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SECTION No. ONE

ALL SET TO OPEN THURSDAY

GMT E. ALPHIN, JR. President Duplin County Historieal
Association, Ine,, produser of “The Duplin Story”,

AMOS Q. BRINSON
Mayor of Kenansville
Extra Copies
There will be something like
400 exira copies of this issue
of the Duplin Times for sale,
Price will e 15¢ per copy. If
mailed, Viuen ordering
enclose 20c in coin or stamps.
The publisher had hoped to
have more copies for sale al -
press time but advance orders
have already reduced the num-
4 ber. We advise you get yours
“% early.
Sorry we are late bui it
isn't often we get out a 42
page paper. Thanks to every

one for their ceoperatt’'s.
A < The Edijor

=,

MRS, A. D, WOOD
Minister's wife, director of public
school musie in Duplin Counly
schools and director of “The Dupl-
lin Story” Choir.
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the swamps of the North East in
Sniith Townshilp. I enjoy hearing
Judge Grady, native son of Duplir,
tell tales of the old days, and he
really is a past master at the art,
especially when he is in the com-
pany of Judge Frizelle of Snow
Hill and such other notables.

I enjoy hearing the old tales of
the tobacco fleld and wish I could
tell them like some of the old tim-
ers. 1 enjoyed “crapping” tobacco
in the “baccer” fields when just
a barefoot boy at Seven Springs
and they “erap’ it in Duplin today
the same #s they did.when I was
a boy. The colored folks would
work and sing, sway and swing as
they could see in thelr mind's eye
the golden weed floating down
from heaven In the form of dollar
bills. Old SBugle the mule would
@ving her tail back and forth like

Tuesday morning Mrs. Hatlle
Barbara Hall died at her home
in Kenansville. Shortly after
her death a member of the
Times staff had written the ob-
ftuary, That afterncon ' the
body was carrled to the Quinn-
MecGowen Funeral Home In
Warsaw. The Times reporter
in that city was immediately on
the job.

Tuesday night she dispatoh-
ed a night letter, collect, of 98
words to The Duplin Hmes in
Kenansville, only 8 mies away.
The telegram was duly deliver-
ed the following morning.

gelling tickets, et cetera, to put on
the Pageant of Duplin's bi-centen-
nial celebration. We are not going
to have big parades with brass
bands, highly decorated floats, and
what have you. We are not even
going to select a beauty queen, if
she sold the most tickets, We are
merely going to put on a play, a
two-act play with music and plenty
of singing. We are not going to

| have & community sing but will

have a 100-voice white choir, two
100-voice Negro choirs.and one 65-
volee Negro chori to sing to the
accompaniment of a huge. elegtric

1 n. - We are going to

| tionally

By GERTRUDE CARRAWAY

= sthing new, novel and high-
iy entor, ning inoa modernized
treatment of historical diama s
promised when Sam Byrd's ' The

't historical

5 presented
September 22, 23 and 24 in a scen-
ie outdecor amphitheaire at Ken-
ansville in commemoration of the
200th anniversary of Duplin Coun-
iv.

Morth Carolina has long been na-
famous for ils historical
dramas through the attainment of
Dr. Frederick H. Koch, Hatcher
Hughes, Paul Green and many oth-
ers distinguished in the dramatic
arls,

Sam Byrd has wrillen
ting, and will act in his own plav,
and it now bids fair to mavk anoth-
er importan' milestone in Tur ilee,
dramatic  history, which beg:

angely enough, just 10 - ea

" iblishment  of  LCuplin
County, when Thomas Godfrs I
in 1758 completed at Wiliniral
“The Prince of Parthia.” i five ac
tragedy, the fir<t play written by
merican tu ve produced pro-
fessionally on the American stage
Natlve Produces Play
Burd is staking his reputation on
Duplin County production. Sue-
s<ful en I v in acling and
producing pla d in the nation
for his two boo he now wanls to
muke good in his native section, He
was horn in nearby Mount Olive,
and hras come home from New York
Lo put over successfully what he
hopes will he the most =igaificant
achievement of his career so far

Duplin citizens are so sure of it
thal they are devoting their time,
energy and money to help In every
way possible

. Is direet-

Every North Carvolinian interes:-
ed wn Duplin County in particular
anid in North Carolina history 1n
general, as well as outsiders and
all persons in or out of the State
who like dramatic entertainmen:,
will be given a hearty welcome on
the three gala nights, with Duplin’'s
assurance of wholesome aad stir-
ring entertainment.

History Is Fictionized

It will not b2 the same kind of
historical drama as Faul Green's
magnificent productious, “The Lost
Colony,” and "The Common Glory."”
Indeed, it will be far different from
the usual history lesson or historic-
al pageant. 1t Is fietionized his-
tory, with actual characters calle:d
ty name and true events in real
places of which Duplin is justly
prou an through the eyes of a
homesick Gl in London and from
tne viewpoint of two English chil-
aren

This means thal the audienee will
i a measure form an Inlegral part
af the dramatic sequence that Byrd

'n_graphically to be de-

picted in strikingly moving and im-
'e form, with every-day con-
“uation, in action rather tiian mo-

rale was found for the
production when H. D
Williams offered used of a large
field between his home and the
eommunily school. This is being
arranged appropriately and beau-
tifully, with adequate stage end
Sedls 1o accommodate 5,154 spec-
lalurs,  There will be nearby park-
ng space for 500 cars, traffic to
be directed by State Highway pa-
trolmen.
Cast to Include 500

Throngs of people are expected
from a wide area to witness this
unusual production, with its 500
actors headed by Byrd himself in
the leading role. Various scenes
ate being handled by different
schouls of the county, Byrd, as the

i r. means to have the entire

gram wove rapidly, without lags
or delays, (rom beginuing (o end
in two and a half hours,

Besides the stage proper, there
Will be a side fountain, The action
In 17 seenes of three minutes each
will switeh from the stage to the
fountain. thus permitting quick
changes of backdrops for the va-
ried scenes under the overall back-
ground of the histoiie Duplin court-
house.

Eight bandsome drops for these
secnes are being painted, 20 by 30
feet in slzs, by Corwin 8. Rife, who
obtained a leave of absence from
hi§ dutles as technical director of
the Dock Street Theatre in Charles-
ton, 8. C., in exder to serve as tech-
nical director for “The Duplin Sto-

Since 1046, Rife has been asscel-

| ated with the famous Dok Stieet

Theatre. Formerly he.was ~ with




