s, hond

o Siaqusnees 1o staod A gl

RS,

e 10 rheer us, although & wali-
A ke fir
are aholly
A litln drsnm, God<given, to bl wa o
the war;

A litlo weloomo walllog us st cading of

the dayg;

A litle ‘rurpoﬂ ahls'ng through svery deed
o do;

Uncle Jonalh was the only sallor in
our family, snd that was one oo many.
Undeterved by hl Ohriplina nams, he
Tan away from bome ln hoyhood and
began his notoricts marine Career oe
& stowaway in #n Australisg clipper.
I can understand thgt ihe family life
must have jarrad upon him, for my
grandfather was o Methodist preachoe
of the uarrowest typo, and Uncle

—» Junal's hoyhotd was pourad by a sur-

Py
\

folt of chapel golng and long family

Mrayers.
.'WFor 20 years or 50 Unecle Jorah beld
no communieation with hils bereaved
family, wio alluded to him ag "u Jost
vessel,” and regarded his probable de-
cosan with equanimity. 'Then be re-
appeared, with riogs in his sars and a
8 rolkof banknotos in his pocket, snd
ondoned. Un-
Wk mpit satlors, U Jonah had de-
solopad thrifty babits. For the first
Week or two his reputation as & man
of substance  habled him to “sponge”
‘wpon the fr. .[Lurc_nrs ol ‘. villuge lun;
but after thul -people began lo resent
his stinginess, and the hospilable
siream of free drinks ceased to flow;
thereupon Uncle Jouah went no more
to the Goat and Compasses, and hegan
to tire of pastoral life, Boon he went
afloat ngsin, pectiring the command of
B irasp steamer bound for the Gold
of gguare gin apd

mned ri

1 bade him tirewell in
tmpton dotks one hleak evealn
February. His parting words aston-
Iaked me.

“James, my Ind,” he said boastful-
iy, “I'm going to-maks my fortune this
voyago, and If 1 ever come back I'll
muke a gentlemin of you"

The doubtful prospect of beocoming
8 gentleman without individusl exer-
tion did not lure me into idie habjts.
There was tho chanse, too, that Uncle
Jopah might be drowned. 1 porsupd
my vocatlon (as we pressmen phrase
It) until I rose to the position of re-
parter on the ¥ Scum,

Years passed, oo tidings of Un-
cle Jonah r reached me, uatll one
day, in the ordinary course of bual
ness, T was sent to Dow streot police
vourt to write up a case of plracy on
the high sens that promised to alford
good copy. The Intelligent reader will
have guessed that the accused person
proved to be my Uncle Jonrh; but 1
meed hardly say that 1 was wholly une
prepared to find a relative in the dock,

My profemsionsl geal enabled me lo
stifle any emotion that might have In-
terfored with the business In hand.

A man possessos the true journalistic

he is cypable of writing & de-
ueripve BrCtle J~the vivissetion of
his own father, and wii Ml pride’ in
the task.

1 recognized Unclea Jonah directly
he stepped into the dock. He had nged
-a litthe, for his black beard was
wtrenked with gray and his keen, for-
oty face had grown haggard; bul he

Alid not appesr o be greatly cast down

hls misfortunes. To say that he
BSR Dimsel! with dignity (I took the
liberty of saylog this In my report)
wonld be lnalcurate, Uncle Jonah
Bever tad any dignity, being one of
those familiar, volgar persons In
whose oompany even Lhe dignity of
others withers like a loal In sutumn,
Hiz shifty eyes explored the dingy
court and rested for & moment on the
“roportera’ table. He recognlsed mo and
winked.

The evidenco faken that moraing
was purely formal, and, pending the
altendance of some important wit-
nesses, the prisoner was remanded in
custody. 1 foresaw that the coming
trial would be made to excile excep-
tional Interest, casés of plracy being
comparatively rare. 1 was eager to
neture the first “Interview” with Un-
¢le Jonah, and to this end I played the
useful card of our relutionshin for all
it wan worth. The Inspecic of po-
Hee, after pocketing & soverslgn, con-
fossed himself unwilling to' realat the
nppeals of the prisoner's baloved
nephew, 1 waa permitted to spend half
an Bour In the cell ‘on vondition that
| made no professional use of the in-
terview, The cxigencies of journal-
It obligsd me to pledge my word

4 1o the Ihapector; though T foresaw the

tmponsibility of heaping my promise
And this iz the wtory of bafed pire-
oy a8 told by my Upcle Jonah, | re-

. - Iate 1t s netrly as pomiple In his

own words, omitting his Turid ‘mard- |

timo explicatives:

o

A little a Witls Tove, & Uttle 1ol 8nd

For little mas is living fa ,,‘.um.

A Mo :
A littls knowlodge mersty of 1ithe ways we

tor spmtort whea Winter nights A lttn dresm of Meaven swalting st the

I . g
A Uitle alihiough ob
For little wan ls Dving tn o woeld of lite
thlugs,
—Alfrod 7, Watsrhaum,

$ /e Economical Pirate.
:‘ By CHARLES OLBEIO, s

Faioon was rua by a syndicate of Qar-
many,"” he sald, “and my Instructions
Wwia to sttack nothin' bue Britisl sbipi
If I knew the names of the shireholds
ers I'd give 'sm to you, but they Al
ways pald my salary through an
ann

“What did you earn Unele?” 1
anked,

*Two hundred quid & moni. and §
percent commission,” he replisd. “The
first male wns to gol & hundred,” he
added, “and the seamen and stokers
Blx quld a woeak.”

“Thén the wages bill must have been
vary heavy,” 1 supgested,

“That's whare you're wrong, Jamen,™
sald my uncle. "In the old fashioned
way of business the Falcon would have
wanted a crew of aboul &0 handa, and
the company wouldn't have pald 10
percent unlesa we'd capturéd a mall
steamer or two every month, As 1
sald Juet now, a modern pirate’s got
to be run on economical lines, 8o Lhe
stingy directors only allowed me's doz-
en hands, including the cook, who was
under comntract to fight as well as
stew.”

“A dozen hands!"™ | echoed, Inoredu~
lously.

“The rest was dummles,” growled
Uncle Joush, "“mechanical dummics,
my boy, made in Germany,” he added,

eynically, *llke the war office feld

how you-efs pstryg

61 objectad, Yelne

our war office wonld have adopted the
patent.”

“These dida't fight,' sald Uncle Jo-
nah, “They was only meant to frigh-
ten the passengers of the malls we
stopped. Ever seen the Innards of a
Waterbory-wateh

I nodded,

“*Well, these dummies wore worked
on much the same llnes. Thelr in-
pardn was chock-a-block with long
steel springe, James, and tho wigs
and beards made 'em look as flarce s
If they wns fed on raw beef. Bome of |
‘e ¢ould do the cutlass exercise, oth-
ers used to walk up and down the deck
on ralls, and ono used to lean over the
fo'c'sle rall and spit, a5 nalural as life, |
The works was fitted to go for two
hours; after that you had to wind "em
np afresh.

“We had 80 of them German dum-
mies,” continued Uncle Jonah, “and if
you'd seen ‘em balf a cable away you'd
have taken your davy they was as
‘uman as any other pirates. [ belleved
in the beggars myself, James; that's |
where 1 made my bloomin' error.”

I wrung his hand in gflent gympath,
snd resumed my notes.
~*tn_bad weather,” contlnued Uncle
Jonah, “we had to keep tarpaulin cov- |
ers over ‘'emi, unles we aighted n]
prize; and when we got (nto the trop- |
fen wome of the faces, which was made
of compo,, began to melt”

“That was awkward,” | continged,

“No, we carrled a few spare Mnoss
and shifted the old ‘uns. There's many
& human man'd be glad to 'ave his
face shifted the same, and wimmin,
too, for the matter of that. I knew &
gal once In Liverpool, whose face—
Well, never mind abioit that” he broke
off; “wimmin aln‘t likely to trouble
about me any smore in this world Take
my afivice, James, and atesr cléar of
fomales, They cost & man & lot more
than they're worth, and if one oould
only make s fewmale dummy to cook
and pow on buttons—*

But my unclo's view oo women were
not original,

Gontly, but firmly I reslsied his di-
gression, for our time was.short snd
facts meant money.

ke burst-up cmme about [n this
way," Uncle Jonah resumed. ''We'd
taken ome-good prise (n the Atlantle,
and sent all hands comfortably to the
bottom, whom the sgent sent A eodé
message saying ss how the Caps mall,
with di'monds and gold aboard, would

journey, and & Nttle of W

than our revoivers, and I 1614 thi matd
not to close noaror to the mall than
600 yards, At that*dlstance our dum~
mies looked right enough, but thay
soamed & biL st (o the folnta at tlove
quarters. Perhaps 1 was & bRt flas
vied.” Anywny, | Oldn't solies hop«
thing ®rong with the mdte whén I
glys Lim the orders. When we got
rlotigalde the mail 1 balled tha eapiain
snd told bhim to send all bands for
ward except himself -and (he mates,
Then We hoarded the ship, and 1 had
a fow words with the captain. I tokd
him we'd come for the goil and the
di'monds snd (he loose Gakh and thé
wimmin's Jewalry, and If they gave any
trouble 1 should siak the ship with all
hands, 1 meant (o slnk her anyway,
but  thers wouldn't bave besm any
penso in making them desperate. My
instructions from tho ageat waa to
glnlt every prize we took And éparé
no Myes, N sounds a bt harsh,
James, but 4 pirale can’t afford- to
be tender hearted nowadayd, of he'd
have a dozen warships after him In-
side n monih. 'When we captured. the
Oceanlen (she was supposed to have
struck an leeberg, you'll remembor)
the navy wan and that fat headed mat
of mine wanted to taketheir plg
the wimmin; but thst,

ngainst the contraet, hng
allow It

ke & lamb.

e 4.7 bad dona b

leok at the Paleon you
hafitioubted she carried & Atrofg N
of WOt and ont murderers. ‘Sed
captiin,' says 1, poloting o my Ve
sel, "Peu might manage to hobhle me
and my search party: but it we don't
get enfeback to the Faleon in half an
hiour, my mate has ordars to blow this
hooker oot the water.

* “Vary welly, sayn he; T'm helplens,
and you're free %o gyt my ship, Sluce
you mean (o avold bloodahad, 11l give
you every facility.’

“ ‘Right says T, ‘this 2 & matter of
husineas, and the sooner we got through
with It the better, Tell the crew and
pussengers to fork out every sixpunce
they've got on them, and the wimmin
to dub up thelr jewehy, Let your
mate go round with & brénd bhag and
make the collection. Hé's got rethér
the cut of & church warden.'

“ You might do without the jewslry,'
said the cap'n,

“well, the married wimmin may
keep thelr weddin' rings,' says L "It's
quite Irregular, but I'm a widowsr my-
=L

“With that 1 followed the ecaptaln
down o the strong room, Wking fout
hands with me to carry up the gold
My iden wns to hang on to
the di'monds myseif till I
cotld gel "am under lock
and key in my own cabln. Bo you see,
James, I couldn’t avold going below
to the strong room, and If that lurld
ass of a matse had obeyed orders |
might have been In South Amesica by
now, lving llke & lond mayor."

At this polnt in Ui nsrslive my

agilily, and accuracy of alm. Thero
Are many polntd About the game which
maké Il sol onlike dueck-ontherodk
that mokl boys hiave played. A plot
of land, About 76 feet long and 36 feot
wids, I8 mquiied to play the gums,
or & plees about the pize of tha aver-
agd tennly court. It may be olther
graised of hord gravel, grasa being
preferable,

Any numbeor less than a dosen can
play, 1%, lowover, belag abbut the
right number {or each slde, The eap:
tain of each sjde Is koown as the
browner, while he choossa two {rom
his toam to act as backloes. Each
player iz provided 'with a ytone worn
wenooth upon toe Eidé and sa nearly
pblong as possible, welghing from
olght to 10 pounds. These are offi-
clally known as the “laplds” Near
the contre and at one end of the
courss Is placed the basicalapil, =
sione about a foot high mod a cunol-
form shape. The twa browners dedikly
whith wide will be In, &nd the sl
thats hag Itk (nnkagy adeantes 810
50 fest Jistant frém tho Haslatls
onch man care
the brownor, wha

Uncle Jonah fell Into & gloomy reveris | ©

from which 1 hisd to rouse him before
he resumed It

“Thore was 100,000 quide’ worth of
gold in that strong room, of I'm &
ling,” he continued, “and enough di-
monds to have half fAlled & bread brg.
It took ua some time to got the gold
on deck mnd lower it into the boat,
but I nevertnckisdany job that scomed
to tire me so little, When T got on
deck the third time | saw In a shake
that something was wrong. The crew
and pamengers of the mall was all
craning their necks over the alde and
siaring st the Faloon.

“1 took & peep at her mysalf, and
blamed I the mate hadn't clossd In
that near that you conld have heaved
a biscitit abesxrd her, The fool it
have besn ¢iunk, I suppme, or he'd
have had (bs sense lo

be off Madeira on n certaln date he |

mentioned. 1 munaged to Al up with
coal from mn old bark, which gave us
the dovil'a own trouble to slnk mfter
wetl done with bher, and then slenmed
south fn good time o jook after the
Rbodes Castle, 8be wns tmed (o
josve Madolra In the foremoon, and |

wanted to overhaul her {n daylight, so ||
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