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summit of Ben Nevis, highest peak
in the British Isles, from Snowdon;
lofty Welsh mountain, from Ar
thur's Seat, Edinburgh, and from
scores of other fabled hills between.

In thelr usual capacity, these hea-
cons, of which thers are sbout 30
in each county, are warning signals,
calling the 'countryside to meet
some great emergency. This time
they heralded a more joyous event,
one of the most joyous the British
empire has known. It is the Bil-
ver Jubllee of the twenty-fifth an-
niversary of the accession to the
throne of King George V and
Queen Mary. Now at its helght,
this glorious celebration, observed
the length and breadth of the most
extensive emplre In the world,
1s scheduled ms 100 days of rejole-
ing andgtill has many weeks to go.
a sentiment spread throughout pos
sessions so widely scattered that
“the sun never sets on the British
flag” might well 0l one with won-
der as to how a people who gov-
ern themselves so complétely can
feel such m devotlon and loyalty
for the fignreheads of a monarchy
which they struggled almost to the
limit to crush In centurles past

That 1s not so hard to explain.
Perhaps one of the reasons is that
the king is just that—a figurehead.
But be Js a figurehead vastly more
fmportant than most of us who
have had Mlttle or no assoclation
with monarchles, other tham In
books, can understand, "

To the average citizen of the Brit-
fgh Isles and to citizens of every
far-flung outpost of the emplre, the
crown represents the gmplre. Time
was when, to territorial possessions,
the name England itself stood for
the paterpal wing of shelter and
disclpline over all, but today most
of the many natlons that comprise
the empire are self-governing, and
loyalty to the crown and the sov-
erelgn as exemplifying the paternal
wing of shelter Is perhaps the great-
est single unifylng influence, draw-
fng the vast realm together nnder
George V as the head of the great
national family.

8ymbol of Unity. -

-The crown and the soverelgn are
not quite the same thing, however.
The crown is the technieal symbol
of unity, the king, himself, the pen-
timental one. Laws are still passed
in parllament under the Norman
“Le Roy le veull." In state legal
eases it Is *“The crown versus (name
of defendant).” All functions of
this true people’s government are
conducted In the name of the crown,

King George In his latest Christ-
mas address said: “I would like to
think that you who are listening to
me now, In whatever part of the
world you may be, and all the peo-
ples of the realm and emplre, are
bound to me and to one another In
the spirit of one gitat family,” The
king 18 the fead of that family.

" The prince of Wales, after return-
ing. from yisits to Canada, Aus
tralin, New Zealand, Sonth Africa
and TIodla, was articulats in his
realization of the unifylng power of
the crown—a power of traditiop
and ‘sentiment withont which ‘it

splendor of the emplre, but little or
none of the power to interfere in
Dominlon government,

Progreas of the Relgn.

Self-govertiment in the Dominions
has progressed by Jeaps and
bounda since George V became king
May 6, 1010, That was the date of
his actual accession; he did not re-
celve hia coronation untll June 22,
1611 In the 25 years which the
Jubllee celebrates, herp are some
of the thingw that have happened In
the Dominlons and which have gone
far toward making the king the tre-
mendously fmportant figure, sym-
bollcally, that he is:

Colonles which reached the status
of Dominlons In Queen Victorin's
reign, as well as some protectorates,
have progressed to a state of vir-
tually . complete delf-governgent.
The only real. exception 18 New-
foundland, which floupdered about
In heavy financial seas untd it, of
necessity, walved its Dominlon sta-
tos and became once more depend-
ent mpon Grest Britain,

At the other” extreme is south-
ern Rhodesin, This at the outset
of the reign of George V was mere-
Iy an uncharted land In southeast-
ern Africa, owned by the British
Bouth Africa company, Ltd. BSouth-
ern Rhodesia has become almost a
Dominlen today. It is sopervigpd
not by the eolonial office, but by the
Dominions office. Its principal dif-
ference from other Dominlons is
that the king’s ministers in England
still reserve the right to veto laws
passed by the Rhodeslan legislature,
while In the othier; Dominlons the
veto power rests entitely with min-
Isters in the Dominlon.

Under the relgn of George V,
many of the colonies have made
progress with thelr constitutions
which allow them more and more
freedom in choosing thelr own leg-
lslators,” rather than having a good
share of them appointed in the
pame of the crown,

Since the war, many of the col-
onles peopled with races other than
the white have seen their share of
this progress as well. These In-
clude the Gold coamt, Ceylon, SBlerra
Leone, and the protectorates of
Uganda and Zanzibar, which have
been given new and more lberal
constitutions, In some of the col-
onles definite restrictions have heen
placed on the white Inhabitants to
protect the rights of the eolored
natives. Native interests have been
protected In Tanganyika, the Cam-
eroons, Palestine and Transjordan,
Iraq, once a colony, has achleved
complete independence and Is now
& member of the League of Nations.

Gain New Rights,

These pldces are, however, the
only ones which have fallen back.
New constitutlonal rights were
gnined by Hong Kong, northern
NMigeria, 'Trinldad and “British

;""'""‘ Street Dacorated for the Jubllee.

The colonles and Dominlons have
more than a jubllant interest In this
Jubllee, for trade and defense prob-
lems of world significance affect-
ing them are scheduled to be ironed
out by ministers from these lands,
seattered about the earth, during
the London meetings to do honor
to the king. Prominent statesmen
are coming from Canada, Australls
South Afries, New Zealand and
India; In fact some of them have al.
ready arrived.

The conference will decide upon
the merit of results of the Tmpor
tant Ottawa conference of July,
1982, ;

Helps British Trade.

Resulting from the Otltawa con-
ference has been a large transfer
of Hritish trade Into the channels
of the emplire. In the year befors
the conference 28.78 per cent of the
United Kingdom Iimports  and
48.00 per cent of Its exports went
to and from units of the empire
Last year these figures had risen
to 87.07 per cent and 46.88 per cent,
respectively. Some of this galn has,
of course, reduced the trade poesi-
bilitles between the United States
and Great Britaln,

Australia and New Zealand, while
they have been bepefited by an ad-
vantage over non-British compet!.
tors under the terms of the agree
ment, have been rather hampered
by the quota clauses which bave
largely reduced the amounits of
goods which they are allowed to
send Into Great Britaln. It is the
purpose of thé present conference
to take steps toward substituting
tariffs for quotas, In order to &l
leviate the condition. Delegates will
be extremely wary of these dlscus
sions, however, for they remember
the near famine times of the middie
Nineteenth century when similar
tariffs were In foree. Especlally con.
cerned are states which ship dairy
produee and meats, ke Anstralls
and New Zealand.

Conalder the Taxpayer,

As regards defense the Jubllee
conferénces will make some effort
to relleve the taxpayer of the
United Kingdom of some of the bur
dens he has cearrled to provide de
fenge for the colonles, and to/dis
cuss the developments and neces
sary protection of Intevests in the
Far "East. Hers, In the British
opindon, the interests of the United
Btates are closely allled with thele
own, and In official eircles there hay
been some talk that s new Anglo
Amerlcan agreement of co-operation
will be formed, sspeclally in mat-
ters where Australls Is concerned
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