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Luncheons
For Seniors

Older Americans from the
Spring Creek, Laurel and
Ebbs Chapel (Upper Laurel)

site for these communities is
very high. Locations for these
sites would be in the old home
economics room at Spring
Creek school and the Upper
Laurel Community Center in
the old Ebbs Chapel school.
So far, the Laurel community
has not found a suitable place
for a meal site. Their meal
was enjoyed in the Belva
Baptist Chruch. The biggest

of all is tran-
sportation for the par-
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Roberts, who

SKY-HIGH CANE towers above Roy
says that four to five of the
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rows around him will yield about 80 gallons of
juice.

Making Country Molasses

“Preserving A Heritage Passed Down To Us”

has to offer.

they did it. Roy is one of a
group of four people who have
been making molasses

a long together for several yeuars

now: Woodrow Ramsey; his
wife, Mabel Ramsey; Mabel’s
brother, Roy Roberts; and
Roy's wife, Odessa Roberts.
““We put in I guess six-tenths
of an acre here,” said Roy, of-

Jlildge Sends Jury Home;

Riddle Case Is Not Resolved

"On Jan. 14, in a swirl of
events so clouded and uncer-

now 22, her oldest son, was ar-
rested for the killing and
charged with murder.

Billy was held in custody un-
til last week, when finally his

and the gun went off. When he
saw blood on his mother’s face
he went for help, concealing
the gun in the bed so no one
would get hurt.

“If you think that Billy Rid-
dle intentionally shot her with

fering a ripe persimmon from
a tree at the edge of the
sorghum plot. “The important
thing is not to put in too much
seed when you plant; just a
pinch. The rest of the seed is
good food. We feed it to the
ducks. Now, about four to five
rows like that' - he pointed at
rows about 30 feet long - ““will
squeeze down to about 80
gallons of juice. We cut the
cane by hand and just haul it
over to the grinder there. We
had a good crop this year, with
all that rain.”

He broke off a stalk and
gave a sample of the mild-
sweet sap, which tastes
similar to maple sap. We
walked over to the old grinder,
which Woodrow Ramsey had
found several years ago. It
was made long ago by the
Chattanooga Plow Co., and its
grooved rollers are just suited

to squeezing the juice out 'off

cane and guiding it down to &
spout. After flowing through a
cheesecloth filter the juice
flowed through a flexible pipe
about 10 feet to a bucket next
to the big vat where it was be-
ing boiled down into syrup.

The vat itself is made of
galvanized tin; the group
hopes to get a stainless steel
vat next year, which is easier
to clean and to keep free of
corrosion. Odessa Roberts
was tending the vat, scooping
off the scum as it bubbled to
the top and plopping it into a
bucket. The heat was con-
siderable, and the sweet

g

molasses this year,"’ said Roy.
‘“We'll use some of it ourselves

juice. Everyone crowded

'round; the reading was 217

. At 228 it would be

. The pine logs blazed

under the downhill
the

i

of
temperature climbed steadily

“That's it,”" shouted Roy
finally. “That's 223. We've got
molasses!"” He and Woodrow
took hold of the wooden
handles at each end of the vat
and lifted the whole rig off and
away from the fire. They car-
ried it onto the lawn, where
Mabel and Odessa ladled it
through another swatch of

cheesecloth and into buckets.
At the same time everyone
swiped fingerloads of foamy
syrup from the bottom of the

you what's good - that's pop-
corn balls, all wadded up and
soaked in molasses. That's
what we used to eat when I
was growing up. We didn't
have any Hardee's and Mac-
Donald’s then.

“And another thing was

sweet potato butter. Oh, my.

We used molasses for !

She paused to catch her

A Letter From Governor Hunt:

Marshall Wins Award

Sooner than expected, Gov.
James B. Hunt Jr. announced
this week that Marshall has
won the award it worked so
hard for. In a letter to Mayor
Lawrence Ponder, received
Oct, 1, Gov. Hunt wrote: "1
am happy to announce to you
and the citizens of Marshall
that your community has been
approved to receive the Com-
munity of Excellence Award."

Judges from the state
Department of Commerce and
other leaders described the
economic features of the town
and led them on a tour of the
greater Marshall area. At that
time, the head of the judging
committee, Jack Stuart,
hinted that Marshall would in-
deed receive the coveted
award.

“] was very impressed by
the hard work and positive at-
titude of everyone here,”’ said
Stuart after a closed-door
meeting with his fellow
judges. “It's a very sincere
feeling you've projected to the
people who might think of

The ‘“‘people who might
think of coming here” are,

hopefully, small industries -

that would bolster Marshall's
economy by providing more
local jobs, especially for male
workers.

“This award,” said Mayor
Ponder after receiving the
governor's letter, “‘will mean
increased activity on the part
of the state people to en-
courage industries to locate
here. Because of the program
we got together for the judges,
the Department of Commerce
has a pretty good idea what's
available. here for industry,
and what kinds of industry we
want here. It wouldn't make
any sense for the state people
to look for a great big plant
employing five or 10 thousand
people, needing lots of water
or level ground. So now they
know that what we ¢can handle
would have to be far'smaller,
and need less water, and put
out a minimal amount of pollu-
tion.

‘“Another thing about this
award is that it shows how the
people of Marshall are really

County Housing
Units Get $39,732

The Northwest Regional
Housing Authority in Madison
County has been awarded

vat and the $99,732, congressman Lamar
‘Gudger

announced last week.

The contracts were approv-
ed by the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Develop-

At the same time, it was an-
nounced that Mountain Pro-
jects Inc. of Haywood County
received $63,816 for 34 existing
housing units.

united behind the town. That
really came through when the
judges were here; the
townfolk themselves got wp
and did the talking.”

The town is planning to
celebrate winning the award,
featuring a harpsicord concert
and a return of the slide show
for the members of the com-
munity. The date has not yet
been determined.

Meanwhile, Marshall can
finally take a deep collective
breath and bask in the praise
of the governor. His letter con-
cluded “Your community is to
be commended for its will-
ingness in devoting the time
and effort required to prepare
for economic growth. Let's
hope that the partnership bet-
ween state government and
community leaders will result
in reaping many benefits for
the state.

“I look forward to presen-
ting this award to you and
citizens of Marshall at our
Economic Development Con-
ference on Nov. 15.

“Congratulations on a job
well done."

Harrel Quits
As Chief Of
Social Agency
Donald F. Harrell,
director of the

Madison County Social Ser-
vices

Ponder, a member of the
agency’s board of directors.

Ponder said Harrell stated
in a letter to him Saturday
that he was resigning for per-
sonal reasons.

Marshall Couple Gives Two
Scholarships To Mars Hill

Two $1,000 scholarships in
church en-
dowed by
Lillian of
R. Cox, “develop-

il

nounced his resignation,
tive Oct. 15, according to Zeno

i



