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By BILL STUDENC
Editor
District Attorney J. Thomas

Rusher has refused to investigate

Madison County's past financial *
practices, saying there is not enough

evidence of criminal activity to war-
rant his office’s involvement.

Rusher, after conferring last week

with the N.C. Local Government
Commission and the N.C. Attorney

General's Office, announced Tuesday |
that the Madison County Board of

Commissioners should resolve itself

anyprdahmsrtmledbyacou-.

troversial audit report.

Rusher, district attorney for the
24th Judicial District, also reiterated
his policy of allowing governmental
bodies to decide if an investigation of
public officials is justified.

“It is my opinion that, short of cir-
cumstances clearly suggesting a
violation of eriminal law or short of a
specific request that there be a
criminal investigation, then I must
leave these matters to be solved by
the Madison County Board of Com-
missioners,”” Rusher said in a
prepared statement.

That means unless the current
commissioners specifically ask for a
criminal investigation, allegations of
the possible misappropriation of
county funds will not be investigated.

Madison County commissioners
learned Jan. 12 that the number of
financial transactions involving coun-
ty funds increased noticeably during

-Continued on back page

Warned Of Hazard

By JUDY PITTILLO
Record Correspondent
The Hill Board of Aldermen
learned Monday night that propane
gas tanks in the downtown area could
be a disaster waiting to happen.
Bill Zink, assistant fire chief with
the Mars Hill Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, warned town officials of the
potential hazard posed by several
propane tanks located in the alley
behind Main Street.
_ “Propane tanks of this size can be
hurled a half a mile,”" Zink said dur-
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big fire, and it is coming,” he said.

Using a videotape of a propane gas
leak that occurred at the Magnavox
Corp. plant in Skyland, Zink said that
mmummmm

of a 500-gallon propane tank Mlhﬂ

800 gallons of water per minute for

four hours, or a fotal of 192,0000

gallons of water during that four-hour
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commissioners to investigate the Department of Social Ser-

vices.

School Daze

Board Of Education Faces Snow

By ANNE KITCHELL
Staff Writer

The Madison County Boards of
Education learned Monday it may be
in violation of the state mandatory re-
quirement governing the 180-school
day year — a problem which could
cost the county school system nearly
$150,000.

During the regular school board

period.

A similar problem exists with the
propane tanks in Mars Hill, Zink said,

Mars Hill Fire Chief Eddie Fox told
the board that he has determined the
propane tanks to be a hazard, and has
proposed that downtown businesses
which have propane tanks con-
solidate into one large tank.

The large tank would mabe
buried in the ground, and te
meters provided for each business,
Fox said.

The buildings are old, the
pijpelines in poor condition and the
alley too narrow, he said. In addition,
there is also a hedge located nearby,
and that also constitutes a fire
bazard, he said.

dent Bobby Edwards told board
members he had received informa-
tion from the state Board of Educa-
tion's budget director outlining the
hazardous weather policy.

The policy states that a school unit
must have missed 15 days, plus made
an effort to make up the lost days,
before the state board will consider a
waiver of the mandatory number of
class days.

HOT SPRINGS
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This way to Hot Springs, scene of this weekend’s
bomecoming festivities. '

Hot Springs Gears
For Homecoming

ance, and this ISO rate is re-
uated every 15 years, he said nymmmmsu.
" Continued on back page Staff Writer
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f Social Services

By BILL STUDENC
Editor

Members of the Revere community
asked the Madison County Board of
Commissioners Monday night for a
thorough investigation of the county's
Department of Social Services.

The request is apparently the result
of the recent conviction of Andrew
“Junior’”” Chandler, a 29-year-old
resident of the Revere area, on 12
child sexual molestation charges.

Charges agaisnt Chandler and his
later conviction were due, in large
part, to an investigation by the
Department of Social Services of
complaints from the parents of abus-
ed Madison County children.

Jerry Gunter, the Revere man who
spoke with the commissioners Mon-

Madison County schools were clos-
ed 12 days due to bad weather during
the current school year. The previous

board agreed to waive one
day, while the new board waived one
day and requested the state board to
waive one day. Board members said
they believed this would be in com-
Mwﬂhthehw

{//But the state hazardous weather
pﬂk:y requires each school unit to

Karen Bloomquist, Miss North
‘Carolina, will be on hand. So will
" U.8. Congressman James Mc-
Murechrhmdwolmd
‘the U.S. Forest Service. -
‘mmhﬁmimm

to welcome folks from all

ver to what homecoming | .

believe will become an

day night, is also behind a petition
drive calling for a re-investigation of
the 1986 child sexual abuse case.

“I'm speaking for most of the peo-
ple in this courtroom," said Gunter, a
cousin of Chandler's wife, Debra
Lyon Chandler, “I want to introduce
the board to allegations concerning
the Department of Social Services. |
don’t want to go into details about the
problems, but we want the board to
look into the problems.”

The majority of the nearly 100 peo-
ple at Monday's meeting were from
the Revere community. Many of
those residents will be speaking
privately about their concerns with
commissioners, Gunter said.

“We are calling for a general,
thorough investigation of the depart-

make an effort to compensate for lost
class time by using Saturdays or
vacation time.

According to Edwards, Madison
County teachers have two mandated
work days left on the calendar, but
without a waiver from the state
Board of Education, students would
also have to have one more day of
classes. :

If the county board does not adhere

(

More.

ment, how it's been run and its
employees,” he said.

““The people here tonight, and a lot
of them who didn’t make it tonight,
believe that one of the county's most
critical departments should be check-
ed into. We think it's time to take ac-
tion and we ask the board to look into
these problems and make the
necessary corrections. That's about
all I have to say,” he said.

The courtroom broke out into
thunderous applause after Gunter's
comments.

The commissioners said nothing
about the call for an investigation,
and proceeded with the next item on
their agenda. That prompted Gunter
to rise and ask for an assurance that

-Continued on back page

Day Problems; Teachers May Have To Work 1 Saturday

to the state requirement of 180 days
(less two days allowed to local school
boards), the county stands to lose
state funds amounting to nearly
$150,000 in salaries and operational
costs, Edwards said.

The school board should have
either called students back early
from Easter vacation or should have
made an effort to hold classes on

<Continued on back page '

Sex Abuse

Ciarges Are Filed

A 25yearold Marshall man has
been charged with sexually molesting
three children, aged 4, 5 and 6, in-
cluding one girl involved in a
previous child sexual abuse case.

The Madison County Sherifl's
Department has charged Ricky
Chandler of Skyway Drive, Marshall,
with three counts of first-degree sex-
ual offense and three counts of taking
indecent liberties with a minor.

Chandler was being held Tuesday
on $150,000 bond following a bond
hearing in Madison County District
Court.

He has been charged with sexually
abusing the children between June

20-22 last year, according to
authorities.

One of those girls is one of seven
Marshall Day Care Center students
involved in the recently completed
trial of Andrew “Jumior” Chandler,
29, a former van driver with the
Madison County Transportation
Authority.

Junior Chandler was convicted of
12 child abuse charges and received
two consecutive life terms in prison,
plus 21 additional years.

A charge of first-degree sexual of-
fense carries a life sentence.

Jim Baker, assistant district at-
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North Buncombe
To Host Prison

From Staff Reports

A year of controversy came to an end Tuesday when the Council of State ap-
mammmmwmwuummam
ment for crumbling Craggy Prison.
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‘the recommendation of the State Budget Office and selected land
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