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The built their gallery onto their
* home last December and moved into
* their house four years ago.
““We chose the area for its peace, its
tranquility and its nice people,” Lou
said. ;

Earl disagreed slightly. '‘We
wanled to live in the Sun Belt, we
wanted to still have four seasons but
with shorter winters. We wanted
lower taxes and heating bills.”

The couple moved here from Long
Island, N.Y., where Earl taught art at
Sayville High School for 15 years. "I
was the department head and had a
high school, a junior high school and
five elementary schools under me,”
Earl said.

His art education includes training
at the Albright Art School in Buffalo,
State University of New York at Buf-
falo, Columbia University T.C. in
New York, Hofstra University in
Hempstead, N.Y. and at Lewis
University in Glen Ellen, Iil.

Lou is originally from New Albany,
Ind. She also received art training at
Lewis University, as well as studying
at Indiana University Southeast.

Lou and Earl met while learning
from master sculptor Mustafa
Naguib, the older brother of the
Egyptian general, at Lewis Universi-
ty. They have been married for over
six years.

Their gallery itsell is a pleasure to
walk through, viewing their work. It
is well-lit by eight skylights, and the
air is usually filled with classical
music, which the couple say they like
for its lack of lyrics and its soothing
effect.

In talking with the Stresings, one
thing becomes quickly apparent-
they both are dedicated to cleaning
up the environment, peace and open
communications between people.
Many of their art works carry these
messages.
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careless and callous beer drin
Earl has another

work called **Toxic Waste', a colk

done at the time when the

wastes first began to appear in

Cherokee. When some talk startedof
a plan to build a toxic waste dump
site here in Madison County, Lou
organized a petition campaign
against the plan. The petition drive
gathered more than 1,000 signatures.

Their work is, by necessity, & time-
consuming labor of love. "'We figubed
out if we took into account all the
hours we put into our work,”™ Lou
declared, “'we would charge people
something like $20,000. As it is, we
figure we make about 25 cenlis an
hour. You have to love the work, and
we do."”

Speaking on the possibility of
changing some of the things she
doesn’t like about the world, Lou said,
“You just have to plant the seeds in
peoples’ heads. Not bad ones, just
good ones."
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~and they're in separate worlds.
They're real close and they try to join
worlds. Every now and then we get

close and we can communicate.

“Isn’t this beautiful?"' she asks,
holding up a clipping of some snow-
covered stones. " Mother Nature is so
much better at art than we are."”

The Stresings, like all artists, have
several pieces in their private collec-
tion. One of the most interesting is
Earl's self-portrait, which e made
before he left teaching.

“It has things that I would like to
see happen. Some of them have and
some of them haven't.”

The work is a combination of col-
lage and painting techniques. At the
top is an overlay of a brain-Earl's of
course. The likeness of Earl has his
heart and lungs visible in the chest
area. He says he painted it this way
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because he is interested in
health. The Earl in the painti
painting the artist’s signature i
middle right of the painting.

The work also has some
which Earl wanted in the
Some of them are a motorcycle,"gooe
eating and living in either North
Carolina or Virginia, all of which he
has. He wanted a rural house, one
which is in the same style as the one
he has now. He wanted to lose weight,
as a drawing of a scale showing 146
pounds shows (he now weighs very
close to that goal).

He also wanted rural farmland
scenes, a lot like where he lives now.
He wanted an air compressor for his
sculpturing, which he has. He wanted
improved vision and hearing, which
he says has partly happened. He
wanted to have his works exhibited
publicly, which has come true.

In the right lower corner of the
work is a pile of coins. “That's
money, but that hasn't happened
yet,” he laughs.

Orie interesting piece of Lou's is an

i wood and metal-overlaid
with wings and a snake. “Thé
snake is a symbol of wisdom. It's
really more of a symbolic creature. I
don't know what to call it.”
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A TRADITIONAL WORK OF SCULPTURE, left, seems to
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consider the unorthodox alligator at right.

" Lou said they often give each other

.pieces. they like. ‘If he does

ma.hiuandllikett, he gives it td
me. If | do something and he likesit, 1
give it to him. They're gifts,”" she
said.

Other memorable works in their
private collection are a wooden carv-
ing by Earl of a little girl, called
“‘Curiosity”, a painting by Lou called
*'Earth IT"" or ‘“‘Mother Earth’', some
of Lou's stained glass windows and

(Continued on Page 9)

The Country Boutique

GIANT KEYRING DESIGNED BY EARL STRESSING would
be hard to lose.

HERLOONS, Now GLus 2%

Main Street - Mars Hill

Fox Shopping Center
19E Bypass, Burnsville

Junior Lines
Santa Cruz, Pbj, Jessica By Florian
Fashions, Organically Grown,
Palmetto’s, Main Sport by Jerell, Smart
Pants, California Ivy, Vicky Vaughn,
Andrew Sport, Carrie Been, Stuffed

682-9890

Sherry Fender
Owner/Operator

Missy Lines
Russ, Jerell, Folio, DLM, Strait Lane,
Sculptures, Ambitions, J. Ellis, Sa’
Bene, Tony Petite, Leslie Fay, Evan
Picone, Jess & Liz, Counter Parts, Lilli
Ann, Lord Isaacs, Kaspar.

Shirt, Coqui, MGM, Act 1.
Blouses by Lady Arrow, Nicola, Adolfo and Gailord.
Layaway, Visa, Mastercard Welcome
All Summer Merchandise On Sale
New Merchandisin Arrivm !

The H az'r Place

Marshall By-Pass

BANTAM CHEF

New - Now Serving

® Charbroiled Burgers,
@ Pressure Fried Chicken
® Homemade Biscuits

213 Big Branch Road
Mars Hill, NC
689-4755

U.S. 25—70

Open 9-6 Mon. —Wed l-QThllﬂ & Friday

Lmuted Tune Speclal
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