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This drawing by

Douglas Grant

local artist, shows the Cherokees ambush a Shawano war variy al

Soco Gap, This is one of many Hostrations by Grant in the new publication just completed by H
C. Wilburn, local dutbority on thye lite of the Chearokees
Big Road’ aneient Indian trail, then taken it the pame they ambuoshed he

The location of this tract of land

thought 1o be g the moulh of
Lost Cove Branch. one and three
fourths miiles down [rom Soco Gap
I would three  small
streams, as well as nearly a mile of
Soco Creek, and would also {ulfll
the specifications, “Good timber,
excellent good waler, and summer
range.” Part of i1 would lie on both
siddes of the ereck and on beth
sides of the “Greal Road”. The
Great Road referred to being the

inelude

over by owhite people, that passed just below the gon, on tie Haywoud

Uils way'. side, a lavge parcty  of anvading
The correet designation for what Shawinoes and Killed all but o
is now known as Soco Gap s, A- Whose ears they  cut off after

i Ah-hah-law-naht, mean- Which aceording e cotmmon
mg, ambushed; or  U-ni-ha-lu-na, tom, they i 1
meaning whoere they wateched, The the news (o his peanl
trail from the Pigeon River area panving dlustration fs o resenicl-
crosges at this gap, and in the old ment of the ambuosh siovineg of th
limes the Cherokees werp decus- Invading Shawann parly Thi
tomed to keep a lookout here for mountmn peak i the hackiground
the approach of enemies from the s Shechaeht Koob, wineh s the

| North, On the vecasign which gave treminus  of  a ridige projecting
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frem the Cataloochee Divide.

It is also to be noted that, accord-
ing te tradition
while, and recorded many years
ave, the Cherokees were called in
council at A-ha-lu-np) Gap
to meet the great Tecumseh when
South, in the vear 1812
in «fforts to recruit all Southern
tribes he could to helo répel white
encroachments on  Indian  lands
north of the Qhio River, It was
after the

of the “Great
as the Cherokees
called Tecuwmseh, and a number of
them bad given the war-whoop
slgnifving their willingness to go
o war, Junaluska, the great peace
chief, calmly and wisely advised
his people against going to war
agalnst the white people

Soco

W calme

cloguent appeals
Shooting Star”

Soce Gao s one of the four not-
Baps in the
greal Balsam range as 1l winds its
thirtyv-six miles from Tricorner
KRiob of the Great Smokies to
lennessee Bald st the junction of
the Pisgah Ridge. The other three
Rulsam Gap, Black Camp Gap
and Pin ©ak Gav All four of these
aps haves galewavs

able depressions or

sorvedd s
across the Balsam Range ot dilfer-
ent peortods of settlement and econ
omie development, Before the com.
mg of the white man Soco Gap
seemed 1o be, by far, the most lime-
portant passage wiy lor aboriginal

1ravel
About the vear 1TO0, when the
Long Huntevs. the mineral pros

and other adventures, be
gan o break through the passes of
the Blue Ridge
the  intra-mountain reglon, now
Known ax Western North Carolina,
the Uherokees in the French Broad

peclors

and Piteon River  valleys, took
fhght, and also ook refuge behind
the  wrent  Balsam rvange. 10 i

thought that this explains why, in
time, no Indians
reported o have heen Hving
Numerous ITndian
mounds, village sites, burial places

povorded histovic
iy

1 these areas

and the countryside strewn with
arrowheads,  polleyy, and  other
evidenees, allest o comparatively

dense population  in the recent
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both Indian and |

and o uvnrlr.'llvl

| past, This apples especially to the |

Pigeon River valley.

In view of this situation it is not
strange that the Cherokees en-
sconced. as they were behind the
great Balsam range, should main-

tain a “lookout,” or a “wateh” at
A-ha-lu-na, the main portal to
their security from both the whiles
and their hereditary enemies, the
Iroquols of New York, the Shaw-
anos of the Ohio valley, and
Catawbas of the Pledmont region
of North Caroling and South Caro-
lina,

A large beech tree with the date,
1706, rudely carved in its bark,
once stood beside the ancieng In-
dian trall three-fourths of a mile
east of Davis Gap, now sometimes
erroneously called Pigeon Gap, and
two and one-hall miles southeast
of Waynesville, It was observed
there by a “voung private” in Gen-
eral  Rutherford's army as he
marched with his twenty four hun-
dred soldiers against the Cherokee
Indlans in September Many
vears later Judge Samuel Lowrey
who was the “young private” in
Rutherford's army, held court in

-
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LAFF-A-DAY

At me-1
brought home the big one™

*Don’t  look only

dicated abowe
This marked ee is evidenee of

the visitation of hunters or ad-
venturers in the Pigeon valley af
thnt surprisingly carviy time, Such
visitations were  dnimical w o In-
dian peace and tranguility,  and
lends support  to the  stalement

Church To Open |
Revival Sunday

The Barberville Baptist Clagiel
will begin a series of Revival
viees Sunday Morning during
Warshlp Service

Jarvis Brock, recently calle
the full time Pastor of the Ch
will conduct these meetings,
services will begin with a golipel
song serviee each evening at )
and preaching services will stasf at
8. The pAstor feels that the tn® is
ripe for a Revival in the Chufe!
There will be a bus that will slke
an organized circuit to pick®ap
those that are interested in a il
ing these meetings. An invitation s
extended to all the other ch
ind denominations of the commiin-
ity to come together in this reviyal.

W

1t's best to chill oranges and then
squeeze Lthem for juice, rather n
to keep oranges at room te r-
ature and then chill the juilce.

Wavnesville, He again visited the  above, to the effect that they aban- | resson for this is that the lu:ﬂ'
site of the “marked” beceh tree. doned the ares around the vear orange julee stands the more -
and verified the date, 1706, as in- 1700 or and vitamin C It looses,
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LABOR
DAY

Out of America’s lactories via the hands of
labor, there issues a steady stream of countless
aids to better living in whose production this
country excels. As we observe this Labor Day
both labor and management are pledged to turn
out more — and better goods at lower costs, that
the high standard of living so many people now
enjoy may be increasingly available to more of

| the people, all the time.
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