By WILLIAM C. UTLEY

NDEPENDENCE of the Philippines

was not assured when President

Roosgevelt signed the new islands’

constitution, prepared under the
Tydins-McDuffle act, and turned It
over to a committee of islanders last
spring. Although the act, lustily wel-
comed by Filipinos as the achievement
of victory in thelr never-ending cam-
paign for independence, provides that
all bonds between the United States
and the tropleal possessions in the
gouth Pacific shall be severed once and
for all on July 4, 1945, after the fslands
have had ten years of practice In gov-
erning themselves, the feeling Is grow-
ing that before those (en years have
passed the Phillppines will be ready,
even anxious, to amend the agreement
{nto something which will leave them
more certain safety from dangers
which are becoming more apparent day
by day.

Indeed, since the return of Vice
President Garner and the large dele-
gation of senators and congreasmen
who visited the Islands to attend the
fnavguration of President Manuel
Quezon, one question which has con-
stantly presented {tself to them I8
Do the Filipinos actually want Inde-
pendence?

And the answer seems to be: Yes
—and no. The desire of the “common
tao"—the picker of coconuts, the work-
er on the sugar plantations, the la-
borer of the rice flelds—Is, a8 it has
been for decades—INDEPENDENCE!
sIndependence” is set In capltals and
followed by an exclamation point be-
ecause to the Filipino of that level it
is a cry, a political slogan, taught to
him for many years by the politiclans
of Manila. It I8 a catchword that rep-
resents to him democracy, freedom In
a vague sense that It {s something a
little better than the poor lot he has
now. It never occurs to him that Inde-
pendence 18 possibly the thing that
will prevent his enjoying “freedom”
in the centurles to come.

For grpve dangers confront an Inde-
pendent Phllippine commonwealth that
could easlly destroy the very liberty
the common tao associates with inde-
pendence. They are both political and
economle, both Internal and external.

Fear Japanese Invasion.
The most imminent danger, as the

avernge American sees it, is the men-
ace of expanding Japanese fmperial-
fsm in the ¥ar Hast, ready to grab
what it can In its need for room for &
gwelling population and for raw mate-
rlals to feed its growing and efMelent
industries. The Philippines are 10,000
miles from the capital of the United
but only 800 mlles, from Asla.

Most serlous of the problems to the
Fllipino is the economic collapse that
when free trade with the
cot off, The Tydings-
McDuffle act provides that in the fifth
of the ten-year period before com-
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cltizens. Further danger to the exiat-
ing government la seen coming from
the flelds far beyond the clties, in the
form of uprisings of the agrarian
population, which has been reduced to
a pitiable peonage, and which may
find itself unable to secure 4 living
if the principal market for Philippine
raw products Is destroyed. Most disas-
trous revolutions begin mnot in empty
heads, but empty stomachs,
First of the problems to be discussed
officially in the United States will be
the economlic one, for President Roose-
velt is expected to call & trade con-
ference some time this year. Some-
thing may be done at that time to ef-
fect a revision of the tarlff schedule
which may be more favorable toward
the islands.
As it Is, various estimates have It
that the first duty to be imposed—
only 6 per cent—wllk wipe out from
37 to 63 per cent of the four-fifths
of all Philipplne exports which go to
the Unlted States.
Take sugar, for instance. Under the
Jones-Costigan act, the iglands' sugar
quota I8 1,045,000 short tons, and it
enables the Industry to make a good
profit. But sugar exporters are loud
In thelir insistence that with even & 5
per cent tax they cannot compete with
Cuban sugar In the American market.
Our Own Trade Suffers,
The rule works both ways, too. The
Philippines buy 30 per cent of all tex-
tiles exported by the United States, If
tariff walls prevent the export of Phil-
ippine goods to America, it is hardly
to be expected that the islands will
protect our textile exports, All of the
business will go to Japan. Japan has
made terrific Inroads on our textile
business: in 1032 we sold 81 per cent
of the textlles Imported by the Islands;
in 1033, 74 per cent: in 1934, 43 per
cent, and In late 1935 only 23 per cent.
There Is no doubt that the Philipplne
government would get up tarlf barriers
against textiles and other goods Im-
ported from forelgn countriea, if we
were willlng to make equivalent con-
cesstons. It must be remembered that
we also sell the Islands dairy prod-
uets, canned fish, wheat flour and
manufactured products—In fact, the
Phillppines are our ninth bhest cuos-
tomer. Under the Tydings-McDuffle act
we stand to lose virtualy all of that

trade.
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Many of the Phillppine raw mate-
rirls which now come into the United
States duty free are profitable to this
country, for (hey must be processed
here, and therefore keep many Indus-
tries going. Philippine sugar Is re-
fined here; copra I8 pressed Into coco-
clgars are taxed and distrlb-
uted ; hemp fiber I8 made Into rope and

One of the most Important Bources
of war materials Is the Philippines.
Copra furnishes coconut ol Lo make
the glycerine th-t goes lnto high ex-
plosives, and the shell makes fine
charcoal that Is necessary in gas masks,
and hemp are neceasities
‘mainteining & wavy.
The islande also have plenty of good |
{ron, chromite and manganese, It is
inevitable that in & war In the Pa-
cific, Japan would selze the islands
{n no time if they were independent of
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and Industry are rapidly taking ad-
vantage of the richest soll of the ls-
lands to assume the leadership of the
hemp Industry, which the Philipplnes
alone possess.
The Japanese have improved roads
in the hemp country, introduced mass-
production methods, and Installed ma-
chinery to strip the hemp fiber from
the trunk of the abaca plant. They
have Introduced co-operative market-
Ing direct to the shipper. Contrast
this with the Filipino native who chops
down a plant, carries home the trunk

Ambitlous youth seeking
thelr places early In life In & malad-
justed world will find encouragement

pages ol history,
ifornin Doy Scout executive, In the
Rotarinn Mugazine tells of a few of
the young men and women whn hoye
‘done big things"

Willlam Pitt, Mr, DeGiroot cltes as
his first example, filled the responsi
ole post of chaneellor of the exche
juer at twenty-three and served ag
orime winister of Great Britaln at
‘wenty-four. George Washington was
only twenty-three when he led the
Virginia troops agnlnst the Indiuns
and French,
palgned for publie office at twenty-
Jour.
“Treasure Island”
Galols at nineteen proved that equa-
tlons higher than the fifth order could
10l be solved algebralenlly, and there-
by advanced the theory of groups for
the solution of higher equatlons.

brake at twenty-three. Alexander | company,
the Great conquered and ruled the
world bhefore he was thirty. Sir|at once.

Isase Newton at twenty-four formu-
inted the law of gravitation,
ney was not more than twenty-nine
when he Invented the eciton gin.
Charles Dickens wrote "Ollver Twist"”
at twenty-five. Napoleon at twenty-
bseven was In command of the Italian
army.
ty-seven when he made his conquer-
ing and historle speech agalnst the
Stamp act.
far above the Youth Service age lev-
el deslgnated by Rotary (twenty-four
years), when he astounded and bene-
fited mankind with many of his In-
ventions. 5

only twenty when he qualified for
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Records of World’s Nota-
bles Are Encouragement

au important post on the first expe-
dition of Admiral Byrd to the Ant-
arctle reglons, and he was chlef bl
ologlst on the second Byrd expedi-
The average nge of the mem-
bers of Ameriea’s “ontlnental con-jcost of $£50,000,
thirty-five.
members, at least, were under thirty
—Rdwird Rutledge, twenty-five, anmd
John Jay, twenty-nine.

Lindbergh tmmortulized himsel! at
twenty-five; moreoyer the best ont i
500 poems on the Tindbergh flight
neross the Atlastic in TH2T was writ-
ten by Nathalla Crane, fourteen-
vear-old girl of Brooklyn, N. Y. And |
g0 on, nlmost withont end could we
record the achlevements and services
of vouth In the fields of atatesman

Invention and courage.—Kansas City |

Pension Plan for Employees

Announced by Wrigley Co.

the
falrness of soclil securlty to work-
ers and belng In favor of an old age
penslon plan, the Wm. Wrigley Jr.
hag announnced a
slon plan, for Its employees, effective
More than 1,300 employees
are affected by the move.

Under the Wrigley plan the com-
and employees contribute for
future service penslon on u fifty-ifty

The plan provides for em-| from’ catching hold™ and getting worse Is,

ployees to be retired at the age of st once, to nse Inter-
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famous person In the world today
has been recorded .n at least one
«utograph album. '

A recently completed collection of
slgnatures, acquired Dby It8 owner
through 25 years of travel and at a
contnlna every one
20,000 autographs that he
wanted, Ineluding those of kings,
aresidents and dietators, with the
one exception of Pope Piug XI's.—
Colller's.
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and strips oft the fiber by hand—a
back-breaking job, dries it In the sum,
ghares it with his landlord and gets a
poor price for what 1s left, and it I8
easy to see why the Japanese colony
controls 25 per cent of the total hemp
production.

Japs Control Retall Trades.
The same superior business methods
have enabled the Japanese to corner a
large and ever-increasing share of the

wagon caravans that crossed the con-
tinent during the gold rush days of
the 1840's can be geen today on the
galt beds of Utah, Owing to the pe-
cullar nature of these flats, the tracks
of the wagons have been preserved
on this desert by a distinct discolora-
tion.—Collier’s.
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The last signs of the covered
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retall trade In the cities of the archi-
pelago. One estimate, probably high,
puts 40 per cent of all the retall busl-
ness of the islands under Japanese con-
trol, with Americans and Filipinos
holding 85 per cent and the Chinese 25
per cent or less.
Inabllity to compete with Japanese
industry is but one of the things that §
has made of the Fillpino farmer &
peon, Another Is the evil of the ap-
portionment of land. Much of the land
in the islands consists of a few great
onits held by the Roman Catholie
church, which refuses to sell it, and
by a handful of wealthy Filipinos.
For this reason, a large ghare of the
farmers are tenants, ghare-croppers
who have no opportunity to acqulre
thelr own land, and are often ex-
pleited by the land owners, Even the
Fillpino who does own the small strip
of land he works Is often & share-
cropper. He obtalns seed loans at the
almost unbellevable Interest rates of
10 to 20 per cent, compounded every
month, and by the time he has repald
enough in crops to cover his debt he
is lucky to have enough to provide
for himself and his famlly.
Political campaigns have taught this
peon to belleve that the answer to the
{lls from which he suffers Is Independ-
ence, and his hot desires for his rights
have often provoked him to actual acts
agalinst the government In Manila, An
example was last May's uprising of
many thousands of Sakdal peasants
in the areas where landlordism exer(s
its tightest grip. They marched upon
the eapital city and formed a Ting
around it, and they were dispersed
only after 80 of them had been kiled.
Bulld Army for Defense.

Undoubtedly one of the reasons for
the large army the Quezon govern-
ment Is bullding is the danger of fur-
ther argrarian uprisings. However, the
chlef reason Is the need for defense
of the islands against fovasion. It 18
admitted that an army of 19,000, with
500,000 reserves, would not be sufficient
to save the fslands from conquest by
one of the major powers, but Quezon
polnts out that it is a blg enough army
to make such a conquest so expensive
‘that It would not be worth the trouble.
The army Is going to be so0 expen-
sive that It might geriously embarrass
{he government fnancially. The 38,
000,000 gnnually required to support
it {a figure which would be rock bot-
tom) is one-fourth the total national
income. Since the army is to be cre-

to the
the - will begin to be belleve that Japan is airéady taking 4
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before | industrial development instead of mill- e United army, ay
| expected to function efficlently, how-

ever.
As it has been polnted out, there I8

much ground for the contention that

the Philippines actually do not want

independence because they don’t know
means.

I'M MORE, WORRIED

woN'T_LEND H ‘aBouT.You, DEAR!

US ANOTHER Hi DR. RIPLEY |S.

DIME! WE @ COMING TO_ SEE

CAN'T HOLD [ THE BABY...LETS
MUcCH ASK HIM. ABOUT'

LONGER. ITS
GOT ME
WORRIED!

JOHN. SIN
' -

' ce |
L, YOU SWITCHED

WHAT 7 RETURN EVERY, - .
“THAT, DRESS ? : Psé‘,ﬂ':ff, ‘W Hap & LIKE You, DicK
{ T SHOULD SAY § worN It | Bl W THis sTore!! B+ BLAMING ME
NOT ! THINK WERE A pozeN | Bl 0 Now You're [l BECAUSE
IN BUSINESS Tives! aND | Bl 'S5 1rriTABLE: [ BUSINESS 1S
? Ask HER “ | Bl voi'RE DRINING TERRIBLE/
How ABOUT | [ cusTomers s-
Hite *:ER AWAY ! HE CRABBING
ABoOUT ? ALL

YOU SOME MONEY,
OR BuY out! '
THE STORE 7.

POSTUM |

HE'S LOST IS
MONEY. .. YOU'RE

OH, ALL RIGHT'

-S0 YOUR HEAD.
I CAN'T" FEEL

'ACHES ‘AND You (&
\CAN'T" SLEEP= |

SOUNDS! LIKE
COFFEE-NERVES! |

FROM ME...IF |
You'VE GOT
COFFEE-NERVES...




