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ILLUSTRATED SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

‘ Jesus Interviewed by Nicodemus
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Some of John's disciples questioned him
about Jesus and His baptism of many.
John answered that he had never said
he was the Christ, but that he was sent
biefore Him.
MEMORY VhKSi.wl‘,:mlm 135:3.
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Jut 19 John 3, the Memory
Verse bwing Psalm 1263, “Praise
ye Jehovah, for Jehovah is good.”

15

“"THERE WAS a man of Lhe
Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a
riler of the Jews, The same came
Lo Jesus by night, and said unto
Hiim, Rabbi, we know that Thou
art & Leacher come fram God: for
no man can do these mirncles
that Thou doest, except Gol be
with Him.”

This man Nicodemus, who be-
longed to the powerful Sanhedrin,
ruling body of the Jews, came lo
Jesus at night because he knew
of the Master and the miracles
He ]u-r'fnrnw-i_ and had come lo
belicve that He had come direct
l om Gl He eame at night, why

o rmt know. Possibly be-
o * he thought he could Have a
qu '.'.'|I.-"Ir!.'"-l talk with Jesus,
fnid alzo quite as possibly because
he didd not want his friends and
associates lo know that he sought
this interview hecause he was not
sAati=fied with the views he had
hern taught and had heretofore
believed, but soupght more apir-
1tual guidance

He addressed Jesus as
o term of respect,
Or master, 1t shows what an im-
lon this Man of Galilee had
upoen him
Must Be Born Again

“Jesus answered and said unto
him, Verily, verily, 1 say unto
Lthee, Except one be born again,
he cannot the kingdom of
Ganl,”

Nicodemus was astonished at
this language. How could a grown
man be born again? Could he en-
ter his mother's womb and be
born again as if he was an |n-
fanL?

Jesus explained that it was a
spiritual hirth. If he accepted the
faith that Jesus taught he surely
would have a re-hirth, be a new

1an, not in his boady. but in his
mind, his spirit, his whole outlook
on this life and the Iif* to come

“That which Is born of the flesh
l& flesh,” Jesus told him, “and
that which is born of the spirit is
spirit.

“Marvel not that T sald unto
Ye must be born again

“The wind bloweth where it
listeth, and thou hearest the
sound thereof, but canst not tall
whenee it cometh, and whither it
goeth, =0 18 every one that is
born of the spirit.”

"Rabbi,"”

meaning great

Lk

(hee,

When Nicodemus anawered,
“"How can these things be?”
Jesus' answer was, “Art thou a
maslter of Israel, and knowest not
these things? Verily, verily, I say
unto thee, We speak that we do
knew, and testify Lhat we have
seen; and ye reccive not our wit-
ness,

“If I have told you earthly
things, and ye believe not, how
shall ye believe, if | tell you of
heavenly things?

Jesus then referred Nicodemus
to the Old Testament story of
Moseg lifting up the serpent in
the wildernesa, that those bitten
by serpents should be healed
“Fiven g0 must the Son of man
be lifted up.”

“For God so loved the world,
that He gave Hls only begotten
San, that whosoever believeth in
Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.

“For God sent not His Son into
the world to condemn the world;
but that the world through Him
might he saved.”

Jesus Goes to Judea

After these Lhinga Jesus and
His disciples went to Judea and
tarried there, and Jesus baptized
many., We are not told if Nico-
demus  believed and accepted
Jesus' gospel,
about him.

Near Judea John the Baptist
also was baptizing, for John was
not yet cast into prison. Now
some of John's disciples came to
him and told him that “he that

whom thou bearest witness, be-
hold, the same baptizeth, and all
men come to Him."

This was the crucial test for
John. His disciples evidently were
jealous that this man Jesus was
baptizing more men than John.
John answered them, A man can
receive nothing, except it be given
him from heaven. Ye yourselves
bear me witness, that I sald, I
am notl the Christ, but that I am
sent before Him.”

Further John sald, “He that
cameth from above is above all:
he that is of the earth is earthly,
and speaketh of the earth: he
Lthat cometh from heaven Is above
all.”

“The Father luveth the Son,
hand. He that believeth on the Son
hath everlasting life; and he that
believeth not on the Son shall not
soe life "

Thus did John show what man-
ner of man he was, and testified

to hi= faith in the Maater,
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Lord hearkened and heard it .
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