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By ELMO SCOTT WATSON
HE recent “gold declslon™ of the Su-
preme Court of the United States,
awalted so long and so anxiously
by the whole world, has added an-
other chapter to the history of
money, and especially to that
much-discussed and frequently per-
plexing angle of ' it, commounly
known aé the “gold standard” It
is a far cry from the event which
took place in Washington the other day to an
event which took place in a liitle Earopean vil-
lage one February night 132 years ago—a far
ery, Indeed, from the stately hall where sit the
black-robed justices of a nation’s highest trib-
ucal to a small room in the cottage of a Swiss
paper-maker. Yet there ls & distinct conbec-
tion between the two.

Just before widnight on February 28, 1808, &
son was born to Johann Jakob Suter and his
wife, Christine Wilhelmine Stoberin Suter, buk
if, the next morning, anyone had told the sim.
ple burghers of Kandern in the Grand Duchy
of Baden that this little boy's career wonld
change the destiny of a new nation macross the
Atlantic and vitally affect the econonuc history
of the whole warld, they would:.have stared at
snch a prophet with unbelleving eyes. But he

would have spoken the truth. For the world |,
half a century later, was to know this Iittle

boy, whom his parents pamed Johaon Avgus-
tus Suter, as Gen. John Sutter—Sutter of Cal-
tfornia, the man whose name has become .2l
most synonymous with the name, of a yellow
metal so highly prized by mankind—gold!

f The result was his decislon to sedk his for-
toné In the New world and 100 years ago this
spring the Odyssey of John BSulter (be had
changed his name upon his arrival here) in
America began. First a trader on the Banta
¥e Trail, he went to the Oregon -counfry In
1938, made a trip to the SBandwich islands and
to Alasks and finally on July 1, 1839, arrived
fn San Franeisco, then called Yerba Buena by
the Mexieans, and started on the career in the
country which was to make his name forever
famous.

At that time most of the settiewents In Call-
fornla were along the comat but Batter jpro-
posed to go Inland and colonize, Obtaining &
land grant from the Mexican officlals he set out
to seléct m site for his proposed colony. In
August he arrived at a point where the Amer
jesin river joins the Sacramento, the site of the
pregent eaplital of California, There he estab-
lishéd his colony to which he gave the name
of New Helvetla, after his homeland of Bwitner-
land, and erected the fort which was to be the
focal point in the empire he was to bulld.

The story of that empire |8 a famillar one—
how he won the friendship of the Indians by
using just the right mixture of kindtess and
firmness; bow they formed a part of the hun-
dreds of retalners who tilled the flelds and
tended the herds and flocks of this feudal lord
is the Ameriean wilderness; how he extended
his holdings of land until he ruled over mearly
950,000 scres: and how he became the most
hwﬂutmmmmrmﬂmmw

the Mexlean rulers’ and Ister when California
{ from thelr hands into the possession of

the United States
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negr the surface of the ground and it was &
Mobmon, with booming volee, shouting the
news of the discovery in San Franelsco, who
started the mad gold rush which rulned Johm
Sutter.

One other fateful entry in Sutter's diary de-
servés quoting. On Friday, January 28, 1848,
he recorded “Mr, Marshall arrived from the Mta.
on very impurtant business” The “important
pusiness” was to show Sutter some yellow
flakes he had discovered In the tall-race of the
sswmill he was bullding In the “beantiful vale”
of Coloms, 40 miles away. They tested the
flakes. It was gold!

Despite Sutter’s efforts to keep the diseov-
ery a secret, the news leaked out. A teamster
nsmed Wittmer, bauling provisions to the saw-
mill, lesrned the news from one of Peter Wim-
mer's chattering soms, Wimmer In tum let slip
the secret to Samuel Brannan, a Mormon elder
who bad lsd a colony from the East to Califor-
pla in 1846, had published one of California’s
first newspapers In Yerba Buoeha for a short
time and was how running & store near Sutter's
fort. Branpan was'ae erafty person  If news
of the gold discovery in the Bacramento valley
beeame known, It might start a gold rush there,
The goldseekers would need suppliea. They
could obtaln them from Elder BSamuel Bran-
pan's store. Therefore . . .

So, one day in May, 1848, a horseman gal-
loped through the main street of San Francisco.
“In his right hand he carried a bottle of glit-
tering yellow grains

wigoldl Gald!" be cried, ‘Gold from the
Amerfean river!'"” .

It was Eider Samuel Brannan.

To Sutter's Fort came many a notable trayeler ;

—Col. John € Fremont, Kit Carson, Gen. Steph-
en Eearney, a young lleutenant named Willism
Tecumseh Sherman and another named W. h 3
Revere, the Istter s grandson of Paul Revere,
who Inherited some of his gbcestor's talent for
drawing and who made the sketch of the fort
which 1s reproduced above. From Butter's Fort
went out the rescue party which saved the rem-
pants of the il-fated Donner parly marooned
in the snowy Slerras in 1847 and many another
stirring chapter In Califorala history was em-
m:dhlndamndmummcf!iwﬂﬂ-
vetia.

‘Many of these are recordad In the extracts
mmuw-aun-mvmuur.mnam
hellishea his blography. John Sutter could mot
have realized what history he was recording
whien be took his pem I hund one duy to write
this: »
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dong; Made m contract with. Jumes |
w-fu a.._u'll? to be erected on the

on more fatetul Is the entry for the fol

“Augnst 27th, 1847. A host of Mormons here :

GoLp from the

god nat justics was done bim. It was

ginning of & 14-year fight for juatice.

He had the aid of powerful friends,
gherman,
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La Folletie’ candidacy in 1024 as-
gured the election of Calvin Oool
11dge by a landslide. third party
wounld draw woles m the New
Deal. It would not get any of the
18,000,000 men and women who
"|voted the Republican ticket last

o

en with this big bandicap, how-
ever, fthe Republicans wonld hive
to make a good showing to win, &
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the government. Other in

might be wiillng to pay more, bu

the bonds are not teansferable.
One of the governmént's obje

BT
amount of money which could bet-
ter. be employed at stimulating in-
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