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',r*yuz‘. tall, ravboned sailor
stopped whistlineg whon

he saw the autemobile.
althotizh lips
mained pursed and va-
por continued to form
before iis mouaih.

Hoe o halted  midway
hotween  the  fog-bell
and the lizhthouse, awd
stamped his feet ener-
wetieally on the beaten
snow  path, for  they
were cold in spite of heavy overshues:

“Pen Cluri’s autoobiie”
and ke ¢°d not suay it joyiully.
catiin’ on Marie az'in”

The door of the dwelling part of the
Helitiouse opened and a rounz man,
diesse] ina Sur eoat, came out, placing
a can. also of fur. on his head. He
pau=ed - when he saw the sailor.

“Aerry Christmas,” said the fur-clad
ane, grinaing, and he passed on to
the automobile, elimbed in, and soon
was whirling away.

“Satie to yuh,” sang out the sailor,
although Le scowled as he approached
the door through which the other had

his re

said.
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A Light Shone Ferth Into the Winter
Night.

emergoerd,
hurry about it.
till tomorrow.”

There was nothing about the sailor
o denote that he was a seafaring
man, unless it was his rolling gait, for

“Seems he's gettin® in a
Christmas don’t come

| he was bundled up much as the other

his coat, instead of
wias an old fuzzy blue one.

man, although
being fur,
Navigatien had closed some months

ago,  because a larce share of the
Inke had an ey blanket. and
Harry Hammond was obliced to find
other. pursuits  till spring. 8o he

fished throvzh the ice and helned Keep
the village of Bennett supplied with
food.

His knock
eyed «irl of
brichtly,

“Hello, Kmeline” he <aid,
took her in his arms and asked her
about Santa and what she expeeted
the old ventleman from the Nerth
bring her.

Mg doll's what I want,” she

trying to spoil the part in his
hair, and failing because there was
not any there to begin with.,  “Duat’s
all—just hig deil”

.
a dark-
wio smiled

wos answered by
three years,

and he

told
him,

Frow the adjoining room eame on-
ot’er dark-eved givl of nineteen wip-,

inz her hands on
Harry placed

an apromn.

standing on the table. It wuas
of a very ¢ leoking young man.

Y mee My larb left a present.”
Nares b b mediately wished
he had Lop s iaonghts o himself,
for the girl tlared up.

“Yes,” she said with
fiunce.
ture,

ture

Lo

a tinge of de-
“Den Ciark left me his pie-
I hope you don’t object.”

The sailor studied the blue pattern |

in the
“Wouldn't
he

faded red carpet.
do much
responded.  “You
pretiy thick, Marvie.
was pretty well understood between
vou an’ me—bhut that was belore Ben
comnmenced takin® vou ridin® and
shinin’® up to you. A man with a cai
certainly does have an advantuge over
Uus poor guys.

Marie’s cheeks
tapped her foot.

“Look here. Harry IHammond,”
she said in a voiee that souhded like
a ringmagter's whip cracking, “gou
nor no man is going to dictate te me.
Mr. Clark has been very nice. Desides,
he's a highly reiined gentleman, and
vou—well, you're nct, and you know
It."

"Ben turned toward the door.

“Mehbbe 1 better step out o’ it alto-
zether,” he observed.

He opened the door and was «hout
to step out, when Emeline sprar ¢ into
his arms.  He Kissed the child . the
fprehead, then put her back on the
floor amd went out, remarking to Lim-
self that “this. sure is.scme merry
Christmas.” 3

That afteracon a storm -that had
been brewing fo¥ days vented its spite
on the villnge and its surroundings,
which included Clayton Pojnt and the
Hehthouse, - A raw, stiff "w!nd .carried
bititz »'eces of hurd snow,

“Mebl® Sania Claus tag't tome,” said
the tot, us she snuggled up to the

an’ he's gettin’

grew red and she

to |

the tot on the floor, |
and as he did so he discovered a pic- |

good if T did.”-|

I thought things |

older zirt und llstened to the howl--_

ing wind. :

“I’mhnhly not *2 replled Marle. who
was guazing abstractedly from the
living room window out over the
frozen Inke
Marie was quite sure Santa would
not come. Santa would have to be

her brother Frank, who was Emeline’s

father, and he was at Slean City, 20
~iles away, helping an lce. company

- np next saminei’s supply.  He
h: . cromised to bring something for
ineline’s Christmas, but Marie knew
he would not attempt the trip in the
storm.

Frank was the lightkeeper and the
zovernment records showed Marie to
ve his assistant.  Frank kept the light
burning during the summer and in the
winter found jobs J¢ various kinds to

perform.
About five o'cloek, through tne
storm, Marie heard an .automobile

horn, and presently eame a knock on,
the door. Ren Clark, blanketed with
snow, stood there when she opened it.

“T can’t stay,” he said, “or I won’t
be able to drive back, because the road
is drifting badly. I came because I
heard some news you’ll be interested
in. Harry Hammond went out on the
fce this morning with his dog team,
and up at the village a fisherman just
came in with the news that the
had cracked and part of it went out.
Hammond didn’t have a chanee in a
thousand, especially in this storm. He
surely must have drowned.”

Marile started back, horror in her
eyes.

“Harry drowned!” she cried. *“It
doesn’t seem possible. Are you sure?
Can’t you do something? Take me out
on the ice in your car. Perhaps he’s
still alive, lying somewhere on the ice
freezing. The ice must be firm for a
long ways out.”

“What?” coxclaimed Ben. “Go out
there in this howling blizzard? The
ice might hold up for a long ways,
but I'¢d ruin the car and we’'d stand a
good chance of getting pneumonia, if
we didn’t get lost and wander into
open water,”

Early’ that nf{:ht the villagers were
startled to see a red bar of light shoot
from Clayton Point. It was the first
time in history that that licht, whiech

had guided many a ship through sum- |
mer gales, had shone forth into a win- |

ter night.

Up in the lic
dooking throush
striving .to pierce

ht tower stood Marie
the great glass wall,
the: darkness and

storm with eyes that were red ‘from
weeping.
“There’'s not much hope,” she mused,

“hut there’s just a chance he's still
alivé and the old light might help
him.”

For hours she remained at the post,
‘\\"n(-!‘.'.r:: and waiting, all bat hopeless,
Midnight found her asleep in a chair
close by the light, exhausted by her
long vigil.

A seream from below made her wide |
awake. She stunibled down the stairs
and sroped her way to Emeline’s room.
To her surprige a lamp was burning
_and Yhere was Emeline seated on the
bed, bouncing a dell, fully
Lierse!f, on her knee.

“Sonda tane!” eried the little girl,
an:l now Marie reatized that it herd
been o sceream of joy that awak-
encd her,

cNanta tame ! repeated the tot., “I
found this right on my bed.”

Unable to understand, Marie went
out ivto the living
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“T'm dead, ali right—dead sleepy,” :Stﬁtggg‘(?;x‘:‘otgig of '_10 S I 0ad several sick, He called 'in
he grinned. “The ice opened up, all | Frask J. Cheney makes oaty \hat he | the wio after dissecting a rat
right, but I was on the cither side of | I8 senier partner of the firm of W- J. Feauchr on the ‘)r(ﬂmso% \1"-"‘9* that

the c¢rack, an’ by drivin® the dogs ke
the dickens 1 got over the dancor
place before she eracked on the other
side, I got to Sloan City without trou-
ble, an® comin' back I skirted the
shore. At that, I'd got lost only for
the ol' iizht.”

She took c¢ne of his hands! and
feund it cold. and rubbed it vigorously.

“But way—why did you go?’? ghe de-
manded.

He tried to stifle ancther yawa . but
didn’t sucreed.
Fiacline was lookin® for

ha answerec, “an’ I couldn't let
her be disappointed.”
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