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By BILL STUDENC
Editor
The N.C. Department of Justice will not revoke former
Weaverville Police Chief Darrell Rathburn’s urtiﬁea
tion as a law enforcement officer.
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Chief To Kee

And that m the committee found no reason to
w Rathburn's certification as a law enforcement of-
"‘l'-heyeuuidlredthelnfwmalmu that we were aware

of, they had it in front of them and they voled to take no
action,” Perry said.

"‘Basically, they felt he had been truthful in his applica-
tion process,” he said.

p Certification
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Standard’s Division after an investigation into
Rathburn's conviction on three misdemeanor offenses
prier to his employment with the town of Weaverville in
1985,

The standards committee, in a quarterly meeting last
Thursday at Southern Pines, discussed what action to
take in regard to Rathburn's certification, said Scott
Porry dqnlyd!mturdtheNC Criminal Justice Stan-

Hhm{mmnwumdunmcomw
by the committee,” Perry said Monday. *‘After consider-
ing all the information that had been gathered, they voted
to take no action in terms of anything against his cer-

Search For New Chief Continues

Weaverville has been without a

months, but Town Manager
Charles Horne says the town may
have its new police chief as early
as next week.

Horne and a specially assembl-
ed panel of law enforcement ex-

for the job.

police chief.

perts spent Tuesday and Wednes-
police chief for more than two day interviewing six candidates

Those six are all that remain
from a total of 22 applicants seek-
ing the badge of Weaverville

Assisting Horne during the in-

tification.”

terview process were Capt. Mike
Berry, patrol supervisor with the
Asheville Police Department, Bob
Casler with the N.C. Attorney
General's Office and David War-
ren, director of criminology at

-Continued on back page

Schools To Spend
$18.675 To Meet
State Fire Codes

By BILL STUDENC
Editor

It will cost the Madison County
Board of Education $18,675 to bring
six county schools into compliance
with a state fire inspection report..

The price tag for the repairs is not
as high as it could be, however,

« $250 for a steel door at Hot Springs
Elementary School.

= $4,000 for the construction of a
hood in the kilchen at Marshall
Elementary School.

* $1,400 for plaster and carpentry
work at Spring Creek Elementary
School.

» §1,000 for electrical and carpentry
work at Walnut Elementary School.

= $200 for running additional elec-

trical conduit at Marshall Primary

School.
_Fire inspectors had also recoms
mended that the school system install
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the various vocational departments
from one another,

Mepuﬂﬁnudonotmeuthe
state's fire codes, and must either be
removed or replaced, Edwards said.

School board members said that
the projected high cost of that work
made it impossible to be done at this
time, and agreed to have an architect
study the vocational education
department to determine the best
solution to the problem.

In other action, the school board
agreed that the Madison County
school system should remain a plain-
tiff in a class-action lawsuit filed in
Pennsylvania against several
manufacturers of asbestos.

following repairs: Board of Education, read by eounty
* $10,425 for the construction of a  school board attorney Forrest Ball,
Madison County - along with every Courthouse. The plaque, marking the route of the Dixie

school system in the nation - was Highway, was removed during last year’s extensive renova-

made a plaintiff in the class-action

* $1,400 for the construction of a Jawsuit.
storage building at Hot Springs
School.

Continwed on back page
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Steady As She Goes

According to a letter from the N.C. workers struggle to bolt a bronze plaque weighing some 200

Rathburn, contacted Monday by The News Record,
said that's what he's been saying all along.

“I had been honest about everything,” Rathburn said.
“Those problems were domestic-related and they hap-
pened before | became a law enforcement officer."

According to Buncombe County District Court records,
Rathburn had been convicted of three misdemeanor
charges between 1978 and 1980:

« Shooting a German shepherd dog and injuring it
(charged Dec. 13, 1978). He was found guilty and received
a four-month sentence and was suspended for one year.

* Disorderly conduct (charged March 20, 1979). He
pleaded no contest.

e Assault with a deadly weapon (charged April 14,
1980). He was found guilty and received a two- to three-
month sentence which was suspended for one year.

Anyone convicted of certain misdemeanors cannot be
certified as a law enforcement officer, Perry said.

-Continued on back page
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Winter Weather
Makes An Early
Return To WNC

From Staff Reports
Old Man Winter paid a surprise  vehicles slowed to pass over the
visit to Western North Carolina icy patches.
Tuesday night, dusting the region
with snow and sleet - and creating - but because of Veteran's Day,
hazardous driving conditions for and not the surprise dusting of
Wednesday morning motorists.
The N.C. Highway Patrol
reported numerous traffic ac-
cidents Wednesday morning WNC Tuesday night - a day
because of treacherous road con-

Bridges and overpasses were much needed rainfall, and turned
particularly slick Wednesday the rain into snow and sjeet.
morning, lhepalmlw

course, with vehicles sliding all to several monthis without siguifi-
mkewmm cant rainfall.

rush hour traffic was at a crawl as
Schools were closed Wednesday

snow and ice.
The unexpected snow resulted
from a cold front that moved into

earlier than predicted. The cold
temperatures came on the heels of

Monday's rain’ did ease the
Hilland  threat of forest fires across WNC,
~“whichhad become a tiiderbox tiie

Weaverville Fires

Destroy Mobile Home,
Construction Co.

BILL STUDENC PHOTO From Stalf Reports No one was in the building at the
The Weaverville Fire Department time of the fire, and no injuries were
has been kept busy during the

the past
week, as one fire left an elderly
Weaverville couple homeless while responded to the call. The Barnard-

reported.
Five engines and 19 firefighters

pounds to a rock monument on the lawn of Madison County

tion project at the courthouse. From left to right are Dave
Gross, Cecil McMahan and David McMahan, all of White
Monument Works in Asheville.

Flat Creek Will Decide Council’s Fate

. should not be cerned Citizens and Landowners, the
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another blaze caused some $20,000 in

sville Fire Department provided
assistance, Penley said.
Tuesday's fire came after a Friday
afternoon blaze destroyed a mobile
home, a house and a woodshed owned
by Mr. and Mrs. Fondly Jones of
Green Ridge Road, Weaverville.
The couple escaped unharmed, said
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