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The family of the late Elmer and Julia Tread-
way will hold a reunion on July is at noon at
Doe Branch. All family members are asked to
bring along both lunch and dinner. For more in¬
formation, contact Frances Treadway Goforth
at 649-3922.

McDevitt Reunion
A family reunion tor members of the family

of the late Shufford and Cindy McDevitt is plan¬
ned for July 8 at noon at Paint Creek. Those at¬
tending the reunion are asked to bring lunch
and inform all family members. For more in¬
formation, contact Mary Goforth or Betty
Gosnell.

Retired Teachers Meet
Retired Madison County school personnel will

meet on July 11 at Mary's Restaurant on the
Marshall Bypass at 11:30 a.m. All retired
school personnel are invited to attend.

Hot Springs July 4
The Hot Springs Lions Club will sponsor July

4 activities in Hot Springs beginning at 11:30
a.m. on Wednesday. Activities will include
bingo, a fish fry beginning at 4 p.m., dart throw¬
ing, a dunking booth and fireworks display at 9
p.m.
Proceeds from the events will be used to

benefit the visually handicapped.

Walnut School Reunion Set
A Walnut School reunion is being planned for

Saturday, August 11, 1984, beginning at 3 p.m.
The reunion is not limited to graduates and is

open to anyone who attended Walnut School.
Former teachers and principals are also in¬
vited.
Plans are being made for an assembly in the

gymnasium at 4 p.m. for a short program and
possibly some entertainment.
A hot dog supper will be held between 5 p.m.

and 6 p.m., sponsored by the Walnut Communi¬
ty Development Club.

"Since we are unable to send out a letter to
each student or graduate, we will have to de¬
pend on family and friends to pass the word
along to folks who attended Walnut School,"
said Ernestine Plemmons, one of the
organizers.
Anyone who has ideas or information that will

be of help in planning this reunion are asked to
contact Ernestine Plemmons at 649-3816 or R.J.
Plemmons at 649-3364 after 5 p.m. or on
weekends.

Madison High Boosters ,

Plan Benefit Bake Sale
The Madison High School Boosters' Club will

hold a flea market and bake sale beginning at 10
a.m. July 7 in the parking lot of the Nor¬
thwestern Bank on the Marshall Bypass. Hund-
dreds of items, none costing more than $5, will
be offered. Proceeds from the sales will be used
to purchase athletic uniforms for Madison High
teams.

SBI Enters Ponder Probe
The State Bureau of In¬

vestigation has been called in
to conduct an in-depth in¬
vestigation of the cir¬
cumstances surrounding the
purchase of a 19.5-acre tract of
land by Department of
Transportation board
member Zeno Ponder. The
SBI investigation was re¬

quested last week by both 24th
District Attorney James T.

Rusher and Wake County DA
Randolph Riley.
Gov. Jim Hunt appointed

both Rusher and Riley to con¬
duct a study of the land pur¬
chase to determine if Ponder
had violated state law when he
purchased the property along
Sweetwater Rd. in Sept. ol
1982. State law prohibits DOl
board members from engag
ing in real estate transactions
with the state.

In announcing the request
for the SBI probe, Rusher told
reporters, "We've been hear¬
ing a lot of reports concerning
Mr. Ponder s purchase, but
we really haven't gotten to the
facts. We need to determine
the facts of the transaction,
and then we can deal with it."
No date has been set for the

SBI report.
Documents on file with the

Madison County Register of

Deeds office reveal that
Ponder paid off a $26,000 note
on the property on June 20.
Ponder attended the Mon¬

day night meeting of the coun¬

ty commissioners in Marshall.
When asked about the SBI in¬
vestigation, Ponder told The
News Record, "I'm not losing
any sleep over it." Ponder has
maintained that the investiga¬
tion over the land purchase
was instigated by political op¬
ponents.

Banks Named NCAE Head
Cecil S. Banks, a 37-year-old

Greensboro social studies
teacher, has assumed the
presidency of the North
Carolina Association of
Educators with a pledge that
the Association will
"cooperate fully with other
educational groups in the push
to improve North Carolina's
public schools."
Banks, an outstanding

teacher and expert in
American government, suc¬
ceeds Mrs. Frances M. Cum-
mings, a Lumberton teacher,
at the helm of the
43,000-member NCAE. He will
serve a one-year term as

president and will be on leave-
of-absence to work out of the
Raleigh headquarters of the
Association.
Banks will spend his firs

week in office attending th
convention of the National
Education Association in Min¬
neapolis, Minnesota.

"A new era is dawning for
public education, and I am

pleased that I can occupy a

key role as that era begins,"
Banks said. He said the action
of the North Carolina General
Assembly in approving more
than $260 million in new

money for public education
"is symptomatic of the con¬
sensus that has developed
among North Carolina citizens
about public school."
Banks said the people

"clearly want their public
schools improved, are quite
willing to pay the cost of those
improvements, and are saying
loudly and clearly that they
want schools in North
Carolina that will provide an
education second to none for
their children."
Banks said his presidency

will be marked by cooperation
with the leaders of other
educational groups, a

cooperation he said is "essen-

tial if we are to achieve the
progress that all educatonal
groups desire." He said he
also will press for more of an

instructional thrust from the
NCAE since he believes
teachers want their organiza¬
tion to not only look after their
economic well being but also
help them become better
teachers.
Banks, a Jones County

native and a graduate of East
Carolina University, holds the
master's degree from the
University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill.

The great blue heron stands
four feet tall and has a
wingspan of more than six
feet, yet weighs only five to
eight pounds, National
Geographic notes.

All food contains some
water; about five percent in a
fresh almond to about 80 per¬
cent in a potatoe. The
watermelon, which contains
97 percent water, contains
more water than any other
food according to National
Wildlife magazine.

Pup-Pup Parlour
175 Weaverville Hwy, Suite R

Across from Harbor Light Restaurant
Professional Dog Grooming with T.L.C.

We Groom and Dip All Breed*
Open Tuesday . Saturday

Call for Appointment 658-0512Proprietor*
Eileen Carter Marlene Kifer

Take-Out
Orders

rOLANBs
P!!ZEMMarshall

ByPass

OPEN FOR LUNCH!
Fresh Pizza - Made To Order

Italian Farmer's Salad
Lunch Tuesday - Friday 11:30- 1:30
Dinner Tuesday - Thursday 4:00 - 8:30

Friday 4:00 9:30
9 00

The Tiller That's Really
a Walk-Behind
Tractor "V3 <®> I
BCS tillers do a lot
more than till. Because the tiller
unit can be replaced by a lot of other
implements. Like the snow
blower. Or a lawn mower. Or
a sickle-bar cutter. And it only
takes a few minutes to make the
change. But you really have to
see it to appreciate it.
Come in and check out this mechar..^.
masterpiece. Ask to see the BCS in action.

Wool Branch
Sates & Service

. . John Skemp147 Anderson Branch
649-2315Marshall

i At Myrtle Beach
I For Rent

2 bedroom, 2 bath
Vacation Bungalow

South Myrtle Beach
Weekly Rates Only

Adults Only
CALL Asheville 258-8961 =

Office 254-3581

Unemployment
Declines
Both the North Carolina and

Madison County unemploy¬
ment picture brightened dur¬
ing May according to
statistics released last week
by the North Carolina
EMployment Security Com¬
mission (ESC.)
Figures released last week

show that joblessness in North
Carolina reached a four-year
low in May when the statewide
unemployment rate reached
5.8 percent of the workforce.
The May statewide unemploy¬
ment rate was the lowest
recorded since April, I960
Statewide, employment in¬
creased half a percentage
point during the month, up
from the 6.3 percent
unemployment rate reported
in APrii of this year.
Madison County unemploy¬

ment also decreased during
the month, dropping to 5.1 per¬
cent of the workforce from
April's reading of 5.8 percent.
The national unemployment

rate during the month of May
stood at 7.2 percent according
to the ESC figures.
ESC chairman Glenn Jer-

nigan noted that the state's
workforce exceeded three
million workers for the first
time in May, with 2.84 million
members of the workforce ac¬

tively employed during the
month. Both figures represent
all-time highs according to
Jernigan. The ESC chairman
reported that some 41,600 jobs
were created during the
month.
Most of the gains have been

reported in electrical
machinery, non-electrical
machinery and furniture fix¬
tures. Gains were also
reported in the trade and con¬
struction industries.

The average weekly hours
worked by production workers
during May was down slightly
to 40.1 hours. Average hourly
earnings remained unchanged
at M.97.
Madison County's 5.1 per¬

cent unemployment figure
represents some 420
unemployed workers in a

workforce of 8,220.
Neighboring counties con

tinue to report higher
unemployment figures. Bun
combe County reported a

jobless rate of 5.7 percent in
May, while Haywood and
Yancey counties reported
rates of 1.7 and 9.3 percent
respectively
Wake County continues to

have the lowest jobless rate in
the state with 2.9 percent and
Swain County reports the
state's highest percentage of
unemployed at 14.5 percent

Give your

mobile
home
a solid

foundation
Mobile homes are special
homes and need spcciat
insurance protection. So. a

Nationwide Mobile Home¬
owner's policy gives
you complete coverage (or
your special problems like
wind and lire damage. And
we give service fast, when
vou need it most. Ask a

Nationwide agent about a

solid foundation for your
mobile home.

Roy E Ri*vf
Marshall
649-201 1

NAI iunWIDE
INSURANCE
Nationwide IS on your S«cJe

Nationwide Mutual Fira Insurance Co
Homa Office: Columbus. Ohio

iff

school Absences
Show Decine
By STEVE FERGUSON
AbMoces in the Marshall

Elementary School were down
seven out of nine school mon¬
ths this year compared to last,
according to principal Fred
Haynie.
This amounts to over 500

student days, Haynie said, and
is due to a new policy enacted
by the Madison County Board
of Education in July of 1983
The policy, which was

enacted on a one-year trial
basis, stated that students at
Marshall Elementary must at¬
tend at least 160 of 180 school

days, and that any absences
over the 20 allowed must be
made up in suipmer school.
Marshall Elementary was

formed in August of 1982 when
grades K-3 were placed in the
new Marshall Primary School
on the Marshall bypass. Last
year, the school had no
absence policy.
The new policy has caused

students to become more

aware of their missed days,
and to become very careful
when their absences near the
20-day mark, Haynie said.

"I think its been successful
and I think we'll see an im¬
provement in attendance next
year if the (school) board ap¬
proves it again," Haynie said.
People in the community have
also been very supportive of
the new policy, he said.
Those who go over the

20-day limit are required to at¬
tend summer school. Each
day is a three-hour session, 9
a.m. until noon, and each ses¬

sion makes up for one day
missed. Haynie said several
students were attending sum¬
mer school due to missing
school during the regular
year, but most of those
students missed less days this
year.
Haynie said he feels
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Ronnie Rigsby BRUSH CREEK GULF & GROCERY
Owner & ^^PP'-IE5'If I Dctn 1 Have It, Hwy ug 2g ?() g Mj Nor<h Qf Marsha.I Can Get It. Railroad Salwa» IV»« FonH . PialH Tr«il rv«« c«~(Railroad Salvage Dog Food . Field Trail Dog Food
. Assortment of Gas Powered Hottco Weed Eaters

Fertilizer . Tobacco SuppliesU Haul Trucks & Trailers To Rent
Brush Creek Gulf & Grocery & Farm Supplies

Open Mon. - Fri. 7:00 - 8:00, Sat. & Sun. 9:00 - 8:00

Why Pay Excessive Finance Charges
^To Own A Satellite System?

10 Ft. Motorized
Minit-Man Satellite

System
Completely Installed

S *48.39
I

NO I
MONEY
DOWN

WITH APPROVED CREDIT!

90DAYSSAMEAS CASH
SYSTEMS STARTING AS LOW AS *1 195

Minit-Man Satellite
1039 Patton Ave., Asheville AP(I . ...

N.W. Corner of Patton l Louisiana Ave. 253-4266

ytfcwnQ, ttw one cost
houM paint N immntod
tor 10 yaara it drm to

touch in 20 to 40

V6-420-01(96)

j. i--. 'fy -*v

Erwin Hills Pro Hardware
497 N*w l*k*«t«r Highway W»«f A»h*vill«, N.C.
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