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Road Money Under Siege

Madison County will lose
over a third of a million
dollars a year if the state’s
large Piedmont counties are
able to convince the General
Assembly to change present
formulas for allocating money
for secondary road im-
provements to counties.

Under the present formula
being used, Madison would get
$682,000 this year, "
legislators agree to the change
wanted by the state’s largest
counties, Haywoodwmldge!
only $305000 — a loss of

Kenneth H. Bishop, 18, and
Timothy Chandler, 17, Madisor

$231,000. Allocations annually
are expected to run in that
range.
Rep. Ermest Messer and

Liston Ramsey are

informing legislators across
the state about the plight in
which mountain counties
would find themselves.
Presentlv. secondary road
funds are allocated by the state
on a formula incorporating the
mileage of unpaved roads and
the cost of construction. It
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fatally burned early Sunday

morning on Skyway Drive in

Marshall. (Staff Photo)
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favor Piedmont and Eastern
counties where most secon-

maintain existing roads while

Mountain counties would lose

and to pave others for the first
time.

The 44th House District,
served by Messer and Ram-
sey, for example, would get
$1,008,000 a year less than they
are now receiving if the
proposal goes through. ‘

Haywood’s allocation this
year under the formula now in
effect is $477,000 If the proposal
advanced by a member of the
Mecklenburg delegation and

supported by delegations in
large counties is -adopted,
Haywood would get "only
$246,000,

Jackson County's allocation
under the present formula is
$584,000. Under the new for-
mula it would be $263,000.

Swain County’s allocation
now is $170,000; under the new
formula it would be $101.000.

Mecklenburg County gets
$133,000 under the present
formula and would get $375,000
under the new formula.
Forsyth gets $262,000 now and

wmldgatm 000.

“About every one of the
mountain counties would be
penalized by this formula,"
Messer told the Mountaineer
this morning. **There will be a
bill introduced in the House,"
I'msure,” hesaid.

“I've heard it rumored that
Gov. Hunt is for it.

“The fight is being led by
representatives of the largest
counties who stand to profit by
achange.

“The law has the allocation

(Continued on Page8)

2 Madison High Youths
Fatally Burned In Car

on Skyway Drive at 1:45 a.m.
Sunday. Seven firemen and
two fire trucks went to the
scene where they found a 1968

Mars Hill College Dormitory
Destroyed By Fire Last Week

mattresses, 2 chairs, a chestof

drawers, a dresser and a desk.
The origin of the fire is un-
determined, but college of-
ficials suspect arson and an
tion was ordered by

campus, was officially valued

. at $150,000 but was insured for _

only $50,000.

The dormitory was destined
for demolition, located on the
spot chosen by the college, for

Mars Hill Gets $55,516

a new administrative building.
The fire was spotted by two
college security guards and an
infirmary nurse who notified
the Mars Hill Fire Depart-
ment.
Bill Zink Jr., a captain in the
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Mars Hill ~ Handi-School,
Zimmerman of

degree program. Mars Hill

Phillip Briggs, fire chief,
notified the Weaverville Fire
Department which responded
with 2 trucks and 12 firemen.
Firemen brought the fire
under control about 6§ a.m.,
despite freezing conditions.
Zink said that firemen
remained until about 9:30 a.m.

is one of two in

Chevrolet Nova engulfed in
flames. Inside the burning
inferno wert the charred
remains of Bishop and
Chandler. Further in-
vestigation revealed that
Chandler's body was found
under the steering wheel and
Bishop's body was beside
Chandler’s. It was stated that
the car belonged to Chandler’s
mother.

It was speculated that
Chandler drove the car off the
side of the Tead in a slight
curve and that the two, who
were close friends, may have
fallen asleep with the car's

motor running and that they
may have suffocated before
the car caught fire.

Ponder said that the cause of
the fire was unknown, but the
car had reportedly caught fire
earlier in the week. One
relative speculated that the
two boys could have been
listening to the tape recorder
in the car and fell asleep. It is
doubtful that the exact causeof
the tragic fire or the cir-
umunenduntngadywm
ever be known.

Both young victims were
highly respected by
classmates and school of-

ficials. Both boys had
ticipated in athletics during
their high school years.
Recently, both of the young
men had joined the Mt. Zion
Free Will Baptist Church.

FUNERALS
WEDNESDAY
Funeral services for both
vietims were held at two
o'clock Wednesday at the Mt.
Zion Free Will Baptist Church.

The Rev. J. B. Rhinehart, the
Rev. Mack Revis and the Rev.
Larry Coates officiated. Burial
was in the Mt. Zion Cemetery.
Classmates were pallbearers.

The Bishop survivors are the
mother, Virginia Bishop;
and the grandmother, Mrs.
Mary Lee Bishop, both of
Route 2, Marshall.

The Chandler survivors
include the parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Clifford Chandler, Route

2, Marshall; one sister, Mrs.,

Teresa Sharp of Mars Hill; the
paternal grandparents, Mr.
. Patterson Chandler,
Marshall; and the
Mrs.
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