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OF THE CROSS

Memory Selection: “He
loves hir life loses it, and he
hates his life in thig world
keep it for estermal life.”

—(John 12:25)

Lesson Text: John 12,

The purpose to which we dedi-
cate onr thinking today deals with
and ‘its meaning for us, collect-
ively and individually.

In the Book of Jdhn, Chapber
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took place at Jesus' crucifixion.
At the instant of FHis death omn
the cross, evil was finally and

¥ forever oventhrown.

We must bear in mind that in
Biblioal days, the cross mtas amn
instrument of slow and ising
death, and one which was usual-
iy reserved for criminals. John's
punpose here, in our lesson hdoay,
is to defend the cross, to set Corth
its true meaning, to show that
it is not something shameful, but
something imbued with glory.
This he does with three illustra-
tnons, or signs.

Mary of Bethany is the firat
sign that the cross is not despic-
pble, but glonious. Her temder
ministrations are valued highly.
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fes ago affect mus today, we ask?
How can it provide salvation? In
what way wes Jesus' death dif-
ferent from that of the mwany oth-
er martyrs do the birth of Chnis-
tianity, as chromicled through the
aiges?

In the dirst place, Jesus’ death
wlas unique. A mavtyr sacrifices
his life for & principle or & cause.
Jesus gave his life dor the sins
of the nworld. As we saw a few
leasons ago, Jesus’ ministry, even

his struggle, There he fought
fight with evil to the bitber end.

Mary becomes, through John's im- | °

tarpretation, the prototype of all
believers to whom the cross is not
an offense, She is the model of
all converts awho, in the face of
the eross, neither hesitate mor a-
pologize, but expend Athemsekves
unetintingly upon its gracious
glory.

The next sign is Jesus’ driom.
phal entry. As Jesus rode to die,

*| they signified the triumph of his

oy

entry by the spresding of palm
leaves before him, hailing him las
a wietor, according to the customs
of that bime, The cross was s |
ghory amd the means of man's sal-
vabion.
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for all.

The New Teatament pictures
man and God as being estranged,
but 4t is man’s guilt and not
God's anger that is at faukt. The
cross, or the Atonament, is God's
wot do reconcile man bto himself.
It is' God who does the mrecomcil-
ing. He does fhis through the
eroas, to show us ‘how agonizing-

of traiming, they will march with
their battalion in @ veview before
the commanding general ‘of Fort
Jackson. This ceremony ds wit-
nessed by relatives and friends of
the tmiineés  who - abtend fhe
“openy house” held by each com-
pany on gradustion day.
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Mrs. Plemlhom, 66,
Passes Thursday;
Rites On Saturday

. :AMiba Price Plemmons, 66,

of R-1, Hot Springs died Thuns

moming, Feb. 16, 1961, im a
Burke County hospital.

Servicés were held at 2 p m.,,
Satorday dn Lusk Ohizpel Bap-
tist Chuxrch.

The Rev. Jarvis Teague, the
Rev. Doyle Miller and dne Rev.
Lussh Rogers offficiated and buri-
al was in Woody Cemetery. Pall-
bearers ‘were Owen and Floyd
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dren have. parents who wisit them,
and foster parents -must be will-
ing to welcome e children’s par-
onts when they come,

kinds of
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is one of a series of Presidentisl
actions to assiet the economy.
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‘Mariday, Feb. 27 — Walnut HID
Club mests at 8 p. m., in the Wal-

| nut Figh Sohool Budiding.
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