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2 Suspects Held
For Armed Theft

Two Buncombe County suspects, charged
with armed robbery, are in the Madison County
jail in lieu of $10,000 bond, Sheriff Ponder stated

Tuesday morning.

Quick notification of law officers by a rural
storekeeper resulted in the speedy arrest of the
suspects. Ponder identified the suspects as Phillip
Allen Stewart, 17, of Georgetown Trailer Park,
Leicester and his sister, Regina Gail Duncan, 21,
of 10 Cloverleaf Trailer Park, Oakley.

A preliminary hearing is scheduled for March

9 in district court here,

Mrs. Frank Maney, 78, told officers that her
store, located near the old Beech Glen post office,
was entered about 3:40 p.m. and a man, armed

with a pocket knife, told her to give up her money.
She reportedly attempted to pick up a hot file from
a stove in the store to fight him off, but that he
quickly took $202 in cash and fled.

Two girls in front of the store saw the suspects
ride off in a car that had two children in it. A
description of the vehicle was relayed to officers
in Tennessee, Buncombe County and the State

Highway Patrol, Ponder

said.

Trooper A. L. Cooper heard the information
while his patrol car was parked at the Buncombe-
Madison line and saw the vehicle coming by at the

time. Cooper and Trooper Bobby Grayson pulled

the car over, Ponder said
The children were
grandparents.

Electric Bills
Cold Weather Makes Them Higher
Than Ever, Says EMC Manager Tolley

Tolley's complete statement
follows:

“You have probably just
received or will be mdving,

Bloodmobile
To Visit

experiencing.

Your children have been out
of :school and al home. You
have cooked more meals, used
more hot water, washed more
clothes, and have been forced
to stay inside the largest
percentage of time; all of
which means your usage of
electricity has greatly in-
creased. Also, the cost of
electricity is higher than it has
ever been.

Everywhere we turn we are
coached, prodded, and begged
to consere energy. Our
governor and our President
have pleaded with you and me,
the American public, to con-
serve energy and yet we refuse
todoso.

President Carter, in a
recently televised speech,
states that he plans to establish
a National Energy Policy by
April 20 and he predicts that
the policy would, and 1 quote
“require substantial sacrifice
by the American public.” This
substantial sacrifice can mean
only one thing, and that is,
higher prices for electricity,
fuel oil, gasoline, natural gas
and coal.

The theory behind all of this,
1 believe, is that, if we will not
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voluntarily conserve A
prices to go so high that we will
not be able to afford to use the
quantities we are now using. I,
As your manager, cannot
change that and no one else as
your manager could change
that. Your board of directors
cannot change it.

There is only one person and
one group of people who can
lower your power bill and that
person is you, and that group of
people is your household. If
you do not cut back on the
usage of electricity, you can
expect to pay even higher and
higher prices.

In the Bible, there was a
King named Belshazzar who
one night saw a handwriting on
the wall of his palace. The king
could not read the writing and
asked a man named Daniel to
interpret the writing for him. I
am not a Daniel. | am merely
an ordinary person as you are,
but if you cannot read the
writing on the wall, T will read
it for you.

Take your most recent
power bill and multiply it by

“two — yes! Double it! In the

next three to five years, that is
what you will be paying for the

L

, and shortly afterwards

turned over to their

same amount of ele~! ~i ity you
haveasedtoday. - i

Our  newsletter  has
repeatedly urged you fto

conserve energy. We have
explained to you ways it can be
done -

Over 65 cents out of every
dollar French Broad EMC
takes in, goes directly to
Carolina Power and Light
Company for electricity. The
other 35 cents maintains 2,500
miles of line, pays 91 em-
ployees, operates over 30
vehicles, and completely
covers our entire operation. I
don't think you can find a
power company anywhere that
does any better with the ex-
ception of TVA Power which
we cannot buy or use by
federal law.

The employees of French
Broad Electric are your
friends and neighbors. They

(Continued on Page 8)

BLUE RIDGE SHOE CO. officials
headed the open house ob-
'servance at the Hot Springs plant
last Saturday when hundreds of
visitors were taken on guided
- tours through the huge plant.
Shown, left to right, Doyle Walsh,

ONE OF THE MANY assembly
lines in the Blue Ridge Shoe
Company’s plant at Hot Springs
pictured during open house last
Saturday. The huge plant makes
about 160 pairs of shoes per day

SRR 5 R ¢
plant engineer; Ben Byrd,
plant manager; Roger McGrady,
vice president of manufacturing
services; and John DeWitt, vice
president and general manager.
(Photo by Jim Story)

with some 140-150 processes.
Some 165 persons are now em-
ployed with expectation of em-
ploying about 250 persons in 1977.
(Photo by Jim Story)

FHA
Funds

Available
For House
Repairs

Farmers Home
Administration, the United

States Department of

These loan funds are
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Civil District Court Starts Monday

'The March term of Distriet presiding. Court will convene

Court will begin here Monday
with Judge J. Ray Brasweil

at9:300'clock.

Cases scheduled to be heard
follow:

Mary Davidson, plaintiff, vs,
Ernest Davidson, defendant.

In re-Custody of David Scott

plaintiff, vs. Jackie Gene Robert A. Morrow, Wade

Roberts, defendant.
Barbara B. Payne, plaintiff

vs. Norman

Buckner, James Edward
Kent, Edena Waldrop Sexton,
Wanda Gail Jarvis, Eulala
Rice, Altha Foster, Robert
Shook, Charles Daniel
Leatherman, Glen W. Walker,

Wayne 0. English, JerleneS.
Lewis, Carl Eller, Harold’
Wesley Brown, Claude Run-
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