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The Outstanding Hero |

Western North Carolina sent thousands
of brave men into the armed forces of 1he|
nation. They fought on every front and mI
virtually every battle af this war. They were |
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"stand at 110 Haywood men who have made
the supreme sacrifice.

We ulso wish to mauke another correction,
the total list of casualties was placed at 478
and thig too is incorrect, for the total list of
thosékiled in action, missing, wounded and
held as prisoners of war is 3%81. We o not
wish either to get credit for mbre casualties
than we have had, nor do we wish one man
to get left out of the honor roll of casualties.
We merely wish the record kept straight.

We have taken pains to keep these records
on file with dates and information about
these heroes of Haywood county for we have
felt that we were handling valuable historical
data that would prove of increasing value

as the vears pass.

Volunteers

We were interested last week in learning
of Sgt. Walter Brown's ideas on the subject
of volunteers in the armed forces. After
his 28 years of training men we have con-
fidence in the sergeant’s knowledge of such
matters. It stands to reason that if a man
volunteers he is deeply interested in be-
coming a soldier or sailor, henre he would
naturally bring more enthusiasm to his work
and greater application to the mastery of
the training and discipline.

If men are needed to occupy Germapy and
Japan it would appear that these men who
are anxious to serve would make hetter sol-
diers. On the other hand it would not inter-
fere with the proposed military training of
our youth, who might be frained here at
home without being sent on .occupational
duties outside of the States.

To make soldiers free and equal again by
putting all peacetime services on a volun-
tary basis for regular service should not
conflict with a year of compulsory training
for our youth.
. o4 SR
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Switzerland, obviously out of the question
except for a very small percentage of Amer-
icans,

This will be better than Switzerland, for
there one had to do his mountain climbing
with a rope and an ice axe. In the Great
Smokies-he will do most of it with an auto-
mobile. It has always been contended by
patriots that the Blue Ridge had more to

offer than the mountains in other continents.
Once the road is clear, hundreds of thousands |
of tourists will find that for themselves.—
The Charlotte Observer.

Confusing

It looks like we are being asked by friend
and foe for help. We are speaking of our
national situation. On one side is England,
made poor by the war she fought before
and with us, and she is needing large sup-
plies, foods and materials,

On the other is Japan who has ruined her
internal economic system to fight against
us, and she wants American credit to build
back,

Can we help both? Do we have enough
supplies for both, since we too have been
strained to keep the war going.

We cannot afford to let the Japs starve.
The war was fought for freedom of the
peoples of the world. It would not be hu-
mane even if they do not deserve it. We
must help them get in a position to at least
operate their government and live. It might
bring us mere trouble in the long run if
we failed to give them aid. We don’t want
to have a permanent job of occupation.

On the other hand there is England, our
friend, who has suffered long and she needs
everything we can spare. It Jooks like she
should be served at the first table and if
there are any left overs they may go to
Japan. '

Sl i

Maybe we are prejudiced,
Mavbe we are too close to the
jiclure o get a proper per-
spective, but it seems to us
that the greater the resources
and means of distribution of
spol news — the radio — and
what not—the more secure and
more definite is the place of
the weekly newspaper. More
and more are ils services dis-
tinet and personal

In the first place we read re-
cently tMat half of the population
of the United States is living in
towns under 10000—that would
give around 60.000,000 readers for
the country newspapers.

Now we admit that the radio
can lell these 60,000,000 all
the big events happening in
the world—before the R. F. D.
delivers the daily paper—and
we also admit that the daily -
paper can reach these 60.000.-
000 before the weekly paper
can—But the radio and the
daily does not bring the same
personal and individual news
that the country newspaper
can. Few af us are famous
enough to make headlines in a
dailv—or news over a radio—
vet we may make the front
page of our own paper without
even trying. The fact that a
farmer on Jonathan Creek
bought some purebred Here-
fords to add to his fine herd is
news to us here in Haywood.
It is front page copy. The fact
that a local merchant has gone
to New York or S& Louis to
buy fall merchandise is of in-
terest lo ps These stems waould
never make the daily along
with such items as the fact
that a socialite from New York
had gone to Reno to get a di-
vorce from her fourth husband
—or that another Hollywgod
star had adopted a baby. We
really are nol concerned about
how many husbands the lady
from the upper crust is going
to have—or the adopted bables
in Hollywood—They are .
far away from our daily

-
r .

people it serves,

Another thing we have noticed
with interest during the 11 vears
we have been on The Mountaineer
—is its widening of coverage, The
Mountaineer does not serve onl
the town in which it is published
It Is a Haywood county paper anid
as the miles have lessened helween
the towns and the countrv Dy
means of good roads and common
interests of the people s0 has ihe
service of the paper spread until
it is no longer a Wayvnesville paper
—but covers a county. ‘This has
happened to weekly papers all over
the country.

Aside from the personal ele-
ment, take the counlv and
town elections that are covered
in a weekly newspaper. They
really affect us more than the
election of a U. S Senator.
These local men shape the pol-
icies of our local government.
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