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WAJOR 4. D. LANGSETON CHARGES
fAR0S8 NEGLIGENCE OF*
THEIR DUTIES,

BISPATCHES FROM RALEIGH

Doings and Happénings That Mark
the Progress of Norfth Carolina Peo-
ple, Gathered AWPnd the State

.. iCapital.

Raleigh.

Uross negligence of official duties,
particularly fallure to apprehend de-
saarters from the army, is the rather
startling charge that Major John D.
Eangston is bringing against the sher-
s .of North Carolina, with an as-
tomandingly small proportion of excep-
tions. That North Cerolina is Infested
Broan Marphy to Manteo with desert-
~mra, who are either deliberately stay-
ing away from camp or who have fall-
&d to return (un_-_at:ummires and tb re-
spond to the order of loeal boards to
report for R».‘):'\'i('e. Major Langston de-
clares i3 the condition existing and in
& broadside against the official charges
thai they are either grossly negligent
or in sympathy with the deserters.

Lstlters reaghing his office indicate |
that the condition in«the State is one
to be deeply regretted and in instance
after instance the charge brought
ghet the sherifis and deputies are fail-
Img to co-operate with the military au-

is

| Reduce Number of Littls Graves

A large number of communitiea in
North Carolina are taking an active
interest in the Baby Saving Campaign,
and the State Board of Health Is dally
called upon for literature, exhibits, lec-
tures lantern slides and advice with
regards to the methods of best arous-
Ing loeal interest. North Carolina is
asked to reduce its infant deaths this
vear by moge than 3,000 as the State’s
portion of the 100,000 babies which it
Is hoped will be saved In the United
States during the year,

There are born each year in this
country, now, over 2,600,000 babies,
and statistics show that oOne out of

gvery ten of these babies die during
thair first _\*e:n: of life, between 250,000
and 300,000 each vear. It Is fully real-
ized by those who are well informed
on questions relating to public health
that at least 50 per cent of these die
from preventable dlseases. It is to
reduce this appalling harvest of the
Giita Reaper among the
by the
United States Depart-

been Inaugurnted
Bureau of the
ment of Labor

Three thousand live and smiling ba-
bies n North Carolina this year, or
that many little graves? Briefly, that
is what the campalgn in this State

is
means. |

Better Off Without Them.

Along with .a mass of heavy routthd
and the necessary tedious work of ar-
ranging for the registration,
the office of Adjutant General Young
is being dally besieged with letférs
from irate apous: urging that their |
husbands be drafted into the army

Most of the letters charge abuse of
deferred classification and most of
them, Genetal Young says, have begn
Investigated and found to be correct, |
When ingquiry by local boards confirms

second

thorities in arresting the deserters.
©ne letter particularly charges that |
the officers “positively refuse to ald
“'ﬂ

"The condition in general, Major
Langston points out, rather than par-
tcular and complaints have been reg-

$stered against a large number of
eounty officers over the State. Refer-
ring to it, he pointed out that the |

department of justice has ordered spe-
einl operatives to Mitchell county,
where the trouble is perhaps most ag-
sgravating. Unless the officials in the
oounty will lend their aid, Major
Eangston says it will be Impossible
for the federal authorities to accom-
plish anything,

Davie county is another bad county
-and the conditions there are almost as
‘Bmd =ms fu Mitchell, according to re-
purts v the adjutant general's depart-
ment.

Inder the selective service law and
wegulations, Major Langston says, offi-
RIS of the United States, the various |
stwies. and their subdivisions, are|
drafted into service and it is incum-
bent under this law, upon the sher- |
9% and their deputies not only to
prehend deserters and carry them to
fhe military authorities but it is plain- |
%y their duty thorouzhly to investigate
reparted desertions and other viola
tlons of the selectiye service act
While a zealous performance of duty

ap- |

8

| of the Southern Commercial Con

the statements made in the letters, the
reglsirant is reclas yd and induected
fmmediately into miiltary service

The general run of the complaints
reaching the Ad Ge | come
from wives of re rants who have
be=n given deferred classification be
cause of depe fami These,
largely, aver he registrant is not

supporting his femily and, in short, is

| 3 . 3 - )
| a nuisance and much better suited for

the army than “hauging around.”
Thege are not all, however. Every
mafl brings to General Young a ques-
tion like this: “We, the n igned,
who have dependent mothers or sis-
ters, wives or other relation, are in

class one and we would like to know
why , Whose mother has anough
property to amply support her, (some-
times the right of ingustrial classifica-

tion is challenged), Is in class 37"
In these good wives' views all can
concur. Manv a wile in North Caro-
lina 'would fare far better without the
things they must call busbands. Au-
thorities are cloge behind the cases in
this state and everyone will get jus-
tice—but justice is just what these

idlers don"t want.
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America’s Great Record in the
Raising and Sending of
Troops Is Revealed.

CROWDER HITS AT LOAFERS

Every Registered Man Must Fight or
Engage in Useful Occupation—Al-
lles Strike at Reerganizing

German Armlies—Brit.
ish Arrest Plotting
Sinn Feiners.

By EDWARD W. PICKARD. |
Ninety thousand Amerlican ftroops :
Ianded in Fronee In the first ten days |
of Mayg a milllon men to be on the
other side In & year from the time the
first were sent across the Atlantle: a
grand total of 2,03%.222 In active serv-
lee or In training, to be Increased to
000,000 or 5,000,000 before the end
of the next fisend vear. Such s the
proud record of the war department
and its plans for the near future as
stated to the house of representatives
by Mr. Caldwell of the military affalrs
committee. The committee unanimons-
Iy approvaed the £11,000,000,000 army
appropriation bill and It was reported
to the hounse.

Alr, Caldwell added: “The potential

mpn power of Ameriea, for a seven |
vear war, may be congerviutively estl-
mated at 20000000 figh men of

3 out of n

ra¢ognized wmillt

1re—th

0000007

Continually harassed by the artil
ing record with that of Great Britaln,
he sald: "“We began with less, went
further, and arrived with more In

shorter time"

The army hill was so amended thht
Willson unlimited
power to ecall drafted men to the col-
ors,

President Is given

— g —

A8 a step toward reallzing

ernment's expectations in the

of man power, Provast Mars |
ernl Crowder on Thursday issuef a |
drastle amendment to the -‘-‘n-]:“ft.‘.'-"l
service regulations, which will com-
pel every mun of draft age to eitl
Aght or wark after July 1. Idlers

all in hon-useful

occupations |

will be called In by draft hourds and |

glven their chol col-
ors or finding s
Amon

ganmhlers

of Joining the
» gseful oceupation.
e those nffected by the order are
and race track attendants,

baseball players and other professional

| sportsmen, waiters and bartenders,
thenter ushers, passenger elevator op-
erators nnd other attendants of clubs
rnd hol domesties and clerks 1o
atores ‘
In applyving the role deferred classi-
fication on account of dependents will
bhe utterly dlsregarded, and local hourds
on whether they have
orig af the registrunt
ar not.
It is belleved In Wash{ngton thut the
“fight or work” plan will go a long

wav in solving the problem of gettlng
sufficient lapor for the farms, the ship-
yards apd the munitions plants. Un-
til the results of Its operation are
seen there will be no more talk of the
conscription of labor.

Attorney General Gregory followed
up General Crowder's order with the
statement that all who leave the coun-
try to escape the draft will be prose-

‘o] on thelr return. "

——

That there will be encugh ships to
meet the requlrements of the sltua-
tlon seems anssured, for the shipyards
are turning them out in steadily in-
erensing numbers. At Rufgers college

week Secretary Danlels said that
bre another-summer we shall have
fodgh ships to cagry milllons of troops

gee thom there In safety, “The em-
peror of Germany'’ he udded, “knows
thut when the Unlted States bullds
enough ships bis end has come, and

t ealned,

| ereased during the week all along the

Bosvitzers In ey

ey

. Germany will not have enough food to

. | drive

o Fimnce. and ensugh destroyers to |

| machines on bhoth sides were brought
| down. but the Huns were by far the |
noted |

we are going to hulld enough ships,” |

Precident Wilson luul‘ consentad to
restore to the orizinl opumber the
fder of stopmers  employed o' onrry
F o to the ten milling starving
hatitints of Germap-oecupied Beiginm

-

[ and many of thew galned new

| the Anerican,

ince

being loaded for actlon,
trying to beut the English record of 3,005 rivets in a nlne-hour day. 8 Canadlan en-
ginears making an emergency telephone post out of a wrecked tree.

2, Riveters In the federal ship-

and France, but on the other hand he | The allled alr men carried out numer-

has cnused Holland to be notified that
if it wants the remainder of the grain
promised 1t by America It must send
Duteh ships for it at onece, The Neth-
erlands government had prohibited
the departure of Dutch vessels from

of shipping are lylng idle. The grain
rations promised to Norway are golng
forward, In Norweglan bottoms.

— T —

The food situation |n France has
Improved so much that the end of the |
regime of restrictlons Is In sight, and
the three mentless tlrl}‘.‘t a weelk, only
recently instituted, have given such ex- |
cellent that the measure will
of duration. Many of Hi-*:
older French soldiers will be released
for furm work as the Amerlean troops :
arrive In greater numbers,

resiults

short

1

he

In sharp contrast with this Is the

| condition existing In Germany and Aus-

trin, where the people are rellably re-
ported to be on the verge of starvation
and of consequent rebelllon. Wash-
ington is Informed that even with the
reduced ration planned for June 15

last through to the next harvest. The
lerliner Tageblatt says horse meat
and dog menat are being uszed by the

poorer classes In Saxony, and the
price’ has gone up.

The war prisoners of Germany of
course are the greatest sufferers. The

first contingent of Russian prisoners,
1,000 In number, to be exchonged un-
the recent agreement, has just
reached Petrograd and they are de-
seribed “veritable walking dead
men,”

As was predicted In this review
weeks ago, the food supply to be ab-
tained from the Ukraine, of which the
German government boasted much
Ivance, has proved so small as to
inconsequential,  And
kniser's treacherous treatment of that
v greatly ng the sirun-
tion there, for the people do not pro-
pose to ralse erops only to be robbed

of them.
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N —
hiarrassed by the artil-
of the allies, the
vrs were stl!l nbor
Ing heavily last week to complete the
reorganization of thelr armieg on the
west front for the resumption of the
and

Continually
lery and air foreces

German commnnd

So great was the task &0
| effective the Interruptions that com-
petent observers helleved the offens P
could not be begun aghin hefore the
middle of June. Meanwhlle General |
Foch and his nssocintes, instead of |
walting quletly to be attacked, took

every opportunity to Improve thelr sit-
uations, with the result that thelr lines |

grew stronger dnily. Flrst the Brit-

| ish and then the French, always alded

materially the An ans, struck
hard In local operntions so extensive |

by

that in previous warg they would he
elnssed ns hattles, The Anzacs start- ‘
éd off the week by recapturing Viile
sur-Ancre, Inflicting heavy losses on
the Huns, Ny the Poilus mnide one
of thelr whir attucks on a 4,000

yard front In the Locre uear

Kemmel, taking a conslderable number

reglon,

strengthened thelr de-
sive positions around Scherpenberg,

Mont Hon

which

fer

¢ and Mont Nolr.
v the Germans were pushed

Un suce-
L (3

other sectors, the

back In
gaining ground of tactical hoportance,
The Huns seemed to have lost much of
thelr fAghting spirit and their connter-
attacks had Httle dush and no success,

The artillers firlng on both sides In-

niljex nlwnys

line. The Germans were especlally
free with the pse of gas shells, bwt In
the American sector northwest of Toul,
at least, they got more than they gave,
for the Yankee batteries fairly deluged
the Germnn positiofsand eantonments
In the Gerechamp Wood with gas, In-
fileting severe punlglinent on the en-
emy.

The Americans carried out n number
of spirited patrol actions and ralds in
thelr sector bui had no extenslve en-
gagements,

_._-_.

Fighting snd bombing operations of
the aviators were extraordinari!y nu-
merous and exciting Tast week, Many

greater sufferers.  Among the
afr men lost was Msjor Raoul Lulbery,

|
|
|
of prigoners and holding the ohjectives ‘

ous bombing raids over German towns,
besides dropping many tons of ex-
plosives on the enemy's military estab-
lishments,

The Germans made a great air rald

| on,London, killing 44 persons and los-
Its ports, where more than 400,000 tons |

ings prior to June 30, 1917,
|

who Jumped from "his
biazing machine and was killed. Other
sericnn aviators  were very

netive

Innrels,

1
| the profitesra

| court Jury in Kansas City.

ing five of their planes, and attempted
two raids on Paris with little success.
More satisfactory to the Hun mind
were the results of some alr ralds on
British hospltals behind the llnes, for
several hundred siek and wounded sol-
diers were killed and Injured,
among the vietims were several wow-
en nurses who would not desert thelr
wards.
ron of Gothas that made this charac-
teristically brutal attack was Brought
down and eaptured and declared he did
not see the Red Cross gigns on the hos-
pitals, though they were plainly visible,
=-. “ —

Austria'’s renewed drive agninst Italy
did not develop last week, but reports
from ViennWsugid Austria had ceased

all military operations in the east on |
concentrate her

May 20 In order to
forces on the Italian front, so It 1§ like-
Iy the offensive will be started there
Very soon.
of the result,

——
The Germans eaptured the city of |
Abo in Finland and also occupled |

Bjorko, an Island In the Gulf of Fin-
land 80 miles from,Petrograd. In Kley,

caplital of the Ukraine, there was heavy |

fighting between the forces of Skoro-
padsky, the new Ukrainlan dictator,
and troops that remalned falthful te
the rada, .In '?nlm, on the Casplan,
which was préviously reported captur-
ed by the Russfms, the bolshevikl and
Mussulmans fought long and bitterly,
More than 2,000 were killed and mugi
of the eclty was burned. The food sit-
untion In Russln was reported to '‘be
growing steadlly worse except in Mos-
cow, Petrograd Is now entirely with-
out bread,

Copenhagen digpatehes say that Goen-
eral Mannerheim, commander in chief
of the Finnish white guard, has re
slgned because he was ordered to in-
vade the Russian provinee of Karella,

s B T

Declpring that It had discovered an
extensive and dangerous pro-German
plot In Ireland, the British government
tlescended upoan the Sinn Fein sudden-
Iy and arrested severnl hundred mem-
bers of that party, Inecluding its presi-
dent, Professor de Valera, and prae-
tically all the other leaders. The coup
rulsed s storm In Ireland and even the
nationunllists, though discluiming any
sympathy with the revolutlonary aims
of the Sinn Felners, declared the gay-
ernment’s action wne not sincere and
wns taken to eloud the home rule and
conscription situation, The Irish ob-
jectors to the draft seem to rely great-
Iy on publle opinlon In the United
States, and ovér here there Is n ten-
deney to suspend Judgment conce rning
the Slnn Fein arrests until the I'.ritis]:l
government adduces Its proof of a plot. |

It s sald the existence of the plot
wag known weeks by American
secret agents gnd that such notorious
Irishmen In -« America as Jereminh
O'Leary—now missing—were concern-
ed in it. It Is certain that no pro-Ger-
mun plotters in any of the allled coun-
iries will get any sympathy from the
Amwerican government or the Amerlcan
people,

for

_.- —_—

Director Genernl MeAdoo startled
the country Iast week by summarily re
moving from thelr positions all presi-
dents  of rallroads, In order to obtalin
more complete co-operation in the run-
ning of the lines, and, Incidentally, to
save nbout $20000,000 a year In eal-
arles. Many otheér high rall officinls
also have lost thelr jobs bhecause they
were doing littie to earn thelr pay. TIt|
Is Mr, McAdoo's intention to appolint
a federal director of the roads ln each
reglon, and some of the best of the
deposed presidents will ‘get these
pluces.

The government also hias taken over
the carrvier business of the Pullman
company, making it & part of the rail.
way Eysiem. The company will he
pald rental for lts earrler ladustry
based on the threeé-year average earn-

— -

Mra Mose Poastor Stokes, well-known
soelullst, was found guilty of violat
ing the esplonsge net by a federal
She had
nttarked the goveroment as an ally of

and |

The eommander of the squad. |

The allles have little fear |

—

WIDDLESEX DENTIST ON TRIAL
Dr. Lemuel Johnson Being Tried at

Rlichmond, Va., Chargad With Mur
s der of His Three Weeks' Bride,

| Bpeclal from Richmond, Va—Wheg
the fight for the life of Dr. Lemuel
| Johnson, Middlesex, North Carolina,
dentist, charged with the murder of,
his girl .wifa, is resumed the battle
will be waged upon the admiss{fn as
syidence of letters seizad by detaBavds
after the arrest of Johnson &§

N: C. When Attorney Harry®™. i
left at the afterncon adjournment, he
icarried with him letters passing be-
| tween Johnson and his wite and tiose
| written to Miss Ollie White, Zebulon
'N. C., music teacher, with him. "
| The letters were used at the prelim-
fnary hearing where it was disclosad
he repeatedly referred to the. nwisie
| teacher as “My Dear.” o’
| One of the letters whereby the'pros:
jecution seeks to establish a motive,
| which was introduced at the prelimi-
!nury hearing, closed with:

.l "I want you to come*to my burial.
| T have always loved ynu..and you shall
| be the last to come to gy mind before
[1 dle. You have trusted me in every
way and have capsed tay life
happy. Ollie, I want ydu {o get married
if you can ever find angpter, Good-bye
forever.” *%

This letter was foundsTn the room in
the Wilson hotel whgre Dr. Johnsom
| sought to end his ifre’and was aauress-
ed to Miss Ollle Whitg'so the prosecu-
| tion claims. The State claifns this let-

ter established a motive as to why
Johnson should have sought to kill
|his wife whom he tharried three

months® prior,

Another letter was addressed to Dr.
E. C. Powell of Middlesex, N. C. It
sald:

“My trouble is this:

“In order to save the character of
another, 1 rulned myself, my name and
honor. T have never loved but one and
I cannot bear to look into her innocent

| face again.

Many other letters are included in

| the seizure and it is underatoodl the de-

fense, after perusing the contents, will
make every effort to have them ex-
cluded from the testimony when the
case is resumed Monday,

Johnson {dr the first time was vis-
Ibly affected Saturday afterncon \l.‘he-n'
his attorney drew from the suitcase
contalning the exhibits, a piece of rib.

:bon which had bound the floral offer-
| ing Johnson had placed on his wife's

casket. A card hung at one end npon
which was written “My Wife.” He
placed his handkerchief to his eyes
and sobs shook his frame,

Home Gets New Start.

Raleigh.—The first step toward the
realizulion,ot a home for wayward
girls and women sincé the passage of
the act creating the “State Home and
Industrial Schgol for Girls and Wom-
en" by the _legislature of 1917 came
when Governor Bickett announced the
appointment®of the Board of Managers
consisting of five persons, three of
whom are women. The board to
meet in™Rajeigh on May 28 when it
will organize® and perfect plans fof the
establishment of the home. The legis-
lature appropriated $25,000 for the
buildings and $10,000 annually for
maintenance. Additional funds neces-
sary to establish the Institution must
be raised by popular subscription.

The Board of Managers appointed by
the Governor and their term of office
are:

Dr. A. A. McGeachy Charlotte, for a
term of five years.

Mrs. J. R. Chamberlain, Raleigh, for
a term of four years.

Mr, W. 8. Blakeney, Monros, for a
term of three years. .

Mrs. Stephen.C, Braglw, Washing.
ton, for a term offtwo ygars.

Dr. Delia-Dixon Carroll, Raleigh, for
A term of onea year,

Dr. McGeachy, given first appoint-
ment on the board and for the longest
term, has for years been an earnest
advocate of the measure which got
through the legislature of 1917 At
the 1915 session he led a State-wide
fight for the institution, and only the

is

policy of economy in State appropri-
ations defeated the measure. In 1917
the fight was so0 strenuous and the
need for such anl nstimttion was so

strongly presented that even the pol
iey of curtailment failed to bring it to
dafeat.

NORTH CAROLINA BRIEFS,

Money must be plentiful here in
North Carolina, A colored man in
this state advises In a paper that he
will glve a reward of four dollars and

& half for the return of a poodle dog
that is lost. Four dollars and a half
for the return of a little old white
poodle dog, and “over yonder” are
hungry orphan babies whose fathers
have baen killed fighting to make the
wokld a safe place In which to raise
poodle dogs.

The wheat crop in Caldwell ecounty
this ysar promises to be the best sver
known. They are having a glorious
seancn and all crops are looking ex-
ceptionally weil, Every farmer and
gardener now has an opportunity to
help win the war,

With appropriate sxercises and ad-
drasses the cornerstome of Guilford
cousity’s new hall a milllor dollar
courthouse was laid by the Grand
Lodge of Masons of North Carolina
Grand Master George M. Norfleel, of
Winston-8alem, and (he other grand
officers wore in attendance, acd took
part (@ the exercises

to be.
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