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There is something in the very season of
the year that gives charm to the festivity
of Christmas. --Washington irving

There is wonder and mystery in the great blue sky at
night. When an unclouded moon spreads her radiant
light, like a golden crown, over the open sky myriad
stars stud the heavens like jewels. Some are tiny stars
that peek out of the azure bowl, quivering with uncer-
tainty,, while others are big and bright like shimmer-
ing bubbles blown aloft. This numberless family of
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Whether Christmas be
white or green, we hope it will

be full of charm for you and
yours, with an abundance of

all the good things that are
part of happy Yuletide . . .
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sparkling messengers speak no words to us, but their twin-
kling eyes send forth many meanings. The lone traveller, lost
in the wilderness, raises his eyes in appeal for direction: on
far off seas the sailor steers his boat by the heavenly com-

pass: and on earth man fervently looks up, to where the
planets move, and feels the peace and comfort of God.

Many years ago in the eastern countries of Persia, Chaldea,
Ethiopia and India, men of great wisdom studied the stars.
They were called Magi and were skilled in divining and inter-

preting hidden truths. Books of prophecy, written on linen
scrolls, had been handed down to them from their fathers
and grandfathers, who were prophets of old. They believed
that a star would foretell the birth of a Saviour King and
Ruler, for had not Balaam, son of Beor and a prophet of

Chaldea, written, "There shall come a star out of Jacob and
a sceptre shall arise out of Israel! "

The Magi were very rich by birth, rank and fortune.
They were leagued heart and hand in searching the stars for
the truths of the world and would often go to the rooftops at
night to meditate under the quiet reign of moonlight. The
houses where these men lived were white and had flat roofs.

THAT clatter out on the porch
Santa Claus ... or maybe

it's only Uncle Joe in his annual role
of St. Nicholas.

Yes, thera IS a Santa Claus, and
there will always BE a Santa Claus in
the good old U.S.A.

We wish for you and your family
this season of 1914-4- 5 a typical
American Christmas.

They were surrounded by gorgeous gardens abounding ini
rare fruits and Mowers. .Perfume or ripened grapes ana
fragrant spices scented the night air and almond trees rustled
against white walls, purple in shadow. Cypress groves, dark
and tall, gleamed in silvery lustre of clear skies. &

One night three men were upon a rooftop. Caspar was
the oldest, Melchior was middle-age- d and Balthazar
was a younger man. They wore robes of purest white,
covering tunics of many colored silks, and after offer-
ing their usual evening prayers to God had settled
down on low couches to meditate, pensive and disposed
for contemplation. The night was drowsily quiet,Roy's and Ladye
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broken only by an occasional stir of a wild peacock on a
neighboring roof, or the dull sound of stealthy camel hoofs
in the distance. The few words spoken by the men were of
simple brevity, but their eyes moved from time to time
across the vast sapphire sky. Then they dozed. Down
dropped the curtain of silent night upon a sleeping world.

Suddenly something made them spring to their feet. A
herald breeze on their cheeks had awakened them and they
raised their eyes to the heavens in wonder and surprise. A
star! A tiny new star of intense illumination was slowly
rising on the horizon's verge, in the night-blu- e western sky!
Its great light was like a voice from the Almighty. Caspar,
Melchior and Balthazar, overwhelmed with awe, lifted their
arms in holy reverence to God's messenger, the celestial
jewel in the sky. Deep silence and veneration gripped them.

In another moment their hearts burst forth with cries of
joyous excitement. "A King is born! It is Balaam's vision
fulfilled! Let us hasten and follow the star."

Caspar, master of the house, roused the sleeping servants.
The favorite camels were quickly loaded with provisions for
the journey. Warm cloaks, of purest white wool, were
brought forth for the Wise Men who came from the upper
chambers carrying strange boxes of great worth. In their
girdles they had placed pearls and rubies of priceless value
and they carried treasures of precious gold in jeweled
caskets. All was now in readiness. The camels, unconscious
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0 nab,of weight or effort, moved quickly through the dark
hedges, the soft tinkle of their ornaments and a faint
twittering of half awakened birds mingled for a'

moment in the cool wind: then all was quiet.
So, from the east unto the west, the Wise Men

journeyed: three pilgrims following the little star that
eleamed like a cut gem, brilliant and burning. It
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seemed to always go before them, leading the way. Suddenly
it stormed and gloriously beamed down upon the little villageSf BUDGET TERMS

of Bethlehem. ftf
There the Wise Men of the East found the Christ Child,

the promised Prince, with Mary His Mother. They paid
homage to her new born child, spreading their treasures of S
rare gifts at his feet: gold, frankincense and myrrh. The?
thoughts of their hearts were expressed in the symbolic k
gifts. Gold the fittest gift for a King, costly and brilliant. jgj

WHEREVER it may shine over a War Weary

World, The Star of Bethlehem is still the
Emblem of Peace and Good Will upon which the
world's peoples place their faith of better, hap-

pier times ahead. It is with this same faith in
the future that we extend to you our Season's
Greetings, and Best Wishes for the New Year.

Words can never replace deed nor can
descriptions or persuasion ever replace that
which is absent from the ring you choose.
We concentrate on quality ... the fullest

measure of it in the diamond rings we offer
you and we guarantee satisfaction. Come
and select with full confidence in getting

dollar for dollar value.

Incense for a God, the savour ot wnien roils up to neaven.
Mvrrh for a man, the symbol of purity.

The Wise Men bowed their heads in the presence of th
young child Jesus and with fervent prayers upon their lips,
worshipped the New Born King.

Thus, came the first Christmas.
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Have you seen our
new styles of Birth

Announcements?

Come In and See Them
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