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INTERNATIONAL
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

FOR AUGUST S. 1973

LESSON TEXT:
Exodus 20:17;

Eccleslastei 5:10 to C:2;

Matthew 20:20-2-

Luke 12:13-2-1;

Timothy 6:6-1-0.

This lesson our final study
of the Ten Commandments-de- als

with perhaps the most
common of all personality
faults, and is designed to help
the adult Christian develop a
sense of stewardship towards
their own possessions (both
temporal and spiritual) and
foster a right-thinkin-g attitude
towards the possessions of

others.
The world's woes began in

the Garden of Eden, when

Adam and Eve coveted that
which was forbidden them by
God. They nave grown and
multiplied in the realm of

family and national life as we

know it today. Marriages
ttiat most sacred cornerstone
of civilization have been
broken by those "who covet
their neighbors' wives" and
the world has been plunged
into numerous wars by nations
who covet territorial
possessions

In Luke 12:15-2- Jesus,
Hunself, takes a firm stand
against crass materialism.
The Christian, therefore, is
constrained to do likewise

It has been said that when
one gets what he deserves, he

deserves what he gets! Greed
for material gains all too often
blunts the sensibilities of the
spirit. Luke 11:13-1- 4

illustrales the
viewpoint as opposed to that
which is Christ
was speaking to the multitude
when he was interrupted by
the participant in a bitter
family dispute. So engrossed
was the individual... so ob-

sessed by personal greed... --

that he failed completely to

comprehend Christ's message
to those assembled before
Him! He was driven to make
use of Christ for deeply per-

sonal reasons, instead of
making himself available to

Christ!
How many of us are guilty of

the same sin? How often are
our deeds and thoughts, and
speech, punctuated by "I" and
"my" instead of "thee" and
"thou"? Too many of us, alas,
subscribe to the theory that
Church membership con-

stitutes good Christianity! Not
so as has been reiterated in
the Bible many times! Mere
physical attendance at a

church service does not
cleanse our souls of lust and
greed, of a giving in to temp-

tation! It only accomplishes
our spiritual growth when we
attend in submission to the
Divine will; when we ap-

proach the House of God with
true humility and repentance!

The "things" of the world
will not satisfy the deep, basic
needs of the souls of men.
These needs will only be met
as one gives oneself in service
to mankind; only then will

true Christian growth be
established, as man follows in
the footsteps of the Son of God.

This is not to say that man
should not better himself; this
is a worthy principle fully
within the concepts of
Christianity. If, however, he
does it at the expense of

another, without heed or
thought for the welfare of his
fellow man.. .this is greed,
unadorned. But, for the true
Christian, his ambitions will
be harnessed to the needs of
his loved ones, and will be
culminated la honor. Basic
among these needs is the
teaching of true Christianity;
the youngster who faces the
world today with true
Christian principles iostffled
in him wBl fact It better
prepared than will the
youngster who has beea Jed to
worship material things In-

stead af spiritual values, r
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