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The Ground of Universal Joy

HIGHLIGHTS ON THE SUNDAY

SCHOOL LESSON

By NEWMAN CAMPBELL

(The International Uniform
Lesson on the above topic for De-
cember 24 is Luke 8.-12, He.
brews 1:1-4; I John 1:1-4. the
Golden Text being Luke 2:-10
“Behold, I bring you good tidings
of great joy which shall be to all
the people.”)

THIS IS the time of year when
our S-nday School lesson includes
that ly story of the shepherds
wal. g their flocks in the dark
of night, when the angel came to
tell them of the birth of Christ
We know it by heart, and yet love
to read as it is written

“And there were in the same
country shepherds abiding In the
fleld, keeping watch over their
flock by night

“And, lo, the angel of the Lord
came upon them, and the glory
of the Lord shone round about
them: and they were sore afraul

“And the angel said unto them,
Fear not: for, behold I bring you
good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people.

“For unto you s born this day
in the City of David a Saviour,
which Is Christ the Lord."

Can you Imagine how the world
would be without this Saviour,
Jesus? Every year we celebrate
His birthday, and no matter what
terrible things are golng on in the
world—wars, rumors of wars—
grief and heartbreak—we are of-
fered, with His birth, the hope of
peace and told to “fear not.”

Tidings of Great Joy

“Fear not, for I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall
be to all people.” Wouldn't it be
wonderful If we could rest in the
bellef that Jesus will take care of
us; that there Is nothing in the
world we need fear? Do you re-
member the lesson In which Jesus
walked on the water to the boat
in which his apostles were fright-
ened because the water was very
rough. When He reached them He
sald: “'Tis I. Be not afraid”
When this writer was a child we
sang a hymn {n church in which
this saying was the refrain after
each verse, It was always a favor-
ite,

Our rellgion—our belief in God
and Jesus should bring us joy. No
longer is it thought that to be a

| Christi

ian is to go around with a
: We should be happy.
Nopeful. even when trouble comes:

We 5

1 te joyous, especially at
Lis seqson of the year. Jesus
came Lo bring every one joy-— good
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for a living, and they would re-
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Ceive the message without gues-
Lion. So-called wize men, priests
and others edusated in the law

and priestly teachings, would not
have believed and gone hopefully
Lo the manger to find the Baby

Only & very few, like these sim-
ple shepherds and the three wise
men, believed and went to adore
the Babe

Announces Jesus' Coming

The same angel, probably, had
announced some months previous-
ly, to Mary. that she would bcar
such a wondrous Child and that
His name should be called “Jesus,
for He shall save His peopie from
their ains.”

We do not know from what
place Paul wrote the epistie to the
Hebrews. In It he reminds them
that God at sundry times has
spoken to the fathers of the He-
brews—to Moses, to the various
prophets, etc, But He hath, “in
these last days spoken to us by
His Son, whom He hath appointed
heir of all things, by whom also
He made the worlds."

Jesus came to earth. Paul never
knew Him in His earthly gulse,
but John did, John the beloved
disciple, who Is said to have out-
lived all the others and to have
been close to 100 years of age
when he died

In his first epistle he speaks of
seeing Jesus with hls own eyes,
of touching Him. It recalls the
last supper, when John “leaned on
the Master's bosom.”

These are the highlights of this
lesson: our nearness to Jesus; the
casting away of our fears, and the
hope of the coming of peace on
earth, good will to men.
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Methodists _Plan (

‘rusade Meets

In Ten Districts Of (‘unl'g_en_ce_

The Conference Council of the

| Crugade fpr Christ has comploted

plans for conference-wide mass
meetings throughout Western
North Carolina Conference of the

Methodist Church, according to
Rev., Walter B, West,
dent of the Waynesville District
The two teams of spenkers will
visit the ten distriets of the con-

superinten

ference  between  January  8-13%
Team Number One is composed of
Bishop Schuyler E. Garth, Miss

Ruth Imwrence, Mrs. F. L. MeKee,
and Mrs, Edwin Jones. Team
I Number Two consists of Bishop
Clare Pureell, Dr. Y. C. Yang, Dr.
Walter (. Gum, and Mrs. E. L.
Rice,

% % ) 2 0 i
' ﬁ:’mm pastor is urged to send the

The mass meting of the Wayne
ville Distriet will be held av Cullo
whee on January 8. The fivst ses-
<jon wil]l convene at the Mothodist
Chureh at 3:00 o'vlock. D, Wal-

ter Gum, =upermtendent of th
Norfolk District of the Virgio
Conference, and Mrs, E. L. Riee
farmerly a missionary to China,
the wife of the resident surgeon at

Hueh Chidtham Memorial Hospnta

y : 1
at Elkin., will be the speakers
The evening service will begmn
i Haegr
with a banquet at the college at

7:30 with Bishop Clare I'u
the speakar. This will be a 1.y
man’s banquet similar to that held
at Cullowhe last February when
more than 300 laymen were pres-

ent. )
Prof. Guy L. Houck, district lay
leader, and associate lay leaders,

Dean W. S. Bird and Prof. Homet

Henry, are making claborate Pians

for this meeting. They are expect-
ing 400 laymen to attend. FEach
number

of lavmen who will be present
from his charge to Dean Bird by
January 1.

It is regretted that the college
dining room facilities will not per-
mit the attendance of the women
at the banquet, However, the wo
men are requested to bring sand-
wiches nnd coffee snd tea will be
provided and lunchean will be serv.
ed at the church, after which the
ladies will join the men in the col-
lege auditorium to hear the cluos.
ing address by Bigshop Purcell.

A yvoung man was hitterly com
;-5.-uuirn: of women who did men's
In the midst of his tirade,
two women on the outskirts of the
crowd greoeted each other with a
]'l"r"il'l-.; ng |-‘-

Orator—There!
canse of a-woman d IJ‘I‘.]: a
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Winifred Rodgers To
Have Leading Role
In Play At Berea

. Miss Winifred Rodgers, Berea
College senior, daughter of Mr.|
|:m'i Mrs. Gilbert Reeves, Waynes-
ville, will play a leading role in
the Berea Players' major ;_1rnduc-|

“The Importance of Being
Earnest,” scheduled for February ‘
| Miss Rodgers, an active member
| of the Berea dramatic society, has
|:}-,-.- role of Gwendolyn Fairfax in
this comedy of upper class English |
[life of the 19th century. |
! . e |
l Pinkney Turbyfill arrived Mon-
duy from Elmer, N. J.,, where hrl
i« working for the Deerfield l‘urk-|
g Corporation. He will spend & . ]
couple lf weeks here with rlns sis.| Christinas trees are again
ter. Mrs, Roy Martin. Mr Turby-| gleaming in the windows!
ill was formerly employed by the | 4 % &% * % * * &

Wipneaville M:m:“:m“'r' Just about time for us to be
thinking of how much we are

indebted to you.
And just about time for us
to call upon two little words
that carry more cheer and good
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Most cherished among the gifts bestowed by the
passing year is the memory of the pleasant relations
with those whom we have been privileged to serve,
and it is with all sincerity that we wish you all the
joys of the Holiday Season.
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May it bring you good cheer, peace and every
Pvt. and Mre. Lawrence Jones, happiness to abide in your heart.
of Fort Myers, Fla.,, have arrived
‘ spend several days with the lat-
ter's parents, Mr. and Mrs. T. L.
iillui-n-k und other relatives.

We represent a group of splendid fire and casu-
alty companies,

. & W
Miss Wilma Hallyburton spent| will than all the big words that |
the week-end in Morganton with | have ever been coined—

Merry Christmas
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MERRY CHRISTMAS

ness to pay any price in personal sacrifice
that “Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward
Men” shall become enshrined again in
the hearts of all peoples as their rightful
destiny. In this spirit we send you Christ-
mag Gretings and Best Wishes for the
New Year.

Spirit of America—A determination that

167 36" 36" 107 16" 1" 3" ¥ 3o

Freedom shall not perish from the Earth
—a consecration of all that we have and
are, to the cause of Human Liberty—a
pledge to our country, vur neighbors and
ourselves that, with great hope, high
courage and an abiding faith in God and
right, we shall hold steadfast. A willing-
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