Park Service.
‘“This may be an interesting

attack. That's plain to visitors
whe worry about the dying
lovelies.

“But there are some of
those older trees that are
surviving,”” the reseracher

cern are pediatric lung
disease, adult lung disease,
environmental health, smok-
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scientists agree. Its scientific
designation — Adelges Piceae
— oddly enough refers to
Spruce. But Balsam Woolly is
fussy about her food.

She likes a diet of juice
from the trees called Abies

(Pursh) Poir, the
famous high-ridge Balsams of
North Carolina. The trees are
particularly noticeable at
6,000-foot Richland Balsam,
at Water Rock Knob, Devil's
Courthouse, Mt. Pisgah and
other high points along the
1,000-foot wide parkway.

Because of the terrain, tree
sizes and other factors,
Balsam Woolly isn't easily or
profitably fought with
chemicals or  biological
warfare in park, parkway and
forest.

Among cultivators of the
Fraser fir for Christmas
trees, though, the battle is a
continuous one. Balsam
Woolly is a “‘serious problem
to commercial growers of the
popular Christmas trees, says
Steve West, Haywood County
agricultural extension
specialist. Annual chemical
pesticide spraying is done the
first or second week in May.

Balsam Woolly doesn't
otherwise bother commercial
and amateur shrub, garden
and house plant growers. If
you have Aphid trouble, it's
from one of Balsam Woolly’s
cousins. Aphids are a
“tremendous family,” West
says. They can be green,
yellow, red, white or other
color. Most aphids can readily
move about during their
lifetimes.

Balsam Woolly is immobile
once she implants her mouth
in a fir tree, She kills, not by
dehydrating the tree, but by
innoculating the tree with a
toxic substance that causes
cells of the tree to malform.
The malformed cells can't
carry life-sustaining fluids on
the leaves to roots cycle, Dr.
Garrett explained.

As man can build im-
munities to certain diseases
through contact with them,
so, possibly can the Fraser
Fir become immune to the
Balsam Woolly toxin.

In centuries to come, the
famous Balsams of the high
ridges still will be there, Dr.
Garrett believes,

BALSAMS LIVE AND DEAD
stand along the Blue Ridge Park-
way, Mile 431, at Richland

Balsam. Visitors and scientists

1978 Wool Payments

Sheep growers will receive
in the next few weeks about
$38 million in federal in-
centive payments on their
1978 marketings of shorn
wool, according to Ray Fit-
zgerald, administrator of
USDA-ASCS.

Payments for 1978
marketings will be higher
than for 1977 because the
support price for shorn wool
was increased from 99 to 108
cents per pound by the Food
and Agriculture Act of 1977.
The 1978 national average
market price for shorn wool
was 74.5 cents per pound, 33.5
cents under the support price.
Therefore, the payment rate
for 1978 marketings of shorn
wool — the amount required
to bring the average price up
to the incentive price — will
be 45.0 percent, compared to
37.5 percent in 1977.

The wool program is in-
tended to encourage a grower
to improve the quality of wool

with a grower's incentive
payment determined by
multiplying the payment rate
times the net dollar return
received from the sale of
wool.

Deductions of 2.5 cents per
pound from 1978 shorn wool
payments and 12.5 cents per
hundred pounds of liveweight
from 1978 lamb payments will
be made to finance ad-
vertising, sales promotion,
and related market
development activities.

Two Madison County wool
producers will receive ap-
proximately $26 as a wool
incentive payment for 1978.

NOT PURIFIERS

LOMBARD, Ill. (AP)
Those water-filtering devices
that fit on the faucet or go un-
der the sink can be called al-
most anything you like, but
don't call them purifiers, ad-
vises the Water Quality Associ-
ation.

worry about the parade of death
caused by Balsam Woolly Aphids,
but a recent theory indicates the
unique species may survive.

LARRY WHITT

Whitt Named

Caswell

Chairman

Larry Whitt, a native of
Madison County, has been ap-
pointed chairman of the

member of the Central
Caswell Ruritan Club, having
served as charter president.
He is also a member of the
Northwestern County Agents
Association and the Caswell
County Cattleman's Associa-
tion. He served as co-
chairman of the Bi-centennial

group. Aoy
I would like to share some facts with you
concerning those over the age of 65 determined as a
result of Dr. Erdman Palmore’s research and that

These facts are TRUE:
1. The five senses related to sight, hearing,
etc., to decline with old age. :_'-
2. Aged drivers have fewer accidents per ;
person than drivers under age 65. _
* 3. About 80 percent of the aged are healthy
4. Most older people are not set in their ways
and unable to change.
5. Older workers have fewer accidents than =
younger workers.
6. The majority of old people are working or -
would like to have some kind of work to do (in- :

-

cluding housework and volunteer work). %

7. The reaction time of most old people tends to =
be slower than reaction time of younger people. =

8. The majority of old people are seldom
irritated or angry. %

9. Physical strength tends to decline in old age.

10. Lung capacity tends to decline inoldage.

These facts are FALSE:

1. The majority of old people are senile (i.e., =
defective memory, disoriented, or demented). .

2. Most old people have no interest in, or
capacity for, sexual relations. .

3. The majority of old people feel miserable
most of the time.

4. Most older workers cannot work as ef-
fectively as younger workers.
5. Most old people are set in their ways and
unable to change.

6. It is almost impossible for most old people to
learn new things.

7. In general, most old people are pretty much
alike.

8. The majority of old people are socially
isolated and lonely.

9. Older people tend to become more religious
as they age. :

10. The health and socio-economic status of |
older people (compared to younger people) in the

- year 2000 will probably be about the same as that of '

today’s older people. i

Older Americans are the fastest growing ‘
segment of the American population. Last year, :
their numbers increased at a rate 2.9 times faster
than the under-60 population. Since 1900, the over '
60’s have increased four times as fast as the under-
60’s. Today, older Americans number 34 million
whereas there were 4.8 million in 1900. Today, one
of every seven persons in America is 60 or over and
it will be one in every four Americans in 2035, if
projections hold true.

Won’t you take time to recognize an older
person during May?

Wade Huey Participates
In Dedication
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Huey, chairman of the
building committee,
presented the keys to the
$1,650,000 building to officials.
The event was attended by an
estimated 1,000 people.

The event climaxed efforts
initiated three and one-half

years ago when a campaign
was launched to raise $1
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