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District Attorney J. Thomas
Rusher has dismissed two assaull

: charges and two communicating

Madison

Graduates
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Humidity

By ANNE KITCHELL
Staff Writer
It wuahutm:lmnllht
but that failed to dampen the
spirits of 164 graduating seniors
from Madison High School last
Friday.

. : the
bleachers to watch the Class of '87

On-lookers joined the members
of the graduating class as they

threats charges filed last month in
the Madison County Magistrate's Of-

" fige sgainst-Hot Springs Police Chief

Terry Lee Getman.

Those dismissals came after
Rusher’s review of two unrelated in-
cidents invelving suspects being
questioned by Getman in routine in-
vestigations.

Rusher, district attorney for the
24th Judicial District, announced the

_dismissal of criminal charges against

Getman in two separate slalements
issued in the past week.
1 do not feel that society benefils

and dreamed of the challenge of . -

their futures. = -

Senior class president Brian
Grindstaff reminded his fellow
class members that they can not
live in the past because they are
afraid of the hll\lﬂ

vears ago {o the uncertainty they
-Continued on Page §

when its law enforcement officers are
forced to stand trial in eriminal court
for actions out of their official
duties in situations where the conduct
has been no more substantial that ex-
ists here,” Rusher said.

Getman had been charged in war-
rants filed May 11 in the magistrate’s
office with communicating threats
against Michael Miller and Randy
Riddle, two Madison High School
students, and with simple assault
against Miller. .

Three days after the filing of those
charges, an elderly Hot Springs man
wanted for questioning in a purse-
snatching incident charged that Get-
man assaulted him by striking him
over the head with an “extra large
handgun,” according to a warrant
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issued May 14 by county magistrates.

James C. Leister required three
stitches and had to be given medical
treatment following the April 30 inci-
dent, according to the warrant filed
15 days after the incident.

Hot Springs officials'said Getman
was acting in self-defense when he
struck Leister with the butt of a gun.
Getman (ried to question Leister
about a purse snatching earlier in the
day when Leister allegedly pulled a
gun on him, according to police
reports.

Getman charged Leister with
assault on a law enforcement officer
with a deadly weapon, resisting ar-
rest and larceny. Those charges are
expected to go to trial.

“In the factual situation here, I feel

that a chief of police answering a
legitimate call who is confronted by
an assailant in a life-threatening
manner with the use of a gun has a
right to be aggressive and overcome
the assault commitfed upon him,"”
Rusher said in a statement released
last Wednesday. “This is a recogniz-
ed principal in our law."”

If, during an evidentiary hearing on
the case, evidence appears giving
basis to countercharges against Get-
man, then Rusher will reinstate any
appropriate charges, he said.

In the earlier incident, Miller and
Riddle charged that Getman
threatened them with physical harm
and used profanity during a routine
traffic stop in Hot Springs on May 10.
Miller also charged that Getman

pushed him into a police car.

Getman has denied those charges
and said that both teen-agers were
uncooperative when he arrested
Miller on a reckless driving charge
for spinning his tires in downtown Hot
Springs.

Rusher said although Getman was,
according to his investigation,
“highly wvecal" when questioning
Miller and Riddle, that does not war-
rant the filing of criminal charges.

It is my opinion after consultation
with the attorneys on my staff that
even if all the allegations are true as
stated, we would not expect to prevail
in a criminal trial on these charges,"”
Rusher said in a statement released
Monday.
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Welch May Win New Trial
On Coed Assault Charges

By BILL STUDENC
\ . Editor

A Cherokee man convicted of the
1982 kidnapping and attempted rape
of a Mars ‘Hill College student may
win a new trial, if the U.S. Appeals
Court upholds a District ' Court
judge's order.

Judge David Sentelle earlier this

- month set aside the conviction of
) Issac Welch, 37, on the grounds

that

“The N.C. Attorney General's Office

has appealed Sentelle’s ruling to the
Fourth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
in Richmeond, Va.

Sentelle ruled that Welch did not
have an impartial jury in his Madison
County Superior Court trial because
one of the jurors was a half brother of
the man who was dating the victim at
the time of the attack.

In addition, Sentelle found that the
same juror's father was a part-time
deputy with the Madison County

does not agree, and last week filed
notice of appeal.

“We feel that the relationships in-
volved are not close & in o far
as the 's rela vie-
tim’sboyﬂ'iend,mmkelhﬂm:n

unimpartial jurer,” said David ..

League, lpecial dq:uty in the At-

Sheriff’s Department, whachhgndld ality,'

'Immammmvdeh

in the deliberations, Sentelle ruled.
The N.C. Attorney General's Office
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_Water Rates Increase 27 %,
f ‘Taxes Stable In Weaverville

From Staff Reports

Weaverville residents will see their
monthly water bills increase but their
tax bills stay the same in the coming
fiscal year.

The Weaverville Board of
Aldermen has officially adopted a
new $1,075,819 budget for the 1987-1988
fiscal year — with no increase in the
municipal tax rate.

‘The board also approved a 27 per-
‘cent increase in the municipal water
irate < ‘a hike designed to make
Weaverville's water system sell-
sufficient and to allow town officials
to set money aside for the construc-
tion of a new water system in the

incredse should translate
nm on the average water

ier’s  monthly bill, said
: ‘i'unwcmﬂu

Aldermen, at Monday’s meeting, ap-
proved the 1987-88 fiscal year budget
and authorized the increase in water
rates.

The increase in waler rates is
necessary so the town can begin to set
aside money for a new water system,
Horne said. Weaverville officials
have been studying several options -
including use of the Ivy ar French
Broad rivers and a contract with the
Asheville-Buncombe Water Authority
~ to solve the town's longstanding
water supply problems.

“In every study we have done, our-
rates would increase,” Horne said,
'No matter what we do, we've got to
make u'ae water system pay for tained

itself."
The water increase approved by
the board should enable the
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provements, Hmu.-nld.

About 15 percent of the increase
was necessary o make the town's
system pay for itself, he said. :

The new budget is $375,509 more
umuumwt,mmc-
ﬂcnaluet budget at $700,310.

ihat /increase to
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revenue than expected last year. In
fact, the town has $115,000 left over
mmmmﬁnﬂn
go into the 1987-88 by
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