By BILL STUDENC
Editor

ASHEVILLE - Superior Court
Judge Robert Lewis heard
arguments Tuesday in a lawsuit filed
by a group of Weaverville residents
seeking to overturn the town's annex-
ation of Reems Creek Golf Club.

Lewis did not rule on the lawsuit
Tuesday, choosing instead to take the
case under advisement - and to take
home for further study the stack of
legal briefs and two hour’s worth of
arguments from four attorneys.

Attorney Harold Bennett, represen-
ting a group of six Weaverville
residents, argued that Weaverville's
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tiguous property of Reems Creek Golf
Club violated a provision of state an-
nexation statutes thal says all per-
tions of subdivision must be annexed.

Bennett said that Kenmure
Associates, developer of the golf club
and residential development, should
have also requested that Weaverville
annex 161 other acres, including an
18-hole golf course, because they are
portions of the same subdivision.

“The golf course is the amenity
without which the subdivision would
not exist,” Bennett said.

*You can't bite half of the cherry.
If you're going to bite it, you've got to

but it's hard to say for sure because _

there's not mueh jeft.” -

Although arson is not
fire officials say they have not ruled it
out,

1 doubt that it was arson,” Moare
said. “We haven’t ruled it out, but it
doesn't really appear (o be arson.”

Investigation of the fire should be
complete by the end of the week, he
said,

The fire, reported at about 11:05
a.m. Tuesday, was first spotted by
David Bower, a salesman who had
pulled over at a nearby church.

“I was sitting at the church and 1
saw some smoke,"’ Bower said. “It

A Marshall firefighther hoses down the inside
of a Madison County school bus which caught
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imexation Goes To Court

bite it all,” he said.
- But Weaverville town attorney Bill
I_QM and co-counsel Steve
argued that the golf
is not part of the subdivision
that makes up the residential
development. State law says that all
portions of a subdivision must be in-
cluded in a request for satellite an-
nexation, unless those portions are
greater than 10 acres, Kropelnicki

said.

Kenmure has subdivided its pro-

perty into three portions - the 89-acre .

residential, the golf course and pro-
perty for ‘‘future development."
Each tract is greater than 10 acres,

fire while parked in the Laurel Branch section

and 1 thought someone was burning
brush. Two or three minutes later,

flames."”
Bower said he does not believe the

looked like a little fire off the bank the whole front end of the bus was in  fire was inténtionally set because he

Barnes said.

Bennett, however, argued that Ken-
mure Associates had, prior to a
public hearing on the proposed an-
nexation, subdivided its property into
several lots and identified property
not included in the annexation ‘‘for
future development.’”” Maps in-
dicating those divisions were posted
at Weaverville Town Hall and infor-
mation distributed at a public hear-
ing indicated that lots had aiready
been sold, he said.

But attorney Albert Sneed, who
represents Kenmure Associates and
who asked to be allowed to join the
lawsuit as an interested party, said
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Tuesday. Fire officials believe faulty elee-
trical wiring may be the culprit.

did not see anyone traveling past the
bus, which sat on the shoulder of Old
N.C. 213,

Mars Hill Holds ‘Brainstorm’ Session

Members of the Mars Hill Board of
Aldermen heard several suggestions
and ideas were during a special
“brainstorming” session held last
Tuesday night in Mars Hill Town
Hall.

lurn Hill Mayor Joseph Gud\vin
mcauedmmnmung,hadn

suggestion of his own - to number all

houses in Mars Hill. Godwin said that
since all municipal streets will be get-
ting names, all houses should be
numbered. :

Such a move would help emergency
mwm:rtoulhh
help, Godwin said.

That suggestion
lhn othw l.o.nam
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houses. The board made no decision,
but agreed to study the issue further.

Another suggestion came from a
woman who attended the “brainstor-
ming"' session. She suggested that
town officials do something about the
garbage that sits on the municipal
sidewalks during the weekends. She
also mentioned that something should
be done about the trash around the
MMM&&MWI\S
center, '

Gnd\vin made a “hide-bound pro-
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mise" to see that something is done
about the trash,

. Town officials also announced that

Carl Eller Road (formerly Big
Branch Road) will soon become a
three-lane road, going from the traf-
fic light in downtown Mars Hill to the
traffic light at the intersection of N.C,
213 and U.S. 19-23.

- Godwin started the meeling by
thtnklngmealdermenlort!mirsup-
M'-

that those maps are not legally bin-
ding.

Sneed said that only the maps and
plats of record - that is, the ones filed
with Buncombe County tax and deed
officials - should be considered.

Kropelnicki joined Sneed in that
argument.

‘*We don't have a subdivision just
because somebody draws some lines
on a map," he said. ‘I I draw a map
of my two or three acres and put
some lines on it, I hope my property
all of a sudden isn’t subject to regula-
tions for subdivisions."

“If that is not a subdivision, 1 will
eat that map, your honer,” Bennett

said. “They're just trying to cover up
a ftrack by dnwing a4 new map
without those lines.”

Town attorney Barnes also argued
that the court should not even hear
the complaint because the Weaver-
ville residents had no legal right to
file it.

Residents of a town contemplating
a satellite annexation can voice their
opinion during a public hearing,
Barnes said. After annexation oe-
curs, it would be up to the N.C. At-

. torney General's Office to take action

to overturn the annexation, he said.
~Continued on back page

Madison Residents
Honor Veterans

On Memorial Day

From Staff Reports
Madison County residents
gathered Saturday in downtown
Marshall as the Ladies Auxiliary
of American Legion Post No. 317

co!ehrltiou was a special
memorial service held in Madison
County Courthouse featuring
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