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everything. Thus gingeriy he went
his way among us for years—al-

quite another aurt.' in
Culifornjn, the breadth of a contl-
" pent away ; red-headed, bealthily ig-

Putting & geared-up flivver at

. forty over rutted roads. Rolling it
Back on its wheels when it upsets.
These two are my extremes; all
‘the others full somewhera between.

. 1One, now gray, who worked before

there was a Smith-Lever law, when
there were only about twenty agents
fn’ all America [nstead' of some
fwenty hundred. He tells how, in
2012, he was called upon &t one
fouse to assist at a birth and at
* the next to sharpen m scythe, An-
. other of that early day; he took
orders for fertilizer, pocketed the
eomtuission, and when confronted
ywith the Impropriety coolly sald
sthat It was the most practival pro-
be could think of to lmprove
the soll fertility of the county, The
only downright shiftiess and faith-
Jdess ane I eved knew, lolling around
* with the courthonse politiclans and
, cussing farmers ag “knockers"”
One who In & bad-roads county
wilks twenty miles many .a winter
day to keep his project eommittees
going, A timid, creduilous one.
{Thess are rare,) He gratefully be-
lleves everything “he hears and
reR women who smoke can't
have bables, that Germany wil be
dry In two months, that the erap-
' ghooting son of & Jocal pastor real-
1y gave his coat to a shivering man
he met on the street. Of these
three things he' solemnly, pssures
me in five mioutes’ riding. But a
. good agent; his peopls respect his

- sipcerity and trust him.

“Charpcters”: The blg ex-half-

back who In the first two minutes

you'met Mm had to know how old
you were, whether you were mar-
ried and why not. The one who
‘was always showing you his depu-
iy sherif®s badge apd huoting
moonshiners by moonlight. The one
who 1t matches In his eoupe and
" waved them around his head while
deiving, to show you how alr-tight
he bad everfthing. The one who
fold ‘'me, "God must love extenslon
gnpervisors; he made g0 many of
them," '"Fhe one who st a culling
demonstration was cénfronted with
Jevidénco that one of a bunch of his
-¢nll heny at 2 neighboring farm had

; lafd ap egg. He sald:
¥ell, folks, they stabbed Julina
gmar, and they made old Socrates
the hemlock, and they buriied
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force,-on the parrow dirt roads of
that seml-mountalnous regiom, m ls-
boring truck. Some ribald soul had
erased a letter on the truck's back
slde to give a “Service" caption
therenpon displayed, a  gorgeously
volgar and on the whole more truth-
ful meaning. I never worked hard-
er at anything than I did to ex-
plain to John Hervey why I thought
It was funny, Finglly: *“T see” he
suld; then added reproachfully,
“The very ldea of & man with your
gifts! . . ™

To John, everybody had “gifts"
They tell this story: A badly dis-
conrdged clob youngster trudged
down from the hills of Washington
county and . bltterly demanded:
“What's the use!l What ean ever
grow, anyway, that's any good,~on
that blame old hill of ours?™

“You can,” said John,

1 think that is fine, and I imagine
he sald It. Anyone who knows John
Hervey can easlly pleture hlm say-
Ing It—rugged, Intense, self-forget-
ful, the entire six feet of him
throst' forward from an lnadequate
old desk chalr; hid eges a clear gray,
worriedly  squinted under those
sharply bulging brows; his wolce
low and urgent

But; “No, I never ocould have
put 1t that pat.” mid John, anxious-
ly, the last time I drove outl over
his county with him. *“I've always
had ' trouble expressing  myself,
That's always been one of my han-
dieaps., All T could get of college
was two years, the special course
at State. I know what I want to
say all Tight but most of the time
1 just have to. flounder around un-
til people hegin to see what I'm
after and can work the thing out
for themselves, But that's what I'd
have wanted to have sald. That's
always been my.foundation ldea of
the county agent's job: to bulld wp
the opcoming crowdy to help peo-
ple, especlally young people, grow.

“My father had a lot of gifts I
conld use. Wonderful personality.
Wonderful way of greeting people,,
telllng jokes and so on. A quiet
man but he'd have made the bost
county agent yon ever saw, I still
get gome of my best |deas from the
things he did for me. He gave me
responsibility as goon as T could
walk. Alwaye consulted me, never
tried to overshine me. He wis more
like an older brother to me than
a father. ; \

“I was the only boy. When I was
elghteen a fast Pennsylvanih fiyer
hit his wagon. Before I conld reach
him he was gone, The hardest thing
I'ever had to do in my life waas to
go tp to the house aud tell my
mother,"

John had & len-year fight of it
gingle-handed on that farm, but he
bullt up a herd of purebred Jerseys,
and a retall milk trade, and: "By
1015 1 had things coming pretty
good. My nelghbors were g1) ship-
ping milk to Plitsburgh. They got
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Without the help of a edunty ol
agent, he had run his annnal
elub enrollment (“junior extenslon')
up to 900,  In one year I8 “gradu-
ates” from his ciobs enrolled for
the four-year course i agriculiure

had passed through his clubs, them
through - the unhm‘..w:;:_ﬁ
back in the county  me .

leaders, One was president of the
county Jersey amsoclation; another,
president of the strongest local
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farmers’ club; A third was teseh- | mry

Ing vocational agricuMure in- the
high school. A fourth was presi
dent of the winter farmers' inst-
tutes, another Hervey Innovation,
propelled entirely by local talent—
musle, readings, talks, and nlL

The county had a clob eamp, the
ground and shacks donated or pald
for entirely by resident farmers
The people who buflt It called it
Camp Hervida, to honor John Hes
vey and his wife, Ida. Two hun-
dred children bad a blanket-and-
campfire vacation there for a week
each summer, and after that farm-
wives camo in and camped for a
week together, gay as flappers in
thele bloomers, b and blousea,
That week there were for them no
hands to cook for, mo bables to
mifd.

The hondreds of people who
backed the work, and jolned In it
idolized Hervey. “He's the great-
et thing that ever happened to this
connty.” They ran his salary up
above $4500" n yean “I'm afraid
of that,” sald John, the last time I
was In his county. *“The ones who
never come out of'the hills, and
never want to, are malsing OCaln.
Apnd then there's some pretty pow:
erful ones, foo, commissionsrs and
so on, I don't jibe with at all”

Three people were walting to see
bhim In his office In the courthouse
at Marletta when T got there that
morning, and & fourth had him on
the telephone, An organisation prob-
lem. The Ladles’ Ald of some
church wanted & dress-making and
home-made milllnery club for girla,
The local leader of clob work had
doubts, If this church got tha elub,
mightn't the Baptists, across ‘the
road, hold thelr davghters ount?
John, grasping the telephone with
the smme strong bluntoess with
which bhe used ' to grasp plow
handles, sattled that.

A worh old man with fine eyes
next clalmed him, drawing him Into
a corner, whispering long mod
huskily, “Bome personal trovble”
Johin told me afterwards. Ha lls
tened patiently and cyrefuoily, saying
Itttle, oceaslopally shakiog his head
dolefully. The . old gentléman
seemed immensely relleved, almost
cheerful, when he departed, As he
¢ama to the door, he saldy

“That was & good bhen demonstra-
tton' you ' give, up .thére' at the
Dyarses’; we liked that” .

“When was that?" siked JTohn.
The old man ﬂcum-.(:. “In July it

into n big row with the Pittsburgh | w

denlers.
“I had my own trade

m bullding the ple-

‘agent who Is not

/them but all of them—

all, thet 1s, of e same hundreds I
have known, ‘._ with, and gone

American agriculture all but made
of him He is lnconle, fronle, ear-
nest, pusgled.

Half prepared, if that, for his.

job; Bmith-Hughes teachers of high
sghool * agriculture got two years'
special training, but few agricol
tural colleges have gven A man des
fgoated ‘to advied students on
courses In prepargtion "for the far
tougher temching™ & county agent
has to do He decides to take a
whirl at thia county agent bualness,
dsnces bla head off senlop week,
sayd solong to the boys at the fra-
ternlty house, takes his diploma,
marries the girl, works two weeks
or a month under an older agent,
and then ls thrust Ioto ome of the
lesser _ mgricultural . cowities o
learn td pwim by, swlmming,
Often he starts beadlong, trylng
to do everything peopls ask of him.
Hoe may solicit members for the
farm bureau, or keep books for the
co-operative creamery, or wear ott

0

dividoals. s
Bat midway io hig second year
he beglon to feel firm ground un-

der him. He reallses that the onlg

way to help people ls to' get them
e . He sees
his Job
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