year
cle “I Pilot A Bomb-
which was published in the

American Magazine.
was published in the Ameri-

ne.
first letter his parents re-
from him after going over
relates some of his experiences in
the Sahara Desert and other
mﬂ of Africa. The letter, in de-

March 19, 1943
Dear Folks:

bbling just above in a minute.

I guess

in South America.

town we were heading for to be-
with.

across part of the Sahara desert

of the desert, because the pass
through the mountains was closed.
Boy, that was something.
landed on the desert sand.

They have just
there with some gas, a radio set
one jeep, and some canned food.
Living in a mud fort that belong
ed to the French foreign legion
No beds for us. Slept in the plane
wrapped up in everything we had
and damned near froze. Sun burn:
you up during the day. Arab vil-
lage, at foot of the big sand dune
like the movie
towns. Sure
we had a camera. Most of the
Arabs can speak French, and be-
lieve it or not 1 remember enough
of my college French that I could
talkk with them fafrly well

Arab children

for cigarettes
gurg, gave away all

B

docided to
emergency rations
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Somewhere in North Africa

I'!l tell you more about the scri-

(Editor's note: the page evident-
ally had been censured as some
lines were clipped out) . Right now
I'd better bring you up tu
date. Believe the last time 1 wrote
we were at our jumping off place

Well, we stayed there for two
days and took off the second night.
Got across OK, not without a bit
of trouble, though. They underes-
timated a bit of weather, and we
were forced off course and landed
at a field 400 miles south of our
course, almost out of gas. (Don’t
know just what this censorship
permits but know I can’t name any
towns.) We stayed there over
night. The British boys took pret-
ty good care of us, but they didn’t
have much to offer. Finally dug
w: enough gas to get us up to the

Stayed there over night and took
off early next morning on a flight

Had to land at a field in the middie

Just

a few fellows

We
went into the town with all the
hangifg onto us
-and chewing
the cigs 1 had.
open a package
& distribute
. Damned near got swarmed un-
der. They piled all over me. In-
I made a mistake that
tal if there had-
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Field, We're well from
active front, although we're where
there was some fairly heavy fight-
ing when the boys moved in here,
We're living in pretty nice bar-
racks that belonged to the French
have a nice field, only three miles
from a daned nice little coastal
town, and very near & couple of
very nice towns that you've heard
a lot about in the war news, but
which are all strictly under Ameri-
can control now, We don't wear
our guns into town or anything any
more, although they still have pa-
trols with machine guns combing
the town regularly just for absol-
ute safety.

Right after we crossed the pass
through the mountains coming up
here, the fields started getting
green, no more desert, we started
seeing roads and rivers and towns
again., We knew that the large
towns near here are supposed to
be damned nice. And we we;e
generally bemoaning the fact that
we couldn’t stick around here a
while. So we can hardly believe
that we're stationed here. You just
can't imagine how nice this coun-
try is compared to the seat & dirt
and rain, negroes and insects and
filth and desert that we've been
going through ever since we left
home. This is almost like the Sta-
tes. One of the things that tick-
les me to death is that everything
Is French, and I'll get a chance to
really get onto the language.
That's an awful lot of fun.-

Only the air echelon is down
here. The rest of the outfit is still
on the way, so they haven't even
got started here yet. We'll get off
to an even start with the rest of
the outfit. By the way, we're the
first plane to get here out of the
four that left Langley. The one
that as ahead of us failed to make
contact here and went on up. He's
on his way back now. I left the
others in South America. They
should be here any day.

Going into town you see French
ships all out in the river that were
scuttled there when the place was
invaded, and they haven't had a
chance to salvage yet.

One thing that would amaze you
is the way the natives in all of
Africa that we've seen scramble
for a bit of food. They have to
burn all the garbage at the army
'‘amps, because otherwise the na-
tives swarm around the garbage
-ans like hogs and fight over any
rotten, filthy seraps they can find.
That Isn't normal. It's just what
the war has done to them. Al
though most of them a‘e [ar, far
from being civilized. Thank God
the hatives of this section are Ar-
abs, and not the Wogs (bush ne-
groes) you find further south.
"They are the lowest form of hu-
man life I've ever come into con-
tact with. Also this section has a
much larger percentage of white
people (mostly French) than any
place further south on this coast,

Incidenfally, our APO number
here will be different, and I don't
know when I'll ever get any let-
ters you may have written to the
number we had. I won't mail this
funtil I find out what the address
here will be, and will put it on
the envelope. The day you get
this shoot a letter to me at the ad-
dress on the envelope in case I
haven't heard from you before, and
let me know what the score is
with all of you, Ruby Mae and
Miss Junior, etc. Haven't heard
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Mr. Eddie of Ken-
ansville @ aﬁ!ng:lmm
“Blllle Hamp™ Grady who is sta-
tioned somewhere off the New
England Coast. Included in the
letter was one he or some obe in
service composed. The letter re-
veals the high spirits of our boys
in service. It reads
MY DEAR BILL
My Dear Bill,
I'm one of the fellows who

made the world safe for Democ-
racy and what a crazy thing that
was. I fought and fought but I
had to go anyway. I was called
class A", The next time 1 want
to be in class “B". B here when
they go and B here when they get
back. I can remember when I was
registered. I went to the desk and
my milkman was in charge. He
said, “what Is your name?" 1 said
“young man: you know what my
name §s.” “What's your name" he
barked back at me so I told him,
“August Childs”. He said, “are
you Alien?” “No” I said, “I feel
fine." Then he said “when did you
first see the light of day?” 1 sald,
“when I moved from Pittsburgh to
Philadelphia”. He asked me how
old I was so I told him “23" the
first of September. He said, “the
first of September you'll be in
Australia and that will be the last
of August.”

Some veterinarian started in to
examine me. He asked if 1 ever
had the measles, smallpox, St.
Vitus dance or if I took fits. 1
said, “No, only when I stay in a
galoon too long.” Then he said,
“can you see alright?” 1 said,
“sure, but I'll be cock-eyed tonight
if T pass this test.” Then he lis-
tened around my chest and said,
“I think you have a wart some-
where."” 1 said, “wart, my neck,
that's a button in your ear.” The
doctor said that he had examined
140,000 men and that I was the
most imperfect physical wreck he

ever examin Then he handed
me a card class “A".
Then I went to camp and I

guess they awn't think I'd Hve
long. The first fellow wrote on
my card "Flying Corps"”. Then 1
| went a little farther and some
little guy said, "Look what the
wind blew in.” 1 said, “wind, noth-
ing. the draft is doing it," On the
second morning they put some
clothes on me. What an outfit. As
soon as you are in it you think
you can lick anybody. They have
two sizes - too long and too
small, The pants are too tight, I
can't sit down. The shoes are too
big. I turned around three times
and they didn’t move. And, what
a raincoat they gave me. It
strained the rain. I passed the of-
ficer all dressed with a fancy belt
and all that stuff. He sdid, calling
after me, “didn’t you notice what
I have on?" I said, “yes, what ane
you kicking about, look what they
gave me."”

1 landed in camp with §75.00.
In ten minutes I wias broke. I
never saw so many 3's and 12's on
a pair of dice. No matter what I
did I went broke. Something went
wrong even In cards, One time 1
got five aces and I was afraid to
bet. A good thing I didn't. The
fellow next to me had six kings.
Finally, 1 said, “this is a crooked
poker game." The fellow next to
me said, “we're playing pinochle.”
Everything was craxy. If you
we e a livery hand they put you
in the Medical Dept, If you were
a watchman they made you officer
of the day. I saw a guy with a
wooden leg and asked him what
he was doing in the army. He
saild, “I'm here to mash the potd-
toes."”
Oh, it was nice—five below zero

talk about scenery. Red Ih;meh,
bvd's—all kinds. The union suit I

Another Duplin Boy
Writes About Service
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“I knew they would lose it, it's
been hanging over the side ever
since we left New York." We had
a lifeboat drill and when the boat

i

the ship, it spilled the men out of

., Only the second Heutenant
were left in the boat. The
: ga
men out of the
of their heads.
with the men

with a bald head
out.” I said, “go down
th eright way.”

Well we landed in Australia and
were immediately sent to the tren-
ches. After three nights In the
trenches all the cannons started to
roar and the shells started to fall.
I started shaking with patriotism.
I tried to hide behind the trees
but there weren't enough for the
officers. The captaid said, “five
o'clock and we go over the top"
I sald, “T'd like a furlough.” He
said, “haven't you got any red
blood?" I said, “yes, but I don’t
want to see it". He sald, “where
would you like to go?" 1 gaid,
“anywhere it was warmer”. He
told me where to go.

Five o'clock and we went over
the top. 10,000 Japs came at us
and they looked at me as though 1
had started the war. Our captain
yelled “Fire at Will". But I didn't
know any of their names. I guess
the fellow behind me thought I
was Will, he fired and shot me In
the excitement. On my way to the
hospital I asked where they were
taking me. They sald, “You're go-
ing to the morgue”. I said,
there's some mistake here, “I'm
not dead.” "Lie down,” they hol-
lered, “do you want to make a
fool out of the doctor.”

Finally a pretty nursé came in
and sald “move over”. Oh that
was another story.
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Summerlin‘s
CROSSROADS

Several from this comminity at-
tended the baccalaureste sé¥mon
at Kenansville School Susiday
morning.

Mr. and Mrs. Elbert Whitman

Joseph H. Dévis of the U, S
Navy who Is now statioried at
Bainb:idge, Md. and. whose home

was being lowered over the side of | ¥

boat and they all fell in the | Mildred Pate were joint
with Mrs, O. P, Johnson in

:

hostess

home of the latter

Mrs, I. C. BircH wis Nogtesd
to the |
on last
o'clock. :
and Miss Murglre? Willlarms
additional guesls. Purple
white Irls were used for
tions. Easter tallies and Eas
doilies were used 1o carry out
rs
N.

2

Easter Motif. Club membe:
score as made by Mrs.
Boney and visitors high
Mrs. Brinson., Mrs. J. B.
lace assisted the hostess in
a’sweet course to the guests.
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MRS, JONES HOSTESS

to her bridge Club on Monday
nigtit of this weék at eight o'clock.
There were two additional table
spring
the four
living room
flow-
for decorations.
t were: Mes-
V. B.
0. St

B

ers were used
Club members p
dames L. F.

Jerritt, P. J.
and D. S, |
Martha Pickett and
Williams Mestiows &

members
Allen and for the visitors
Pickett. Thé g
her mother, Mrs. Foster and by

Mrs. L. F. Weelit ol Mrs, Wik

< liamson served assorted sandwich-

es and cookies with jced tea:

) e i R
seve
armwm hits f-ﬂy”ﬁ

Mrs. G. E. Jones was hostess

5
tallies

o
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Chapel

Mr. Mrs. P. E. Rouse spent
the week end in Wilmington.

Miss Cornelia Quimn of Ken-
ansville spent Thursday night of
last week with Miss Ndnnie Ruth
Stroud.

Miss Olive Summerlin of Sum-
merlin's Cross Roads visited Mis-
ges Kathryn and Virginia Kilpat-
rick over the week end.

Mrs, V. H. Simmons and Miss
Georgla Rochelle  spént Sunday
with Mf#. Jim Newsome of Char-
ity Cross' Roads.

Mr. Kenneth Blmitod attended
the dandé at Kenangville Satur-
w&tﬁrhy Motgan of E. Mag
nolfa speht Thorsddy night of last

¢ with Misses Jalfa and Lacy

néth West afd Mrs,
s also Miss Martha

Brock aflefided the dancé at Ken-

mmm ' Safurday 4

went to Rose HOI Satifrday to

take thelf haby fo Dr. Hawes for

Pierce.
Mrs.

 trea t.
Mr. %‘h Hawes of Wilmingtoh

ﬁ' time at Kis hofe here
tly.
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Moore 0
visited frie here Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Brock at-
tended the show at Wallace Sat-

urday night.

ed the show at
nesday night of last week.

Messrs. Lee Ezzell and Doris
Klngane:ﬂedthedmat!(m
night.

Mr.lveyﬂlomtonofkosel-ﬂn
was in this section on business

Friday.

Messrs. Vance Bachelor, P, Ei.
Rouse and D. A. Jones made &
basiness trip to Clinton Monday. ,

Messrs Nlﬂ:“:(inz. Less ?ﬁ;
Roy Rogers Rayford Jones'
made o business trip to Wallate
on Friddy of last week.

c 1 .I.; ‘um

Mr. Levie and Andrew Gragy
called on Migs Virginia King
day night, _
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Sumitiets
lin of Gradthim's Store visited
Mr. and Mrs. B. D. Grady Sufi<
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