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3f Madison County Since 1901

By BILL STUDENC
~ Editor

An audit of county records has un-
covered several improperly
documegted financial transactions
that took place during the waning
days of office of the former Madison

Board of Commissioners,

The audit has led to questions from
the current commissioners about the
financial - practices of the former
board and its employees.

J. Roger Gregg, certified public ac-
countant with the Asheville firm
Gregg & Lasher, P.A., recently con-
ducted an audit of Madison County
finances from Dec. 1, 1985, through
Nov. 30, 1985. Gregg gave the results
of that audit to the new Madison
County Board of Commissioners at its
meeting Monday.

Among the findings of the audit are
a “significant increase” in county
checks to certain commissioners and
employees in the months following
the'May primary.

The former commissioners --
James Ledford, Ervin Adams and

State Asked To Investigate
Accident In Hot Springs

By BILL STUDENC
Editor
and ANNE KITCHELL
Staff Writer

Thomas Rusher, district attorney
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Chief John Barrett and a former fice of the special prosecutor in the

in a prepared statement released
lta;ulll:mp.m; Wednesday,

T B

ducks" until'a new slate of commis-
sioners, which would be elected Nov.
4, took office Dec, 1.

And it was during that post-
primary period that many of the
financial discrepancies found by the
auditors took place, Gregg said.

Among those discrepancies are, ac-
cording to the audit report, improper
payments for sick leave and annual
leave, county checks for higher than

missioners and with other “parties
related to the commissioners” and in-
adequately documented expense
payments.

The audit report also indicated that
the former county commissioners
had overappropriated money from
the county’s fund balance to meet
budget expenditures.

special state prosecutor to look into
allegations that Barrett was intox-
icated at the time of the accident, and
at Barrett’s counter-allegations that
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such investigation as he feels is
justified relating to the allegafions
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questions about,”” Commissioner
Reese Steen said after listening to
Gregg.

‘I don’t want this to be perceived
as a witch-hunt on the last three com-
missioners. I want to look through

Continued on back page

New Year's Day incident in Hot Spr-
ings,”" Rusher said in the statement.

“It is my position, based on
preliminary interviews, that there
exists a wide discrepancy in the
various accusations and allegations

is politically instigated,” he
1t is my thought that
having no connection to local
should make decisions relative to this
matter to the extent that the special
prosecuter will handle the matter,
and that I will thereafter not be in-
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Hot Springs 'mc_u Chief .Ioﬁa na:mttm " the car he totaled in aNew Year's accident.
the town's new patrol car, a replacement lgr
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until after he read about it in local

Accountant Roger Gregg and Madison County
Commissioner Reese Steen examine county
financial records during Monday's meeting of
the Board of Commissioners. Gregg told the

Phote by Bill Studenc

board his audit produced several examples of
improper documentation of financial trans-
actions.

Ponder Named

In Indictment

By ANNE KITCHELL

had received no notice of the in-

dictment.
volved,” Rusher said. ez b o ““This is another case of political
The one-vehicle accident, which oc- A Madison County grand jury  harassment,” she said.
curred shortly after midnight on New handed down a bill of indictment Zeno and Marie Ponder, nephew
Year's Day, totaled the only patrol Tuesday charging Democratic Leonard Ponder and hﬂq*-
car in the town of Hot Springs. Party leader Zeno H. Ponder with  associate Marshall Kasfier'
Rusher, on , began looking | conspiri u&wﬁ;m previously indicted by a federal
_ into : W ., grand jury op 12.e¢
u}m :Eé s SN . i
Year's Eve party prior to the acci- Jlhe charges Ponder  chases. ;
dent. . with using profit in- U.S. District Court Judge
Barrett has denied that he was formation he while serv-  Woodrow Jones dismissed those
drinking before the accident, and has | N8 on the state board. charges in January 1966 following
called the allegations “‘ridiculous and A bill of indictment was submit-  two days of testimony in federal
politically motivated.” ted to the grand jury by 24th  court.

“For every person saying I was
drunk or acting inappropriately,
there'’s probably a ticket or some inci-

dent motivating them,” Barrett said. Pwd!rmnedtnowiedaedﬂen submitting the bill of indictment to
.~ Rusher said he was unaware of the | ding state approval of the con-  the Madison grand jury.
" incident and surrounding controversy struction of a public road. Ponder “‘In the end, both concurred that

newspapers.
“] am concerned about potential

| allegations that he was under the in- putting others at a financial disad-  gtatement.
fluence. If we find witnesses who say vantage. ““The district attorney will bring
' be was drinking, then we will pro- Ponder was unavailable for this matter on for trial as prompt-
bably have him arrested and pro- comment Wednesday morning. |y as possible consistent with due
secute him,” Rusher said Tuesday. His wife, Marie Ponder, said they  process of law."
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By BILL STUDENC
Editor
Marshall officials may have hit a
roadblock in their attempt to divert

Judicial District Attorney J.
Thomas Rusher, a Republican.
According to the indictment,

is charged with secretly purchas-
ing land near Madison County for
the purpose of monetary profit,

Projects that meet basic needs —
that is, water, sewer or rehabilitation

Randolph Riley, district attorney
in Wake County until Jan. 1, before

it was appropriate to submit the
bill of indictment to the grand
jury,” Rusher said in a prepared

' Marshall Hits Roadblock
' In Recreation Repair Plans

He reiterated that concern to the
board again Monday.
“We could do maybe four or five of

more than $80.000 in unspent state proval, he said. The target areas in b&t g0
grant money on itation of the this case are Island Road and Cody the town opts to use the
town's crumbling recreation center in the Cotton Mill Hill area,

the remaining houses in

~ recreation facilities would have a low
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