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MIKE HENDERSON, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Edgar Henderson of
Marshall, is pictured with Dennis
Hill, associate dean of admissions
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and enrichment of Mars Hill
College. Henderson was awarded
a $400 president’s scholarship to
attend Mars Hill.

French Broad EMC
To Meet Here Saturday

Mrs. Ethel Wallin, Madison
County home extension agent,
will demonstrate the use of a
blender. She will point out
time and energy management
as well as a cost comparsion
of preparing items with a

Chapter will have food for
sale in the school cafeteria.

Everyone is invited to at-
tend.

Gosnell

Gosnell, former
Marshall policeman who was
recently discharged, said this
week that he would like to
clarify several statements
which were allegedly made
by town officials and
published in newspapers.
“Some remarks about the
jurisdiction of policemen
outside the corporate limits
would indicate that I had no

“l took an oath when I
became a policeman, to-wit:
I, Robert Leroy Gosnell, do
solemnly swear (or affirm)
that I will support and
maintain the constitution and
laws of the United States and
the constitution and laws of
North Carolina not in-
consistent therewith, and that
1 will faithfully discharge the

Authorities Say Officer
Couldn’t Handle Public

Marshall Mayor Lawrence
Ponder and the aldermen
James Penland, Buford
Marler and Jackie Davis
were interviewed by this
newspaper Monday morning
regarding the recent
discharging of Marshall
Policeman Leroy Gosnell.

The four town officials
stated that Gosnell was
unanimously discharged
“because of his inability to
deal with the public and
failure to follow instructions
from his authorities."

The motion to fire Gosnell,
43, of Route 4, Marshall, was
made by Alderman Davis and
seconded by  Alderman
Penland.

Gosnell has implied that he
was fired for his strict en-
forcement of town speeding
laws, but the aldermen said
Monday that Gosnell was
fired for his treatment of
citizens while on duty.

“It's not that he's done
anything real serious, it was
just a long string of things,”
one alderman said.

One alderman said com-
plaints from the public made
against Gosnell included

every regular meeting we had
that's all we could get done,”

Alderman Davis said,
referring to discussion of
complaints made by citizens
attending town meetings.

The three aldermen agreed
that Gosnell was a dedicated
and conscientious police of-
ficer, but they added that his
performance would waiver
from time to time from
satisfactory to unsatisfactory.

When complaints from the
publiec about Gosnell kept
coming up at board meetings
they decided that he had to be
relieved, the aldermen said.

Mayor Ponder was guoted
as saying Gosnell had
previously worked for and
been fired from the Madison
County Ambulance Service,
but Ernest Snpelson, who
doubles as county ambulance
and tax supervisor, stated
that Gosnell never worked for
the ambulance service.

Snelson said Gosnell ap-
plied for a position in the
county ambulance service
about two years ago but there
were no vacancies at that
time.

PONDER EXPLAINS

Mayor Ponder told this
newspaper Monday that he
did not tell a reporter of a

::gy aper that Gosnell

Madison County Ambulance
Department. "1 did tell a
reporter that Gosnell had
sought employment with the
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Makes Statement

duties of my office as
policeman, so help me God.
This the 10th day of October,
1978. The oath was ad-
ministered by Loyd Fowler,
magistrate,”” Gosnell stated.
He further explained that
he was instructed to patrol
this area, especially at night.
Gosnell pointed out that signs
on the shopping center
parking area read, “No
trespassing, 11 p.m. to 6 a.in.,
No Littering or Loitering
Anytime. Police Enforced.”
In the published accounts of
Gosnell’'s  dismissal, an
alderman was quoted as
saying, ‘‘He'd hit a few with a
blackjack and pulled his gun
a few times while making

with the “slapjack” was
charged with DUI and
resigting arrest. I felt 1 was
discharging my duty as my
oath of office requires,”
Gosnell said.

It was also reported that
Mayor Ponder stated that
Gospell had  previously
worked for and had been fired
from the Madison County
Ambulance Service, but
Ernest Snelson, who doubles
as county ambulance and tax
supervisor, stated that
“Leroy Gosnell has never
worked for the Madison
County Ambulance Service,
however he did apply for a job
with the ambulance service
about two years ago and there
was no vacancy at that time.”

“l1 just want to let the
citizens of this county know
these facts,” Gosnell said
Friday.

ambulance service,” Ponder
stated.
OPEN MEETINGS

The mayor and aldermen
stated Monday that all town
meetings are open to the
public and that Gosnell should
have known he was welcome
at any meeting. One alder-
man stated that Gosnell was
notified and invited to the
town meeting on April 2, but
he did not attend “He
(Gosnell) was in town that

Monday night but did not
show up at the meeting,” an
alderman said.

The mayor and aldermen
stated Monday that they were
unaware that an Asheville
television station would be in
Marshall to ‘“cover” the
controversial matter and if
they had known that

television wanted to interview
them they would have been
glad to cooperate.

Alderman Marler said he

JOHN P. RAMSEY, a native of

Marshall and a member of the
Etowah Lions Club, is shown
above as he was the guest speaker
at the 10th charter night ob-
servance of the Mars Hill Lions
Club Monday night in the school

“just happened’, to be at the
City Hall when the television
people visited Marshall and
he was interviewed.

The town officials stated
that Gosnell was hired with
the agreement that if his work
as policeman ‘“was not
satisfactory he could be
relieved."

“We did the best thing we
could for what we thought the
best interests of Marshall,"
the officials stated.

speaker’s table are, left to right: -
Jack Radford, president of the -
Mars Hill club; Dr. Harley Jolley;

Mrs. Jolley; the Rev. Ralph
Hogan; and Mrs. Hogan. (Photo
by Jim Story)

Mars Hill Lions
Charter Night Held

More than 50 Mars Hill
Lions, Lionesses and guests
attended the 10th Charter
Night observance of the Mars
Hill Lions Club Monday night
in the beautifully decorated
school cafeteria.

Jack Radford, Lion Club
President, presided.

The large crowd was
treated to a program of vocal
music by the New Beginning
Singers of Mars Hill College
under the direction of Jerry
Anderson. The group ren-
dered a variety of songs and
hymns and received applause

following each number, The
group was introduced by Dr.
Harley Jolley, of Mars Hill
College.

RAMSEY SPEAKER
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fact that the Marshall Lions




