g

s one passenger, a cripple
Jess an the car Mself, huddled
coraer of the rear seat, sal
Quits with a saarl. Though be
sore need of such rede comilorts
the town stood pregared to

bis demeancr toward it was
ons who suffers an iadigaity
than begs accommodation
And now, as the car crawled
before the Mouatain
s  one caravaasersi—and
Masguito itself, to the last flea-
bound, gatbered rownd to view
woader, Mr. Trine's ledignation
chagrin distilled words of
tmport.
Far from resenting this, Mesqul
ﬁlh:&.mnm
mired applanded, and rather
Sented the change that befell
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spect of motor oars. Mesquite itself
boasted two motorcycles whoss own
e weare pot indifferent 10 a chance

price of the machines, when new,
And thus ft was that, within tem
minutes from Roso's dlscovery of that
chanesffung warning in the dust, the
party was again fo rapid motlon.
His beasty ulwep disturbed by the
departure of the

bohind.

Bixty seconds Intar a Raonting -
whor of dust was all that ramal to
remind Meaqnita that romance had
passed that way-—that, und a serleg
of passionate screama emanaling
from the bedchamber of Seuneca
Trine, where Lhe cripple lay posses
sed by smven devila of Inscnsate rage

Hin screames bronght attendance;
but was a mattar of many precions
minutes before his demands could be
met and Marrophat and Jiramy ruused
from thetr crapulous slumbors in ad-
joluing chambers: and half wn hour
elapascd befors the chaufeur, roused
from bin own wellearncd rost, sve
cecded In convincing the pair that
pursuit with the molor car was out
of the question.

Bat the devil taken eare of his own?
within another hall hour what seemnd
to ba sheer. bull-headed, dumh luck
brotight a caswal awtomoblie 1o Mes
quite—a two-seated. high-powor
racing machine of the latest and
pattarn, driven by two lrre-

farers who proved only
too a to Marrophal's offer of
floudle the cost of the car—f o. b
Detroit—for its Immediate surrender

The two piled out promptly encugh:
Marrophat and Jimmy jemped In;
Trine from his bodroom window mped
them on their murdorous mission with
a biast of blasphemy.

It must have becn an hour later
whea Alan, checking his molorcycie
&8 it surmounted the summit of a
long upgrade, Inoked back and dis

I

. covered, several miles distant on the

windingn of the mountain
road, & small erimeon shape that ran

s mad thing firelessly pursmed
by a cloud of tawny dust Hks a gold-

ear, beyond all question,
and one of mmcommon road dovowring
guality; Rt might or might not com-
nd Jimmy, once more

|

ff
iiig
i
i
!

IO
i
!g' THH
s“ii g:e‘? g
-!-:‘5515-5
RiHRE
ili!l! o %E

l
;
i
.

s
:
i

i
!

i:
!

§i
4
'
!
¥

a4

83

g
¥4

__-E_
8
§
;
:
i
f

[
s
i
t
E

G
gk
£
EE“
4
i
14

é
£f
§
|

e
g!EE o
it
il i
!EQE!RESE & Eg
sREEREIFY oFE%)

i
E
!
Eia
il

they plunged as
the hillside, streck its shelving
face a good twenty feet from the

:
]

i

delay. The racing car was barely out
of sight when be sprang from the!
sheltering trees and, Judith at hiaj
heels, pulted headlong down the slope
:.!.I‘l spot where the others had van-

mainder of the drop and Iato the

triendly shelier of the underbrush.
Romething nearly miraculous saved

them whole. Beyond a few seratches

CHAPTER XLIX,
Sacrifice.
But Tom Barcws hada’t falled to
profit by the warning Implicit in Alea's
aceident.

H
!i :
§§.§

the embankment, & hopelens tangle of
shatiersd tubing and (wisted wire

At Arst binsh the eircumstanse
seomed surprisiag, that the bar &d
sot stop. Pet them Barens reminded
himsalf that Marrophat and Jimmy
conld not possidly have witnessed the
aAceident involving Alan and Rose, whe,
together with the wreck of (Bhelr ma
chine, romaised wellcloaked by the
anderbrush at (he botiom of the san
yon. In all probabllity, them, the as-’
samsing bad sssumed that Alm

borried on; and alnes their own

business was oconcerned exolustively

L1l

i
It

with them, they had dome Niewise,
reasoning that they could retara asd
doal with his unfortunate friend at
their comveniemce after overhasling
thelr quarry, whose Hfe (hey moet
rovetad. .
Aa for Rose and Alan—heaven alons
knew what had happened o them. o
Datous set bimeslf 10 find out what-
over Provideses knew withow! more
v

garden,” ha insigled—"so sweetly ro-
mantie. Are You game for aa idle
saunter, just to while the idle howurs
away ¥

The womaa found aptrit enough for
& wan amille as she tucked ber band
gratefully bepeath his arm.

“You'roe the cheerfulest soul I ever
met,” she sald demurely. “What I'm
gving to do without you whes—if ever
—we got out of this awful busineas,
goodness only knows ™

“Let's talk of something eise” he

suggested hastlly,

“Unless, of ecourse,” abe pursued
with unbrokem gravity, *I marry
you, d .

“Tleaven,” the young man prayed
fervantly, “forfead!™

“That 1s bardly gallant—"

“l mean—heaven forfemd that you
rthould throw yourse away!”

“Humfh!” she mused. “Purhaps
you're right”

Judith or sesm a boor, was emough
to etlond the countemance of Alan's

113
i
ol
L

?

il

i

i3t}

;Fi!

|
]
J

]
erif}

i
fglelin
iy

it

R
iis ':;;:;
HITHHS
532515'5-;
giilil;;l

= = =

be accorded her, and quickly. and |
that the sacrifice It should demnund
would be comiplete, -

Now prayers are somctlmes an-
Swered whem the boon craved s good
for the soul . . .

Blowly and palnfully these four
tolled along an obscure trall that fol
lowed the windings of the little river,
untll & branch struck Into the main
Stream and so @lscovered to them yeot
another trall leading into the west-
ward canyoa.

Then again slowly and paiofully
they ploddoed on following bliadly an-
other trull blazed by Fatcs as blind as

M;ou them, on the road they had
abandaned, the crimson racor doubled

, back to the polat where It had passed

Judith and Darcue; its cocupants de
scended, explored, and came present-
iy upon the trall of the fugitives.

Bloodhounds ecould not have pet
tled down upon a scent with more
good will and eagerness than Mr Mar
rophat and his faithful alde,

The sun was high and blazing above
the eanyon when the pursuit came
within rifle shol of the chase

A spitefol shot roused ihe gmar |

tet from a pauss of lethargic dismay
due to tardy appreciation of the fact
that they had penetrated witlesaly a)
most Lo the end of a blind alley.

A hasty oouncil of war armed Alan
with Judith’'s revolver and posted him
behind a bowlder commanding the ap-
proaches to lhe chasm., The weapoun,
& powerful .45, had = range sufMcient
to numb the tmpetucsity of the as-
sasains and keep them umder cover
and ocul of wight of the desperate es-
mays the fugitives wers making to
CODIPASE AN eSCape.

For ln (the ahed bebind an abandonel
log cabin—souvenir, no doubt, of somo
forgotten prospector—Darcus had un.
sarthed a length of stout hempen rope

With the ald of & rusty shovel he
had hacked this into two agual lengihs
One of these lengths he proceeded to
make fast around his own walst, then
around Rose's. The other he left to
be similarty employcd by Alan and
Judith. For ft was agreed that they
musi climb, and while the cliff offered
no problem to daunt & mountain chmb-
or of any pretenalocs, It was coanld-
ored best that the fugitives should be
bitched up in pairs sgalust any pos
sibility of a alip. The pairing had
bsan determined by the fact that
Rarcus boasted some slight exporience

‘| In mountalnearing, while Rose was

plaioly the most exhausted of the two
women, the least able to help hersalf
in An saergeccy.

with the girl In tow, to a point mid-
way up the face of the clif, following
» loag dlagonal that provided Lhe eas-
fest climbing, when Alan stole back
to Judith snod reported that om the
evidence of observation and belle!, he
was convinced that the pursuit had
turned back—perhaps for want of am-
muaition, perbaps to execule some
less hasardouws attempt upon the livos
of the fugitives. :

Without delay, then, he made the
free end of the rope fast arcumd his
own walst, and, following the way Bar-
eus had chosen, began the ascenl

Twothirds of the climb bad been
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Judith had somebow escaped being
precipitated over the eaves of the
shale roofl roused him and gave him
narve eoough to resume the climb.

It was troe, when he found cournge
to look and see (or himeelf; she lay
with'n thrce yards of the brink wu.
pine, her [uce uplifted to the sun, un-
stirring; she dared pot stir; a single

,'!g ae

o Bleive f- TN

His Screams Brought Attendance.

movement Was calculaled to set Lhe
shale bed again In motion.

Palulully he realized that If, as Dar
cus asscrted, she hud deliberately cat
the rope herself, Judith had offersd
up ber lifo to spares his own

CHAPTER L.
Retribution.

And yet the very consclousness of
the girl's danger was all the stimo-
lant that Alan needed to recall him to
himself,

Onee arrived with Barcns at the top
of the cliff, he lost po tUme In setling
sboul proparations to efflect her res
cue.

In this business Fortune smiled upon
him, as It were, by predisposition.

A broad roadway ran along the top
of the precipics, tumning off al &

wHtie distance to the right, to descend

the mountalnside. And just beyond

| this turning Providence had ehosen
He had worked his cautious way,

to localo the camp of a hydraullc min-
ing outnt.

Alan’s appearance at the top, Ia
fact, was colncident with the arrival
at that point of hall a dozen excited
miners; dnd he had mo more than
voiced his demands than three of their
n b wora hasi ing back to Lthe
camp W procure rope and more bands.

Within five mioutes Alan, sgalnst
the protests of Rose and Barcns, was
being lowered over the edge and down
to the shale roof on whick he land-
ed al a spot far Lo one side of Jodith,
lo escape all dangor of sending a sec-
ond landalide down upon her.

Picking bis way earsfully down to
the very brink, Alan edged along thia,
more than once saved a fall to death
anly by the rope, until he wstood im-
mediately below Judith.

Then pausing. bhe tastructed her
carefully, tossed the end of the rope
into her hands, and when she bad
wound it twice round her arm, crept
up to ber side and helped her make it
fast aboat her body. :

Ills signal to tho miners that all
was well educed prompt response
There was & giddy Interval in which
tho two swung perilously belween
heaven and earth. Then they stood
once more o safety,

themselves and begun to appreciate
what perils thsy had escaped,
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SOLDIERS' LIFE IN
FRANCE BRIGATENS

Diamal Rainy Days Have Given Way
To Weeks of Bunshine,

and Belgium
Lhroughout the winter, virtually has
disappeared along the British fromt.
Dismal rainy days have given way
Lo weeks of sunshine, which has dried
up the roads, trenches and lines of
communication making the soldiers’
life » paradise compared with former
conditions.

With Lhe coming of clearer weath-
or there also has been & marked in-
crease in the number of seroplane
reconnoisances on both sides. Half
a dozen asircraft maneuvered over
Ypres all Seturday afterncon. Most
of themn werey British sttempting to
bring down a German fler who was
trying to spot batteries at the rear
of the British linea.

The sky was unflecked except by
the cotton wool flakes of bursting
rhrapnel, as anti-alreraft Euns sought
the fliers. Although the dusls last-
od for hours , no machine on either
side was brought down.

Broadly speaking, there has been
no change in the British front sincs
Neuve Chapelle was taken, trench
warfare coutinuing along the whole
line with only » few casualties bere
and there daily.

::efhi;h-ad. The danger was
sized when the correspondent
thrusting the peiscope higher

At one point whers the tremches
are less than 200 yards apart the

mang lately are using less artillery
than the British, failing to reply even
to persistent shelling except where
from their many obsarvations they
sight movements in the British lines,

Hayne Graded Behool Commencement

The closing exareises of the Hayne
Graded School will convene on Pri-
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by all who hear Mr. Matthews,
in & very strong speaker, and » man
of  much renown.

The recitation to be represented
by ten or mere girls for which a gold
medal will be given. Alss two pan-
tomimes, and severs! plays.
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