. What the figure meant w
" estimate of a certain birall

" Morgenthan had

_ In such vig-

(aflnst the tax pro-

‘posaly belng made at that time that

the brain trosters who had won the

President’s  approval hesltated to
ask him

- But Jet no one be decelved sbout
the algnificance of the figures, des-
plte the discrepancy that the rates
“mentioned do not produce the §340,-
' 000,000

" “The rates were not Imagined by
enterprising newspaper reporters,
Nor was the $840,000,000. Both were
eoncelved Inside the administration
and formally given out.

i  The only advantage of the de-
nlals Is that the administration Is
now free to produce an entirely dif-
ferent set of rates, and an entirely
different total, and Inglst that these
new figures represent carefully
worked out studles of the problem.
While the Republicans can never
prove that the first figures were offl-
elal

Want More Taxes

All of which ls only Important
politically, Actoally what 1s Impor
tant is that certain trusted and at
the moment successful advisers to
the President belleve the treasury
should have $340,000,000 s year
more In taxes thapn are now coming
In. Also—thls opinlon was held
prior to the avalanche of declslons
[Aagainst AAA processing taxes.

If you will examine the highest
scale of taxes on which Morgenthan
reported to the house ways and
means committee, and then boost
the whole level about onefourth,
the  taxes would represent the
itreasury Jjudgment on what I8
needed to make op for (1) the pres
ent deficlency In revenne as seen
by certaln very potent—in Influence
with the President—brain trusters,
and (2) the loss of processing tax
revenue.

This Is not a prediction that
any such rates will be enacted. The
President has no {dea of golng any-
thing like that far.’ He never did.
His original idea was to Increase
taxes ooly on very large Incomes,
and Impose levies on very large
Inheritances and gifts. Also to
boost corporation taxes by the siid-
Ing scale almed at bigness.

It Is perfectly true that the siif’
ing scale corporhtion tax Is frankly
regarded by Inslders as Just an
Jopenlng wedge.

New Day in Politics

Maybe Business will come to a
]rullnuun that there 19 & new day
An. American -politics as well as a
|New Deal in Washington In time to
save Itself, but It |s about an even
bel,

It appeared some months back

[that the public utilitiés, long po-
Atieally the most stupld aggregation
of successful men In other flelds In
(America, had learned at least the
elemental rules of the new game.
But even this demonstration does
not seem to have had much effect
‘on other business men.
i The immediate case In point Is
(the administration drive agalnst
‘bigness, exemplified In the sliding
|scale tax on corporation lncome. If
[it were just & boost In taxes mo
'one except perhaps the Immediate
ftaxpayers would be Interested. But
iits avowed object ls a “better so-
‘elal order.”

Which means that the aliding
|scale iden Is just the opening wedge
~—that the present proposed top rate
m=if the admioistration has its way
j=is ‘only the beginning—that the
‘eventual objeet Is to make little
lones out of big ones,

i And “blg ones” does not just
mean & few enormous corporations
#uch as Unlied SBtates Steel, Gen-
eral Motors, Amerlean Telephone,
It includes virtually every cor.
tlon blg enough to have Its

T

¥e from a doubtful dls-

jarry o New York sepator.

¥ Business In general does

‘@ leaf from the amasing

which attended the letter

‘eampalgn of public atflity

joiders is hard to figure, Nob
this letter writing ' cam- |/

“go0d. The final bill Is tough enongh
‘on the holding companies almost to
sult Roosevelt. ¥

The significant fact Is that this

‘ really did the utilities ‘much |

Yetter writing campaign resulted |

In a 110 majority In the hou!l of
representatives for precigely what
the letter writers demanded. The

fact that the letter writers did mot |

demant enough really to saye thelr
bacon 18 not of consequence, In this
connection. ‘They got what they
asked for—from the house,

Why Ickes Worries

“We have only two unemployed
persons, and they have bead upem-
ployed for 30 years."

That crushing answer, made by
the little: town of Colebrook, way
up in northwestern Connecticut,
pear the Massachusetts lne, Is one
of the reasons why Harold L. Ickes'
gray halr Is getting ‘thinner. Why
the publle works part of his activ-
ftles seem to be bogging down. Why
some administration officlals are
wondering if It would not have been
better—providing, of course, the
White House had thought of It first
—to let Carter Glass of Virginia,
Alva Adams of Colorado and other
senators have thelr way about sub-
stituting two bllllons of doles for
four billions of works rellef.

But that is not the only prob-
lem which ls worrylog Secretary of
the Interlor Ickes—and the White
House—and which Is [llustrated by
Colebrook.

When the word first got round
that Colebrook could have a big
grant of federal money for a flpe
new road there was much exelte-
ment round and about the village,
The progressive element was all
for it. It would mean the spendin;
of money—and prodperity,

But opposition was not slow In
showing its head. The handful of
merchants might want more ctistom-
ers; but the summer residents did .
not want a lot of workmen messing
the place up. Agaln the merchants
might llke the idea of a fine new
through ropd, that would ecavse
many ‘auto tourists to stop “off,
make purchases, at least buy meals.
But the folks who hive been the
malnstay of the community for a
generation, living up there on money
made elsewhere, did pot want the
tourists trouping thréugh, 4l -pot-
want the flavor of the old gommu-
nity “spolled,” in short,’ wanted
to keep Just as they were, .

But the Progressives did not give
np. They kept on fighting. Then
suddenly it was discovered that the
money ' 8o kindly tendered by . Mr,
Ickes would Involve uslng & new
road plan approved by the siate-
highway commission, This would
neceasitate eutting a corner off the
beautiful and historic old church
which Is the center of the whole
Colebrook legenid. ’
Didn't Like It

Even the progressive elemént
dido’t ke that. Buot they did not
give up. And they might have won
their fight at that, and Mr. Ickes
might have purred over another
“soundly placed” public works pro}-
ect Buot there was more trouble
to come, the sort of trouble that is
alwnys magnified In exactly Inverse
ratio to the size of a ‘copimunity—
the agonizing yelps of taxpayets
afrald of higher assessments!

For it was suddenly realized
by these gentlemen—and ladles, for
there are a lot of widows owning
property around Co!&bmi, that
Uncle Sam was only giving 45 per
cent of the money. Fifty-five per
eent would have to be ralsed by
the local taxpayers. In short that
there would have to be a bond Is-
sue, and they would bave to'pay the
Interest and sinkiog fund for this
Issua for theé pext 15 or 20 years.
For the rest of thelr lives, as most
of them saw It

All for what?

To have a new road through
thelr township, which would bring
in tourists which only the mer-

Huge Boeing Bomber Built. for-

hopgiga el
ol g S

After n year of secret operating this greatest bontbing plane
for the army alr corps at Seattle and.appeared for test flights, I
spread of more than 100 feet and Is 70 feet long.

miles. an hour.

NO MORE
will U. S. be caught.
unprepared for

ravages of

'DUST

Three-fourths of all the farm land
used for clean-tilled crops In the
Unlted Sialés Is subject to eroslon
and damage from dust. storms, ac-
cording to the Department of Ag-
rleulture, The loss s estimated at
2400000000 n year. Erosion de-
stroyed 8,000,000,000 tons of soll—
enpugh to DIl a freight train that
would encircle the world 87 times
at the equator—every year,

During the next ten years the
forest service will plant- 8,500,000,
000 trees In. hundreds of narrow
strips, each a hpndred feet wide
and a mlle apart, In an effort to
stop wind eroslon.

Educational programs and other
alds are being given to farmers
througlhiout the country to ald them
In combating the great, thirsty, yel
low plague of dust

In the 'area where the TVA op-
erates work ls bging pushed rapidly
forward, as shown below, to plant
Virginia' seedlings which

the road, and destroy the aimple

pastoral tonch of which the com-
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“What complaints? Who are ¥

I gave my pame, |

“Ob, yes, 1 remein

| my property. It was the duty of the |
‘| poliee. to protect me Trom them. 1

llvl_u my

e | ned i
| "Il Ot taquired: avales

. | at the othar'end of ‘the fioe, “what |‘don’t

AL

7o wkeered of thim?"

Toer g S T4
““Whats the Aames of the boys?®

yoriraelf? “Are
41 “But it's wonr business to do qr.|
| mot_mine. That's what you're paid

now,.




