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ers and battleships, carry sizable
crews, but naval experts are begin-
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utility of these larger vessels is
declining, partly due to the plane's
development, but due also to the
activities of submarines and of
lively little destroyers on the
ocean's surface. Of course even a
destroyer or a sub carries a more
considerable personnel than a
plane, but nothing to compare with
the number that battleships and
cruisers tote. Yet it's noticeable
that most of the current war's re-

ported sinkings of transports, plane
carriers and merchant shipping
have been attributed, not to the
bigger fighting boats, but to flyers,
pewee destroyers and subs. Indeed,
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some of the naval leviathans have
fallen victims to the mosquitoes
overhead and roundabout and to
the minnows underneath.

It likewise is observable that,
when are troublesome off
shore or along soma sea lane still
farther off, cruisers and battleships
aren't dispatched to dispose of 'em;
no, the job's assigned to midgets in
the destroyer class.'

They'll Be Tough
Naturally soldiers always have

been trained with a view to mak-
ing 'em physically tough but, dur-
ing the era of long-rang- e hostili-
ties, it wasn't considered necessary
to educate 'em for hand-to-han- d

encounters, because they very sel-
dom occurred.

The other day, though, Navy
Secretary Prank Knox announced
the initiation of a course of in-

struction, for his department's avi-
ators, which will include their
preparation for rough-and-tumb- le

scrapping wrestling, slugging,
gouging, even biting in an emer-
gency. These boys will need such
accomplishments, it's explained, as
they come down in parachutes, for
example, right in their enemies'
midsts.

Frank says he intends to gradu-
ate 30,000 of this type of com-
batants 'yearly.

Now, that just goes to show to
what an extent, as previously re-
marked, the art of Warfare is being
individualized.

Frank's bunch will be concen-
trated on until they'll be readv tn
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30,000 of 'em at a time. Thirty
thousands is a sizable staff of avi-
ators, but it isn't so huge a figure
contrasted with the 7,000,000 mere-
ly ordinary, troops,
mentioned by war Secretary Henry
L. Stimson as his goal.

Frank will have only 300,000 of
'em if he keeps it up for ten years,
and 800,000 isn't so vast an aggre-
gation alongside of 7,000,000, ex-
pressed - in purely arithmetical
terms.

But oh, what .personal wildcats
this crowd of Frank Knox's will be!
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