I did not think that of you, Reggle,
How can I lepve him here alone? You
have never to realize that I
came back from Ottawn because 1
wished to be with him.
to convent 1 the traitls
him that you seée, but also I saw some-
thing more—the man that he might
have been.”

“Don't
him
fini.

nlso

bit his lp., *“Need he

seemed

went SawW in

Imagine to
up,”
disecl “All T suggest
take our honeyvmoon trip alone,

“And lenvi
for him |

what

I'm asking you
Vandervyn hastened
iz that w

Lo

glive
-] e
I'ere with no one to cook
him here! Can't you
mild heppen? Within a
night at the utm he
the youngest and hest
within reach, o breed girl by pref-
Charlle’s sister.”
winced as If cut
wipl

her !

¢ave
LUess
wWeek Osl—
wonld
COOK
erence—inost lkely
[ fiCross
.<.'“1l

T imered,

She

not

would be Impossi

I tell will not

Even betore I |

You may remember that T told you a | 1 of buving her Rack within a Feal.
lttle about the Enghsh people T knew | He had then started east, too intent
in Ottawa., When I saw that you|upon his purpose to delny even for &
thought I was romancing, I sald no |tclegram from Vancouver barracks,
more except In hints. 1 really was |and never doubting that his command-
more intimate with Lady Verlaine |frg officer had granted him the cus-
| than vou will find it easy to belleve. | tomary leave of absence pending the-
Her son and daughters were alrendy  acceptance of his unconditional and
married. She took a faney to me.  Immediate resignation.
When I was to come home, she invited Great had been his consternation
me to visit her in England. I had | when, the day of his arrival In Washe
| told her all about myself and Pere. |ington, e had reported himself ot the
| We correspond regularly. She hasg re- | war departinent. Not only had leave
aewed her Invitation more than once, | of abseuce been denled him and aldk
The last time she Insisted that I|action on his resignation been suspend-
should come without further delay,|ed; he had beun posted for desertion.
and bring Pere with me.)” However, his record on the one hand,
“Qhe did?" excluimed Vandervyn. [and the indecent haste of the attack
“Then why not all three of us go to- | on the other, had brought about suffi-
gether? cient Interventlon ty members of the-
Marie drooped again in her attitude | general staff to cause several months”
of meek humility. delay Iin the plan of his enemies to
“You are so generous, Reggle, to be | crush him. Action on the charges filled
wilHng to travel with Pere! But 1| ageinst him by the Indlan commissinon-
cannot allow you to make such a sac- | ers nnd by his commanding officer had
rlilu-. No: there is a better way. I|been postponed from month to month.
shall go alope with Pere to England, Meuntlme he had been plnced under
and then perhaps for a little visit to| the nominal arrest of conflnement to
Paris with the of the mother | the Hwmits of the Distriet of Columbia,
superior of my convent, Pere which left him frea to pursue the ends
never forgotten French-Canadinn | for which he had come east. To his
dialect, and I have been tinkering it ]| surprise, no contest had been filed
Into {airly French. A menth or | ngalnst his mineral claim, On the con-
two In Paris correct his accent, | trary, he hud found himsel
1t may nlsn ooth down eully entitled assign the to
negses enough ue to Marie, His carefully drawn and dualy
to Washington without putting yvou too | witnessed conveyance had started west
grently to shame before your friends.” | in the next mall. Marie’s note of ac-
“Two months l—all that time?"” com- | knowledgment stated the esteem and
plained Vandervyn. gratitude of the writer In the most
“Indeed, no. It will be much longer,"” and conventional of terms,
answered the girl. *I cannot permit His progress toward the accomplish-
vou to marry a mere agency girl. Be-| ment of his second purpose hud been
if Pere not wish to sell | rar less smooth, In faet, after months
out his eattle business, I may have to | of persistent endeavor, he could not
| wait for returns from the mine, It|pe that he had made any prog-
tnkes quantities of money to buy pol- | ress whatever, He had not been bar-
!hh and lots of time to put It on. We | red from an inspection of the docu-
| shall not rench Washington before No- | ments relating to the new treaty with
| vember or December.” the ftribe, and among them he had
“Fiyve or six months!" found Vandervyn's alleged contract, It
"“Yes. Aren't you willing to walt for [ purported to appoint the young man
me?" asked the girl, bridling. attorney and tribal representative and
The sudden change from meekness | to fix his compensation at twenty per
won a hasty assurance from Vander- | cent of any moneys appropriated to
vyn: “Of course I am., It will be a|the tribe in payment for the ceded
fearfully long time to he without you, | nineral lands.
if you Insist upon— But I could run Hardy had at first considered the
over and see you In England or|gppatures forged. But examination
France,” with a mieroscope had shown him that
“No," the thumb prints were identical with
stay and work for the good of my | those on the memorandum of the pro-
people. Pere and I still are members | cpedings of the tribal council. He
of the tribe, you know, and I nm deep- | hud been quick to perceive that his
Iy interested in the irrigation project | only chance of defeating the outrage-
laid ont by Captain Hardy.” ous contract was to bring about either
Vandervyn smiled in his most boyish | 4y executive or a congressional inves-
manner. tigation. There had been no difficulty
“I am neither an engineer nor an |y divining the manaer in which Van-
army officer. Someone else must dig | gervyn had obtained the signatures at
the ditches, I shall at once go on t0 | the tribal council.
Washington and prepare for the pas- Yet so far his every move had been
sage of the appropriation. It's going|ypjgeked. He had interested one man
to slide through as soon as CODEress | o¢ cfficinl position or influence after
meets," another, only: to be met later with eva-
“And then I shall come over from |giany or procrastination or even out-
Paris. Youn will break off your engage- | pyght rebuffs, One door after another
ment with your cousin und we— No. 10, | hud been shut in his face, At last he
sir! not a single kiss—not one until | hjad found himself regarded a
you are free, and I set the day. I am |.rgnk, than which, in Washington, no
an heiress now, and must act accord- | more opprobrious term can be applied
ingly. Besides, here Is Pere with the |ty a man.
Lorses. We must be starting.” With the opening of congress the ine
fluences opposed to him had at last
been able to overcome the opposition
that had delayed a trial of the charges
apninst bhim, The afternoon that he
came back to his shabby lodgings after
a final attempt to obtain an interview
with the chief the Indian bureau,
he was officinlly notified to appear the
following morning for trial by court-
martial.
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CHAPTER XXIV,
Tilting at Windmills.

The early winter rains that followed
un Ideal Indian summer at the national
eapital were chill and sieety. But con-
gress was now in session, and Wash-
Ington bright and gay with the
nctivities of officialdom and official so-
clety.

One of the first events of the season
had been a ball in honor of the superb
French beauty and helress, Miss Du-
pont. She had arrived with a matron-
ly French lady well known in Parisian
soclety; a tall, olive-tinted maid, who
wans sald to be of Spanish or Hindu
origin; and a male relative, Monsieur
Jacques Dupont, who spoke French |
with French-Canndlan idloms and Eng-
lish with a quaint sprinkling of west-
ern Americanizsms. By those who saw
him before they had the pleasure and
privi meeting Miss Dupont, he
snld to be quite " But
they usunlly agreed |
with the general verdiet that he was
decidedly amusing and “picturesque.”

Letters to the wives of three or four
ambassadors opened to the helress the
doors of the most exclusive official
soclety, and her wonderful beauty and
charm earried all before her by storm.
|.\Tr'i| raved over her waomen over
|Jl--r French had a
sulte of devoted admirers and suitors,
among whom, despite his
, the daughter of his eminent
| Mr. Reginald Vandervyn

the ardent,
| All this had come to Hardy through

society reports in the newspapers and
from the chance remarks of acquaint-

The remarks very seldom were
by fortunite enough to
attended functions graced by the
of Miss Dupont., Hardy's |
Il'.‘nTE}' kept clothes were somewhat out
of and in an old |
warren down on M were cheap
and shabby,

There were []
the worlidly wi
of the officer so
for his

ng whispered
which

wns

He already knew the charges against
him, They included desertion, failure
report at Vancouver barracks and,
under the head of conduct unbecoms-
ing an officer and gentleman, his con-
cealment of the developed mine,

The of the trinl brought
matters to a desperate pass with him,
Ee must nct quickiy.

It was the night of
the White House,
a grent crush,

nenrness

the first ball at
As usual, there 'vas
Hardy, in conventional

lege of
was 1[11;1-“&-5]1]:‘.“

after meeting her,

eyes,
gowns, She soon
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uncle,
vas one of

o

most
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have
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[resence

style, his lodgings,

it The Fact Was Bruited About That He
S Was to Be Court-Martizled.
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