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Other Water Options

By BILL STUDENC
Editor

ASHEVILLE - Officials from Mars
Hill, Weaverville and Woodfin agreed
Tuesday to look at several options, in-
cluding a proposed water treatment
system on the Ivy River, lo solve
their water supply problems,

Although officials from the three
towns agreed that a joint water
system tapping the Ivy River is the
most attractive alternative available,
the system’s estimated $10.5 million
price tag is a little hard to swallow.

“‘We want to participate,” said
Mars Hill Mayvor Owen Tilson. “It's
just a matter of can we financially af-
ford it.?"

Officlals learned in February that
Mars Hill's share of the water project
cost would be nearly $2.2 million.
Weaverville's cost would be nearly
$2.3 million and Woodfin's, $3.256
million. An unincorporated area of
North Buncombe County - including

Flat Creek and Ivy townships - would

-account for $2.8 million.

Weaverville and Woedfin have ex-
perienced water supply difficulties in
recenly years. Mars Hill is concerned
about future expansion. Officials
from the three areas began studying
last March the use of the Ivy River,
near the Madison-Buncombe county
line, as a source of water.

Tilson was mere pessimistic about
his town's chances of participating in
the much-discussed Iry River project
than representatives from the town of
Weaverville and Lthe Woodfin
Sanitary Water and Sewer District,

Tilson said thai Mars Hill's new
sewer system and two on-going water
and sewer projects mandated by the
state have tied up hundreds of
thousands of dollars of the town's
money.

“There's no way we can participate
unless we get a lot of funds or
grants,” he said. “We are very in-

Streams To Get
Spring Cleaning

By ANNE KITCHELL
Staff Writer

More than 500 Madison County
residents will take to the streams,
garbage bags in hand, this Satur-
day in an effort to clum up local
walerways.

Clean Streams Dny now in its
fourth year, is an annual event
sponsored this year by Quality
Forward, the French Broad River
Foundation and Carolina

Wilderness Adventures to promote
an awareness aboul water quality
and conservation.

The cleanup effort is part of a
four-county project in conjunction
with Community Development
Week and Spring Cleanup Week.
The four counties involved in the
project are Madison, Buncombe,
Transylvania and Henderson.
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terested in it and want to participate
in it, if we can."

Weaverville Mavor Reese Lasher
agreed that the availability of grant
money would playv a major role in
whether his town participates.

““We would like to proceed with the
Ivy River study to find out what fun-
ding we can get to make this project a
reality,” Lasher said.

Charles Anderson, director of the
Woodfin Sanitary Water and Sewer
District, echoed Lasher's comments.

“‘We're definitely interested in it,"
Anderson said. “We're already buy-
ing water from Asheville. In order to
maintain our system, we'll have to
gel water from somewhere else. This
looks like the most reasonable avenue
we can pursue.”

There are, however, other avenues
available to each of the communities,
said project engineer Gary MeGill,
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Mars Hill Mayor Owen Tilson, left, listens as  million plan to utilize the river for a municipal
engineer Gary MeGill explains his town's op- water system for Mars Hill, Weaverville and

tions in the proposed Ivy River project, a $10.5
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A Long Road Ahead

Ordeal Of Sex Abuse Case Continues for Children, Parents

By BILL STUDENC
Editor
The trial of  Andrew ‘‘Junior"
Chandler, convicted last week of 12

child sexual abuse charges, is finally
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" is far from its conclusion.

For the children, the nightmares -
perds! despite the fact that the man
accused of molesting them over a
four-month period last year has been

‘We've lost friends, we’ve lost some of our family members,
some of us have lost homes, all in the name ofjnﬁce

life tebms, plus an additional 2
vears, '

For some of the children, bed-
wetting remains a problem. The
therapy and the counseling sessions

Iong time.

**He still sometimes wakes us up in
the middle of the night, screaming,”
said Donna Nipper, mother of two
voung boys involved in the child sex-

ual abuse case. “‘He’s still asleep,
though. He's screaming in his sleep.”

For the parents of .the children,
there are the lingering feelings of
guill and anger, confusion and
frustration, the nagging self-imposed
questions of “what if . . .

“You don't want (o think that
samething like that could happen to
your daughter,” said Beverly
Squires, mother of a girl, now 3, in-
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Madison OKs A-B Tech Campus

By BILL STUDEN(
Editor

The Madison County Board of Com-
missioners has paved the way for the
conslruetion of a satellite campus of
Asheville-Buncombe Technical Col-
lege, to be located on the Marshall
Bypass.

The board last week approved the
purchase of a tract of land at the in-
tersection of U.S, 25-70 Bypass and
N.C. 213 from Wachovia Bank at a
eost of $90,000.

Money for the purchase of that pro-
perty will come from a total of
$800,000 appropriated by the General
Assembly last year for the construc-
tion of a Madison County campus of
A-B Tech.

Commissioners. through their at-

torney, Larry Leake, had been
negotiating for several weeks with
Wachovia Bank concerning the pur-
chase price of the property.

Leake told the board at its regular
meeting last week that he had obtain-
ed a signed commitment from the
bank to sell the property for $90,000.

That clears the way for A-B Tech
officials to proceed with the drafting
of plans for the new campus facility.

County commissioners in
December agreed to allow the A-B
Tech. Board of Trustees to assume
responsibility for the construction of
the satellite campus.

The [acility, which will be deeded to
Madison County, will then be leased
to A-B Tech, according to the agree-
ment.
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County officials had looked at two
other sites -- one near Madison High
School and another on county-owned
property near the landfill - but
agreed that the Wachovia site was the
best.

A-B Tech officials agree.

“We're delighted,”” said Ray
Sawver, director of A-B Tech's
Madison County Center. “The key
thing at that site is its high visibility
and accessibility. A school building is
no different than a business — it needs
to be visible and accessible."

The selected site is also centrally
localed between the county’s main
population areas, Sawyer said.

Architects are currently preparing
preliminary drawings of the facility,
and construction could begin as early
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as mid-summer, he said.

I think we're looking at possibly a
vear and a half before we actually oc-
cupy the building,” Sawver said.

The facility will probably be a
12,000 square foot building with
several classrooms, a small
auditorium and a utility laboratory,
according to previously announced
plans.

A-B Tech officials intend to use the
facility as headquarters for their con-
tinuing education program currently
in place in Madison County, Sawyer
said.

“We'll also take a look at the
feasibility of offering some off-
campus curriculum classes here in
Madison,” he said.
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