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Obituary notices, cards of thanks, tributes of respect, by individuals,
lodges, churches, organizations or societies, will be regarded as adver
tising and inserted at regular classificd advertising ranes,
will be marked “adv.” in compliance. with the postal regulations,

such uotives

sensibilities.

The Press invites its renders to express their opinions through
its columns and each week it plans to carry Letters to the Editor
on its editorial page. This newspaper is independent in its policies
and is glad to print both sides of any question. Leiters to the Edi-
tor should be written legibly on only one side of the paper and
should be of reasonsble length. Of course, the editor reserves the
right to reject letters which are too long or violate one's hetter

Weekly Bible Thought:

Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather
even reprove them. ' Ephesians 5:

11.

A Pleasant Surprise

URAL roads have long been a troublesome prob
lem, politically as well as physically.
counties, Macon included, the public has had to pu
up with poorly attended country roads for so long
that it has grown to accept the situation as one hal
Delegations conld wo he

just couldn’t be helped.

fore the county commissioners and, sometimes, gel
temporary improvements for this road or that.
inevitably, the roads would be in as bad condition
Frequently farmers

as ever within a few months.

have found that if they wanted a passable road they®
would have to ditch and drain it themselyes.

Then, last spring, the General Assembly voted to
turn over the maintenance of .all county roads to
the State Highway Department,
never have been taken were it not for the fact that
the counties themselves had failed miserably i keep

This action would

In many

jut,

each story in this series.
Prize of 51000 will be given for

$3.00; and fourth, $2.00,

member of o subscriber's family.

pale,
ol be regarded as employes,

plausible solution,

myslery we wanl.

cisions will be final,

second iskue after the publication
test is eligible to participate,
subscriber also are eligible.

(10) Only one solution by an

as your entry.

RULES OF CONTEST

(1) Open 1o any paid-up subscriber to The Franklin Press, or

READ CAREFULLY

A ¢ash prize' of 5250 will be given for the best axplanation of
There are twelve stories in all. A Grand

the hest set of explanations or

solutions for all of the stories, with a second prize of $5.00; third,

(2) No employes of The Franklin Press permitted to partici-
However, communily corvespondents of this newspaper will

(3) Explanations ar solutions submitted must be wrilten on one
side of paper only, with name and address clearly written in upper
left corner, and must not exceed 250 words in length.

(4) The readers submitting the most plausible explanations of
the “ghosts” will be awarded prizes,
the same solutions, the prizes will be awarded to the one whose
solution is first received. Some of the stories have more than one

Should two or more send in

(5) Liferary expression does not count—it is the solution of the
Make your explanation brief and to the point,

(6) Solutions must be received by The Franklin Press not later
than Wednesday midnight of the week following publication of the
story for which the solution is written,
each story will be published in the issue ‘of the succeeding week.

(7) The contest will be judged by the editor of The Franklin
Press and two other unbiased persons selected by

The author's solufion of

him. Their de-

(8) The name of the prize winner will be announced in the

of each story.

(9) Anyone subscribing to The Franklin Press during this con-
Members of the family of a new

1§

individual will be considered.

you send in more than one, the first one opened will be considered

SEND IN YOUR SOLUTION NOW
TO GHOST EDITOR

B The Ghost -oflt-he Lon_ely House
‘ By David McFall
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then the General Assembly's action was received| Mol s, FodeTc Kitg) Hid

with considerable scepticism as to whether it would
== result in any improvement of conditions. The Press
frankly admits that it was among the sceptical, fear
ing not only that there would be little or no 1m
provement in the roads but also that the increased
maintenance division of the Highway Department

would be used for political purposes.

It has been less than six months since the Highway
Department assumed its new responsibility and, we
are glad to say, not one of our fears has material
ized. The county roads in Macon, at least, are i

better condition than they have ever been.

A, as

for the political angle, the enlarged mamtenance
forces seem to go blithely about their business in
a most businesslike manner, utterly disregarding pol
itics, That might be bad for politicians but it's line
for the roads and those who have to travel over

them.

In the course of a few months more than 14 miles
of county roads in Macon have been drained and

scraped and given a surfacing of sand or gravel.

134

December 1, according to R. H. Plennnons, assistanl
district enginecer of the maintenance division, cvery

school bus road, not only in Macon but also in other |

counties in this district, will be similarly repaired.
Many other roads in the county, some of them hithe
to almost impassable, have been ditched and scriped

Considering the limited funds set aside by

the

General Assembly for county road work—about §o.
000,000 for the whole state—the maintenance lorces
deserve the highest commendation for what they have
accomplished thus far and the fullest cooperation

L that they might carry on the good work. .
fictency of the new system has been proved beyond !,
a doubt and we are glad to say good-bye to the ali|

conditions.

Join the Red Cross

The ol

E best way we know for one to express a sincere Thankseiin:

appreciation 18 to enlist in the Red Cross roll call aud 1w

the Macon County Penny Club.

aiding the unemployed, a penny
of March,

Membership in the Red Cross s
one dollar, but those who are able to give more are urged 1o do
Fifity per cent or more of this money is o be used right here in

meal

from

now  until the first

It is a small amount for cuch individual, butr if cyvervon

‘. who can spare three pennics a day will join this ¢lib and abide by

ure 11

\ g ._Qi_rc need of food and clothing, This money will be urned over
'_"f'_!c%e Red Cross for relief of the needy m Franklno and throughons

A

© the county,

Those who feel they are unable to give money but who have plent
of farm produce can “do their bit” by donating canned fruits and

~vegetables,

Old clothing also will be appreciated.

Red Cross head

quarters in the Masonic Hall will be open each Saturday to receive
such gifts as well as to act on requests for aid,

Most of us have a lot for which to be thankful and should welcome
the opportunity to makeé thankful those who are less fortunate.

honse mentoned i vonmection with

oAy now oeedpicd, dowaonld Bie

comsidirate Moo give & ochue T i
exacl b or phace But 1 may
sity thus: The houose s seated al
the hewd of o sl valley o
conithe, near the source of a spring
fed Dbroouk: on vieh side but wn
li ;l\il_\r' '.\.luul! li |ii|i- Fisg lu i
hvight i thiee or tonr hundsed
feer, efitting ofi o severad hours ol
the mormie  and of  the evening
siiny the wpen sude pomuis the
cpress ol the  stoeam, and allow
barely vootie for a0 romghe and iy
roned g rrow meadows  besid
it

No o possiblo arnifice  wonld ever
have npaede thy |rl.u ¢ che i|I'l|J il
everything secins o have been

o atded 1o 1=

The house

theet ennhd have
acturally disinal aspect
1rself veitrstrocted of - materials

trneetlies e o now and fervently
D the dastool s kind ' 1 shiall
rosee, s comitoriing to knoty
U e prescut occupiants of e
otk ~und
rhis yeferone
it it they

an wpdettered
LIV L (VY
i, il {1

Mospse  ar
1§l

AP pPre

I Febrvdey, 17220 adi old friend
ol e bougehit the house Tor
i, for the vne purpose of spend-
LU 1lni=_1‘_v a mottth or so ot

Me was on the of 2 meital
| breale-down and hoped 1o find fiesl-
e in the secliston and quict of
the place Wil for an diderlying
bl utispoken reason s g loon suit-
el his moodd the reson ke me the
b s comdition. He kuew,
atid 1 knew, that weither physical
disability nor overwork noe fnan-
cial trouble had any part in il
He feared (hat he was doomed to
insamty, and vamly  haped  that
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(This is the fourth in a serles of twelve ghost stories being
published by The Franklin Press in its Guess-the-Ghost contest.)
all its human hives, may be found
and seerngly as foinote as any in the wilds
movrlands of Yorkshire and of Devon,

ad certiin wrcas i e lake disteier and in the fen country, comprisc

EXPLANATION
Of Last Week's (Sunday's)
Ghost Mystery:—

The Ghost In the

Swamp

As everyone knows, a lantern
or torch carried in the hand in
the darkness CONEEALS al
most as many objects as it re-
veals, for in shading the light
with the hand to focuse it on
one object, others are thrown
into the shadow, necessarily,

When | approached the mound
I must have focused the light on
it, and in so doing [ obscured
a dead tree at one end of it
When | arose, a broken limb
of the tree caught my sleeve,
and my effort to free myself
disturbed an owl that sat in the
upper branches, bewildered by
the light. The owl, commonly
known in Florida at that tim
as the “laughing owl” has a
most uncanny, screaming cry,
and it emitted this screaming
laugh. The bird is described in
the encyclopedia as belonging
to the genus Strix Flammea.

a most willing sacrifice which |

wis all 1o sure would be unavail-
mu.  For six weecks we lived to-
cotlivr in two rooms of the cight-
Foom dwelling, our only companipn
friend's big biftk
Newloundland dog, with a white
star on his breast. "My friend
hid  the means to furnish our
apartments. comfortably, and we
would have been comfortable had
ik not been for the intrusion of an
unbidden guest, I
Our long cvenings were spent in
discursive (alk, punctuated by the
ticking of a grandfather  cock
which was o Toatdly heéirloom be-
longimg to my I[riend. Many times
Forepretted that “he had brought it
with him.  In the mtense silence
of the remote countryside at night
its load ticking was the only aud-
ible  sound  apurt from our own
valees. o every break in our talk
the cloek filled in the lull, and the
ticking sounded to my ears like the
persistent  reiteration of an  un-
escapable sentence of doom. My
iriend  also was  disturbed  and
toved by it—and when at irregular
intervals there was a  spasmodie
whirr of the winding gear, or. an
ill<timed  <triking of wrong Hours,
1 observed a momeniary shadow
sweep over his face.
“At the end of the sixth week 1
found it necessary to leave my
iriend for a day. I promised to
return that night, and did. 1 got
back very late, unavoidably, As 1
drew near the house, to my sur-
prise I saw no light anywhere
abour it 1 did not expect my
friend to sit up for me, but 1
had supposed that, with his usual
thaughtfulness, he would have left
a light for me, as a beacon. I
could scarcely see even the out-
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“Gee Whiz! If he don’t burry up I'm going
to get another truck — thot’s all” 3

lines of the house in the Jdarkness

and 1 stumbled toward it blindly.

When | reached the door 1 found
it locked, 1 thought it ui-
necessary  precaution in a
which no stranger would ever find,
I knocked and awanted an answer-
ing call.  There wis no sound
within, I knocked again, loudly—
in the stillness wmy knock sounded
thunderous in iy ears.

I waited in silence for a few
moments, when | heard the step
of stealthy feet in my room over-
head, Someone came down the
stairs, slowly and hesitatingly and
as quictly as possible, and stood
just within the door. 1 spoke, an-
nouncing myself, and asking to be
let in.  There was no reply, and
in a minute of two | unmistakably

Al

place

heard the footsteps of someone
going LD the creaky stairs.
1 was alarmed, buot knocked

again, more loudly, After a long
interval I heard the descending
steps once more, and knew that
the unresfonsive listener was al
the door, 1 spoke and explained
who [ was and begged that the
door be opened. ‘There was no
answer, | pressed my face against
a glass pancl in the door, shield-
ing my with' my hands to
cut off any possible glewm of dis-
tracting light, and keenly peered
into (he dark room,

L could not see u thing—unless
it was more than a fancy that
saw o Dlacker shade moving about
in the dark, and a faintly ghim-
mering gray object creeping over
the floor, While 1 looked, the
shadow melted away dnd 1 heard
something again stealthily mounting
the stairs, and then all was still

There was bot one thing forr me
to do. I went all around the
house, trying the jront, side, and
back doors. | found them all
locked, and they were too sirong
for me 10 break open. 1 tried
cach window, and found it secure-
lv. fastened. Apparently every pre-
chution had *been taken to bar me
ot cifectnally, but never, 1 was
gertain, with my friend's concur-

eyes

rence, 1 stooped down and groped
for a stone with which ta break
a  window-pane, so that 1 could

release: the enteh, when my - hand
came into contact with an outside
“Zl[b—t]ur‘nr Teql i 7 into  the
cellar, 1 had forgotten about it
though 1 had stepped on it twice
in going around the house,

Fortunately, it had not been boli-
ed on the inside. 1 lifted the door,
resting it against the wall to keep
it: open, and cautiously descended
the rotten treads. The wide cel-
lar, extending under the whole of
the house, and broken only by the
supporting walls and pillars, was
damp, cold, and evil-smellmg. 1t
was full of broken barrels and box-
es and the aceumulited rubbish of
many years. [ had a few natches,
which I struck one after anothsr,
being ctreful to extinguish the last
spark on each one betore throwmg
it away, lest I set fire to the litter
strewn about.

1 knew the position of the steps
leading from the cellar to the
kitchen, and feeling my way by
the intermittent hight [ soon found

kitchen door was not locked; I

pressed the thumbelatch and it

the stairway and mounted it. The|that's a sign of ?"

opened smoothly. 1 entered, and
stood ;ur a moment listening, and
then called out several times. |
conld not hear the shightest sound
of any kind in reply—all 1 could
hiear was the gnawme of a mouse
somewhere in the wall, wlich swl-
denly ceased when 1 spoke dnd
quickly resumed when I was silent,
and the ticking of the cloek,

Yet |

the
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WIS dwire presence

in though -
heard i
formless the

inky darkness of the night, sevm-

oo, Wiks
that

than

and unseen except

shade, deeper

ed near me,
and for the
felt light,
hand. But there was nothing there.
I made wide sweeps in the air with
my arms, but ne picee of {urniture
or other object was within reach,
There was no lamp  downstairs,
but 1 easily made my way in
the darkness to our upstairs living
room, as [ knew the position of
the hall and the winding stairway
so well 1 went to my own room
first, without kunockimg al oy
friend's door as 1 passed i, with
the instinctive desire, no doubt, to
relieve myself in the easicst way
of the misgiving that distressed me,
I had lefit my candle in ity unsual
place on the table near the head
of my bed. In erossing the room
to light it with my one remaining
mateh 1 accidentally  touched
living, breathing, but SILENT ANL
INVISIBLE occupant of the bed,
[ withdrew my hand quickly, and
with trembling but ‘hasty fingers
struck the maich; and so ncar to
the flame that it might cusily have

Onee, and once only,
briefest instant, |

i cold touch on my

been set afire by it was i shegt
of white paper, pinned (o the head
board. 1 kunew at once it wias a
message, but until | read it |

could think of snothing clse, not
even of the occupant of the bed.

[ lit the candle and took down
the paper and read the few line:
writlen on it. They were writte
with a firm hand—the lust eyvidene
of a courage that had outlived
everything it had fought for,

The words had been written by
my friend late that afternoon just
before dark, for he used the phrase
"I can scarcely see-—=", They told
me simply that he was going oul
for a long walk and that 1T might
not see him again. He was pro-
phetic. T soon learned what b
came of him, but T had not the
heart to go lu sce him, for lie
would not have recognized me,

I have always been tharklul that
the only mention of his case in the
press referred to the identification
of "“the man wlho was found wan-

dering in Moorfields, while suffer
ing from lass of memory.” 1t was
considerately expressed.  But th

reporter has not vet learned, and
therefore cannot describe, the we-
cupant who took possession of the
house the moment my friend left
it. -
(The End)

He (as they drive along a lonely
road): “You logk lovelier to me
every minute. Do you“know what

She: “Sure, You're sbout to

Oak Grove
School

The Armistice Day program of

plir community was, as a whole, a
eredl  Success,

After the program given by the

different grades of the .'il:hnok

Adly.

It, 11, Sisk, who as usuval delivered

the

audience was  addressed by

a very cloquent and inspiring talk
giving the reasons why one shouid
juine the Red Cross,

A bountiful dinner was served by
the school
distfict,  Almost every family in
the community was represerted
with well lilled baskets and a
spirit of goud will and fellowshin.

At the noon, hour
Byeedlove and her corpse of waork-
ers secured several subseriptions of
membership of the Red Cross, be-

goot  people of the

sides a number of donations of
foul and elothing.

Alter lunch the auditoriung el
the school house was  filled 1o

liear the very able and helpinl ad-
dress made by Rev. N. C. Dungean,
who spoke on the theme of lusi-
g world peace and the brothyr-
hood of man. He also stated that
people who accomplish things
time ol peace should be held i
before the school  children  of
Ameriea as heroes, mstead of those
who  accomplish momentary  faune
when urged on by the éxcitemont
of war,

After the regular program
parents and teachers met to gadier
i a special meeting, and disensso
the plans alveady outlined for sip-
plyipg  runming - water-  for  1he
S("llllj', -

The membership and attendance
of our school are increasing daily.
Nw, 1. )7 Mann, principal, just
won't quit hammering on us try-
ing to get us to think, MNrs.
I'ranks and Miss Meadows have
the primary and intermediale
grades  climbing the ladder of
knowledge,

Make Your

Decision Now

One of the best habits you can
form’ 18 the habit of prompt de-
cislon,

Start now—make up your mind
that vou are going to hold a better
position a few months from to-
day. Begin your business train-
ing immediately with other serious
minded young men and women who
make up our classes,

You will enjoy association with
these voung peope and your prog-
ress from day to day will add
further pleasure,

In a comparatively short fime
you will be ready for a splendid
position and you will find a worth-
while opportunity awaiting you.

Call or write the Athens Busi-
ness College for information.

Phone 771,

ATHENS BUSINESS COLLEGE.
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