
TilE WA If NESVILLE MOUNTAINEER (One Day Nearer Victory), THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2lPage 2

IF IN DOUBT WHAT TO GIVE HIM FOR njMr
..." '

I

'.'.',!:..'.-''.-
HERE and THERE

By i

HILDA WAY GWYN

The Mountaineer
Published By

THE WAYNESVILLE PRINTING CO.

Main Street Phone 137
Waynesville, North Carolina

The County Seat of Haywood County

W. CURTIS RUSS....... .................Editor
Mrs. Hilda WAY GWYN Associate Editor
W. Curtis Russ and Marion T. Bridges, Publishers

PUBLISHED EVERY THURSDAY

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
One Year, In Haywood County...... ,..1.75
Six Months, In Haywood County.......... ......... 90c

One Year, Outside Haywood County...- - 2.50
She Months, Outside Haywood County 1.50

All Subscriptions Payable In Advance

Entered at the post office at Waynesville. N. C. M Second
Olaas Mail Hatter, aa provided under tbe Act of March I. 1878.
November 20.

Obltuarv notlcei, resolution of respect, cards of thanks, and
all aotices of entertainment for profit, will be charged for at
the rate of one cent per word.

We wonder if you have been having as much trouble
getting the Christmas spirit as we have . , practically
everyone we have talked to seems to lack the spark of

enthusiasm of other years. . . . At first it bothered us
considerably . . . but now as we come nearer the Day . . .

we realize that this Christmas cannot be judged by other
standards . . . if we had the spirit of other years, we would

be lacking in depth of feeling . . . for Christmas dawns this
year upon a world wrapped in conflict ... it is not the first
time in history of the world that Christmas has come in

an hour of darkness . . . even thpughit may be the first
time many individuals living today have faced a Christmas
with the world in such chaos. . . . Yet Christmas has sur-

vived world tragedies for two thousand years,

Christmas Night
It is not merely because men forget the

meaning of Christmas night that they ob-

scure it and overlay it with pomps and cere-

monies. It is because human hearts have
not opened to take in the greatness of it.

Of Mary, the' mother of Jesus, we know

little. We know that she must have had a
concept of God which transcended that of her
contemporaries and we know that she was
akin to her cousin Elizabeth, could confide

in her, and tell her something of her great
vision of the fatherhood of God, tell her
of the Saviour that was coming td bless and
save the world.

But of nearly all else iiv regard to Mary
we are ignorant. We see, for a moment,
flashed across the page of history, the gem-

like story ; we see the mother raising the
babe in her arms to show the wondering
shepherds; and then we see her fade into
silence and into obscurity, emerging only a
few times into the blazing radiance surround-

ing her son.
Yet it is this trembling picture that holds

our imaginations at Christmas-tim- e. How-

ever little men may understand of the hap-

penings on that Christmas night, they feel
that here is something greater than them-

selves. Their hearts begin to melt a littld
in compassion for suffering; they forgot,
even if only for a moment, their selfishness,

You mav have had the same experience . since our
NATIONAL D!TORIAL

adult years we have found that we usually get the Christnn w assqciai iun
mas spirit from some incident or an unexpected contact
. . . realizinar that this Christmas will have to be marked
by counting blessings we enjoy, which are now threatened

North Carolina i

'PESS ASSOCIATION . . rather than wishing for material things ... we were
looking for some spiritual sustenance ... and we found ours

from a sentence in a letter written by Kenneth' Palmer,
Waynesville boy, residing in Baltimore, who suffered a

Theterrible accident several months ago . . . Kenneth is now

able to walk on crutches after months in bed . . . he wrote

a friend here . . . "I do not mean to brag on myself, but I Voice Of The People
their persecution of others, their hardness; am really doing fine getting about on my crutches" . . . that

attitude of courage and humility touched us off with thethey get a glimpse of some holy world into
What is your first recollection ofwhich they have stumblingly strayed.

Christmas?
Christmas. I remember how al
the grandchildren and the familfe,
met at my grandparents for rw,

Miss Bessie Boyd Uetting up mast Day and how happy the ot

There in that dark stable, with the gentle
animals shifting quietly in their rude stalls
amongst the straw, the mother's vision of

Christmas spirit for 1942 . . . it is significant for us all
for spiritually we are all walking on crutches . . . the de-

pressing conditions today have crippled our thoughts and

outlook ... yet we must not be downed, but must learn
to make our way about ... and rise above the handicaps

that would defeat us.

cBsiuii was jor us all.early in the morning long before
day break on Christmas Day and

Hugh J. Sloan "The first re
collectinn T hnvo nf rt,.;.i

trying to find the chair on which
my stocking had been hung, is my.
first recollection of Christmas. You

- r ' llll 13UIISB is
Cettinsr nn arming fnnp ALL :2

see, there were ten children in the " r M -- vm. u VIUH HI

the morning to see what SantaBoyd famnly and the mantel could. uaiis nun orouKnt. '
n't hold all the stockings.

Mrs. T. G. Boyd "The sweetes JMrs. Robert Pearce "The first memories of my life are those ofr.-:- .. i i i. , . 1

God as the Father of man was translated
into terms computable by mankind.

What is our lesson today? It is that only
in gentleness and affection can we reach the
peace of that night? "On earth peace,"
sang the angels and on earth peace came,
as it comes today, to any who will receive
it The road to peace is not easy. Even
Mary, traveling the long rough road from
Nazareth to Bethlehem, could not have found
it easy ; but her vision sustained her. We
can see the light of that journey and follow
it.

wmsmias in my cniianooa. Mewl
remembrance that I recall is how
pretty the tree looked an all the
excitement and gifts we had at
Christmas."

were five girls in our family am
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The Christmas Story
Luke 2:8-1- 6

And there were in the same country shep-

herds abiding in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night.

And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon
them, and the glory of the Lord shone round
about them, and they were sore afraid.

And the angel said unto them. Fear not:
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great
joy, which shall be to air people.

For unto you is born this day, in the city
of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

And this shall be a sign unto you: Ye
shall find the Babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger.

And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God
and saying.

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men.

And it came to pass, as the angels were
gone away from them into heaven, the shep-

herds said one to another, Let us now go
even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing
which is come to pass which the Lord hath
made known unto us.

And they came with haste, and found
Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a
manger.

I can still see the (five dolls, all

differently dressed that would
greet us Christmas morning around

our tree."

Mrs. E. T. Duckett "The com

ing of Santa Claus and the wonder!

J. C. Brown "I don't remember
how old I was, but they had taken
me into the capital of Florida, and
I asked what was in the dome of the
building at Tallahassee. It was
Christmas week and they told me
that Santa Claus lived up there,
and I remember how I begged the
family to take to see Santa Claus."

of receiving a china headed doll.

I also recall what a treat .the' 'orJ

If we feel tempted to have a spirit of cynicism this
year let us remind ourselves that the beginning of Christ-

mas, the birthday of the Great Saviour, came upon a world
that was dark and unhappy . . . and yet for two thousand
years Christmas has survived . it is only natural that
we Americans are confused and bewildered over Christmas
1942. . . . Last year we were stunned over Pearl Harbor . . .

but this year we face the reality . . , the staple things to
which we have been accustomed are in danger . . . we
come once again to a familiar celebration . . . one with which
we have associated only the brighter and happied things
of life ... its message offers inspiration for courage and
strength. . . . For the Star of Bethlehem still shines .

even though the Heavens are filled with aircraft of every
kind and description that is bringing destruction. ... The
Angel's Chorus is still sounding even though we may not
hear it as easily as we once did . . . for now it must come
above the roar of the guns and explosives ... the spirit
of Christmas is still with us . . . with its divine assurance
to a suffering world, that the love of God knows no limit
. ... .,' and that the power of the Christmas Babe is still the
world's greatest hope . . . if we only take time to think it
through.

anges and the bananas were, foi

out in the Country forty years ago

we did not have such fruit excepts
. r(t ion spsjciai

L. N. Davis--"W- e used to gets

'It. E. Caldwell "The first thing
I remember was a Christmas tree
and party at the home of my fath-
er over in the Cataloochee section.
I recall the decorations of home
grown fruits and nuts and home

a stick of red candy and possibly!

Not For This Year
We notice with gratification that the

tow and county officials are prohibiting the
shocking of firecrackers in Waynesville and
Haywood County this Christmas.

The principal element in firecrackers is
explosives. It would be unwise and un-

patriotic to waste explosives in fireworks
this year. They constitute one of the essen-
tial materials of modern warfare and this
country is needing all the explosives available.

an orange, and maybe a pair ofl

metal toed shoes. But I think wel

appreciated Christmas more than

the children do today with a worka
made candies, and how hard I
tried to stay awake to see Santa
Claus. I also remember the fire-
crackers and the sparklers."

of toys."

W. I,: Hardin"Mv first recol

lection of Christmas is Santa Claus

and my stocking hanging by the!"istmas Greetings cnimnev. T remember two pacm

of five cent fire crackers and a

Mrs. S. H. Bushnell "The first
recollections I have of Christmas
are the Christmas trees at the
home of my grandparents. I can
still see the trees strung with pop
corn and cranberries. In those
days an orange was an orange,
and the fruit was associated with

It is natural as Christmas comes this year for our nair nf hnnts with conDer toes. We

did not. have as much as the chil- -jthoughts to dwell on the happiness of seasons of peace and
dren do today for 'Christmas, but

(Continued On Page Three) - i i l. : i . it"we got a.uig iMvK uut ui iv.
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atmas has come again and we wish

tv extend greetings to the community, to
the county and to our readers wherever they
happen to be at this season.

The Mountaineer has been traveling to
far places during the past year. It has
followed our Haywood County boys to points
of conflict on land and sea. We hope that
it has meant something to them to get this
message from back home. We have felt it
a privilege to be able to give them the news
of their community.

To our advertisers we extend greetings
and appreciation of their patronage during
the past year. We have appreciated the
friendly relations enjoyed with you and the
mutual confidence that has marked Our rel-

ations. We wish you a happy Christmas.
To everyone who has contributed to the

support of the public, our readers, those
who aid us in covering the news and in every
other way we wish for you a happy Yule-tid- e

season and continued prosperity during
the coming year.
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Need Of Faith
If ever there was a need for faith, now

is the time. Much of the world is torn
by war. Men in whose hearts there is evil
have gained power. Those who toil, in
fields and factories; women in the home;
little children visited in their innocence
with disaster none have escaped suffering
in those lands where greed has swept over
all the land. Perhaps the time has come
for the testing of spiritual values. Perhaps
only those who truly believe, and are will-

ing to fight for their faith in the good, the
generous, the kindly way of life will ulti-
mately survive. Let Christmas then, be the
symbol for renewed faith. Christmas, that
most Holy Day, when a little Child was
born, touched with God's own hand in bless-
ing, that He might grow to manhood a
Man among men, a Leader in the way of
life that is righteous, and gives to every
man his just share of this world's goods.

Remembering His word, we can feel cer-

tain that the evil will perish, drowned in
that every misery they have brought down
upon their fellow men. The evil shall be
swept from the earth, and the good shall
arise from their suffering, to see the dawn
of a happier day. He was once a tiny child,

. like the millions of little children still secure
in our own1 country today. In His name,
let us make this Christmas our time to pledge
ourselves to the continued safety of our
boys and girls for they are the men and1

women of the future ; who will carry on
the spirit of American democracy, which
gives to all people the right to live the good
life, the free life without the formenting
of "right" and ''wrong!' conceived by dic-

tators who allow no faith among their peo-

ple but demand blind following.

He was a just leader, men and women in
all walks of life followed Him because He

preached man's inherent right to a happy
life. On this day Christmas the anniver-

sary of His birth, let us reavow our faith
in His word.

With faith in the symbols of a Free America and

with confidence in the success of our Armed

Forces, we wish you a joyful Christmas with

happiness and prosperity in the New Year.

The Staff Of

The MOTJiAlNEER

Forty Years Of Service
As one old timer to another, The Moun-taine- er

with its fifty-eig- ht years of Services,
wishes to congratulate the First National
Bank on its fortieth anniversary, and wish
for the institution continued success.

Dealing with the other fellow's money is
a sacred trust. For forty years that trust
has been kept and never once has the con-

fidence of the community been shadowed
with doubts of the security of their hard
earned savings that have been placed in the
First National. -

The record of the First National is an
example of conservative business that should
inspire the people of this community and of
the county to greater trust in baking insti-
tutions.

The policy of the bank to keep at all times
a substantial reserve is a habit that both
the individual and the business firm would
do well to emulate. We are fortunate in bel-in- g

served by a bank of such high standards.
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