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County Hits Snag In Effort Utility Is Granted $95.,000

To Reduce Telephone Rate

About two dozen Madison
County residents had an in-
terview with a representative
of the Public Staff of the N.C.
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TOUR GUIDE LAWRENCE

year. During that time it has
grown in complexity so much
that Clemmons decided that a
personal meeting was called
for. This meeting, held in the
president’s conference room
at Mars Hill College, was not
a formal hearing, but simply
an exchange of information
and questions.

“It is obvious that this is a

Clemmons explained first
that he was not a member of
the utilities commission itself,
but of its agency, the Public
Staff. This agency was
created in 1977 by the state
legislature to give input and
recommendations on
questions of importance to the
commission, which would
then make the decisions.

“I think we're really at a
crossroads,” said Clemmons,
“where some sense of
direction needs to be

"' He cited the

panded area service (EAS) to
Madison customers. He said

.C. Judges ‘Impresse

that an increase in the base
rate would almost certainly
have to accompany EAS, and
that a “‘reasonable’ range for
this ncrease would be bet-
ween $2.75 a month and $5.85
a month.

Clemmons said that any
rate change must be achieved
in one of two ways: 1) by an
agreement between the phone
company and subsribers; or
2) through an adversary court
proceeding. He indicated that
Westco would not agree to
EAS without a rate increase,
but that if the subscribers
went to court over the issue,
the odds would be about 10 to
1 against their winning.

When Clemmons had left,
the group discussed the best
course to take. They agreed to
wait for a more favorable
time to make a formal
petition. “If we lost an ad-
versary proceeding now,
which Clemmons feels certain
we would,” said Charles
Tolley, “it would be much
more difficult to try again.
Likewise, the feeling among
us was that even if we tried to
get a 50-cent increase this
year, with economic con-
ditions the way they are, we
wouldn’'t have a chance. So
we decided to go into a
holding pattern for the time
being and wait.”

the route mapped out by

PONDER, mayor of Marshall, organizers of the effort to win a
points out sights of interest along Community of Excellence Award.

After months of prepara-
tion,, Marshall at last had the
chance to show itself off last
Friday to the state judges for
the Community of Excellence
program.

And after three hours of
speeches, a slide show, and a
tour of the town and surroun-

had reason to

economic base, and that's
what we're here for. In order

what you want. We'll try, with
Region B, to be out here
whenever we're needed, and
to promote the industry

recruiting effort across the
United States.”
Another committee

Ponder'') and Marshall (*‘We
don't have the resources that
some of these towns have, and
this might never have been
possible without the help of the

merce; it can't afford one. So
the people of the town
themselves addressed the

To Develop Hydro Power

"

CHARLES TOLLEY, manager of French

Broad EMC, hopes to have the old Leffel
hydro generator across the river from Mar-
shall back in operation in two to three years.

executive director of the
Land-of-Sky Regional Coun-
cil; Bill Cook, recreation con-
sultant of the Department of
Natural Resources and Com-
munity Development; Alan
Lang, chief planner of the
DNRCD; and Roger Scott,
regional development
specialist of the Department
of Commerce.

Then Ed Mashburn gave a
brief history of Marshall and
industry (*“‘After World War I1
we looked around and saw we
had no industry at all. Our

. young people were leaving,
 and we had to do something’’).

He described.the formation of
the Madison County Develop-
ment Commission and the

. Marshall Town Development

Board, which are ‘“‘ready” to
assist industry and become
holding companies to help
finance new industries,” said
Mashburn.

Bryce Hall, manager of the
First Union Bank in Marshall,
then discussed the employ-
ment picture. “In 1950," he
said, ‘'65 percent of those
employed worked in
agriculture and forestry. By
1970 that figure had dropped to
19 percent, due to the growth
of the manufacturing sector."’

He said that the county had

Bill Stump of Arbee
Manufacturing Co. talked
about the advantages of North
Carolina for industry, such as
a workmen’s compensation in-
surance tax six times cheaper
than that in Michigan, where
Stump came from; low elec-
tric power rates; and low ship-
ping rates. Helen Rudisill of
National 5&10, representing
the Marshall Merchants’
Association, described the
satisfactions of living in Mar-
shall and the association's
plans for the future, including
a covered walkway for shop-
pers and “‘unified townscape."
Ed Morton, head of the
Madison County Health Ser-
vice, told how much health
services have expanded in re-
cent years; he also told a long
and generally successful joke
about the man in the
refrigerator.

The main event of the pro-

Last week at a Southeastern
Regional Small Hydro Con-
ference in Asheville, the coun-
ty's electric utility got a plea-
sant surprise in the form of a
$95,000 grant to reconstruct
the old Capitola Dam in Mar-
shall.

The money, according to
Charles Tolley, manager of
French Broad Electric
Membership Corp., can be us-
ed to pay for up to 80 percent
of the cost of detailed
engineering and construction
drawings or, if money for this
job can be obtained elsewhere,
to part of the actual construc-
tion.

The old Leffel turbine
generator at the dam across
the river from Marshall was
originally installed in 1937 and
produced 355 kilowatts (kw) of
electricity at peak power.
Tolley estimates it could pro-
duce 400 or 450 kw when
renovated; it was shut down in
1959 when the construction of
huge coalfired plants and
lower rates by the big utilities
made it uneconomical to
operate,

Tolley says that French
Broad is looking at *‘several
configurations'' for producing
an additional 1,000 to 1,500 kw
of capacity, either by modify-
ing the existing head race (the

d’ With Marshall Tour

gram was a well-produced
slide show, put together large-
ly by Becky Williams of Land-
of-Sky. “We've come up witha
kind of slogan for Marshall,"
she said: “A town with pride
in its heritage and a vision for
its future. Right now a lot of
this vision is in the mind, but I
think it is real even so. Mar-
shall is a small town that can't
afford a chamber of com-
merce, but it does have these
fine people who put this pro-
gram together and many
others. For example, this slide
program wasn’t narrated by
an outside professional, but by
Marshall’s own Randy
Houston, Marshall can do
things itself when it tries.”
The judges’ recommenda-
tion on the award will be pass-
ed along to the governor, who
will announce his decision in
approximately two weeks.

concrete channel that brings
water into the turbine) or by
installing a new one.

“Barring any unforeseeable
difficulties,” said Tolley the
day after the announcement
on Wednesday, “‘we have a
reasonable chance of getting
the plant back into operation.”

Tolley warned against ex-
pecting electricity prices ac-
tually to drop, however, even
if the plant comes back on
line. Even though it might be
expected to produce 5 to 7 per-
cent of French Broad’s de-
mand, the majority of the
electricity used here would
still have to be bought from
Carolina Power & Light,
whose rates continue to rise.

“If it were in our power to
put the inflation rate back to 5
percent,”’ said Tolley, “‘and to
stop the rise in the cost of
generating electricity, then
we could stop rise in the cost of
electricity. But that won't hap-
pen in this world.

*‘One of the first things peo-
ple asked me when I came to
this job four years ago,*
Tolley went on, “was why
can't French Broad supply its
own power. More particularly,
they wanted to know why we

can't put the Capitola plant
back into operation.

“So 1 started looking into
supplying some of our own
power. I looked at the
possibility of building a coal
plant and found that to do that
would just about triple owr
rates. It is too expensive to
build a new plant now, with
labor and construction costs,

“So 1 thought about the
dam. I couldn't walk up and
down and look at the water
and just decide on my own to
go ahead and re-do it. But 1
knew that there was a lot of
federal money floating around
for hydro power, and then Jim
Stokoe of the Land-of-Sky
Regional Council was in-
terested, and he started ask-
ing around. He let me know
about John Warren's office at

Institute. John asked if I
would consent to have their
consulting firm do cost
estimates, and I said of

“Pop” Lance DieS;
Was Mars Hill Dean

Harvey Newton ‘Pop”
Lance, 84, of Route 3 Hen-

Fame.
Survi




