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That tirst meeting in Warrenton
was attended by 143 delegates from
30 counties. The Tird Annual NCEA
Convention, held March 2128, in
Wilmington was attended by gver
4,000 members! From less than 200
membres in 1867 the Association has
expanded to become the largest pro-
fessional organization in North Ca-
rolina, with a memberghip exceed-
ing 27,000, Percentage-wise the
membership ineludes 88 per cent
of the eligible school personnel of
the state, By coincidence the North
Carolina Education Association, a
state afffliate of the NEA, and the
National Education Association are
this year celebrating their 100th
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ﬂ‘?’n‘ Carolina Education Associa-| sne NCEA and its predecessors
e lived through much of North Caro- |
lina's important . The rec-

tional opportunity for all children,
and the throes of depressions. Af-
ter 1861 the annual meetings' were
digecontinued as the agony of the
Civil War gripped the state. So
oleak was the picture during these
dark days that the Association It-
self was abendoned.

It was pot until 1883 that Eugene
G, Harrell, publisher of The North
Carolina Teacher, suggested the or-
rapization of a ‘Teacher's Chatau-
aua,' From this suggesiion a meet-
ing was held in Haywood County in
ibsd and the history of the NCEA
has continued uninterrupted since
that date and that meeting.

The North Carolina Education As-
sociation has attracted attention
many times, Much of the atlention
hag been focused on Issues con-
cerning teacher - welfare, Today
the initials ‘'NCEA' are linked by
many with matters of teacher gal-
ary, clericdl assistance, retroactive

| pay, reduced teacher load, extenced
term and other similar issues deal-
! ing with public education.

While thege goals are important
issues being sought by the NCEA
they are actually only parts of the
objectives of the organization, The

two stated objectives of the NCEA
aré :(1) The advancement of the
caugse of education in Worth Caro-
lina, and (2) the professional im-
provement of its members,” Though
many NCEA functions constantly
seek these objectives, usually the
controversial

subject of salary is

1 ‘A Century of
Progress through Education,’ points
out not only past achlevements, but
serves as a prediction of the role
of education in the next one hund-
red years. Schools may not have
degks jn 2067; they may have indi-
vidually air condiiloned versions of
isolation booths. Electronic, atomic
charged indlvidual writing pads
may score tesls in the future; autg-
matically record the resulis in &
master file; compute the pupil's
| grade in accordance with his pre-
| determined ablility; print his report
card; and not only specify the pu-
pil's future vocation, but preajct
his life time earnings and contri-
butions to society. Though thege in-
novations may become reality in
our public schools during the next
cenfury, it is difficult to imagine
a substitute for good teachers or
for public education,

In this centennlal year the 27-
000 NCEA members point with pride
to some af the outstanding accom-
plishments in which the NCEA has
served as a leader and of which
it rightfully claims a considerable
share of the credit, Some of these
achievements: the 8th month; the
12t year; improved bus transporta-
tion;  the school health program;
free textbooks for elementary chil-
<ren new concepts for school con-
struction some reduction of class
size high professional qualifications
for teachers the establishment of
the Retirement System in 1841 and
liberalization of the system in 1047;
an umendment to the State Consti-
tution safeguarding the retirement
fund; and leaderghip in the organi-

of greatest publie interest,

Puhlie intergat in the legislative

program of the NCEA has also serv-

zation of the United Forees for Ed-
ucation groups in the State.
Many of these achlevements were,
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at the time of their conception, von-
sidered radical and too far sight-
ed, Many of the goals of the NCEA
could never be accomplished If the
Headquarters Staff in Raleigh were
not free from entangling alliances
and ties with other groups in the
State, Members of Lthe Headguart-
ers Staff answer to no legal agen-
cy, nor do they or the 27,000 mem-
bers serve in a political' capacity
The elected leaders and staff an-
swer only to the membership,
thereby giving them a peculiar free-
dom in legislative and political
matters at the very door-step of
the Capitol,

Perhaps it is a paradox with edu-
cators that attacks and criticisms
fall into two conflicting areas, The
first area centers around charges

Dry Spell, Winds
Brings Fire Danger
Says Industry Man

Danger of forest wildfires from
Epring drought and  high winds
Drought & warning today that North

Catounians should Use gxtieme
caulion with fire in or near the
woods

Roecent beneficial voins have eur-
bed Lhe dunger somewhal, accor -
ing to Carr Gibson of Lumberton,
chairman of the North Carplina Fo-
rest Industries Committee, DBut he

that school - people are slow to
change, siow to accepl new |dpas,|
and hesitant to look ahead and ex-
periment, The second area of cri-
ticism contradicts the first, for in
this area the same persons may
charge that schools are too modern,
that teachers ‘don’t teach the good
old way," and that schools have
given up everything good in the
past for new fangled ideas and me-
thods that don't educate children
at all,

Ineluded in the last group of
charges is the charge by some folks
that teachers aren’'t concerned with
the welfare of the child. NCEA
leaders have only one answer for
such thoughtless charges. ‘If the
gopd teachers of North Carolina
were not dedicated to their task
and if they were not concerned
with the welfare of chiliren, then
they would nave long ago left the
prolession for better - paying, more
secure positions’
It is this dedication Mo the chil-
dren of MNorth Carolina which
prompts teachers to join the NCEA
Teachers readily admit the Associn-
tion seeks teacher welfare, but they
are quick to point out that this goul
is nut the primary goal, The first
goal 15 professional improvement,
Much of the work of the Associa-
tion directs itself toward thig im-
provement, A glance at the com-
mitteey vividly points this out, The
Professional  Services Committee
serves to maintain and improve
teacher prepuaration and profession-
al stundards; the Board of Editors
seeks excellence In the quality of
the publications on a high profes-
sional basis; the Ethies Committee
strives Lo maintain a striet code of
e¢thics for all members of the teach-

ing profession; the FTA College and
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said a few days aof spring winds
cuuld ecreate a dangerous condition
before green growth overtakes in-
flammable vegelation

‘The timiber crop is so imporiant
that North Carolina cannot afford
to laose il sdid Gibsun, whose in-
dustry commitlee sponsors the

High Scheool Advisory Committea
assists in planning and carrying out
the program of these groups and
promotes recruitment of qualified
young students. In recognition of
NCEA efforts during 1956, North
Carolina was named the Banner
State in FTA waork for that year.
The NCEA-PTA Committee seeks
the common objectives of bolh or-
ganizations; the Sccholarghip and
Student Loidn Tommittee provides
scholarships and loans to deserving
young peaple planning to enter the
teaching profession; and other com-
mittees and commissions continual-
ly study and evaluate the NCEA
and the publie schools and suggest
varipus methods fon improvement

Structurally the NCEA begins
with the individual member and
the local unit. The NCEA local unit
is the basic group and today there
are 181 such units, Each local upit
elects officers and functions with
committecs similar to those of the
state level Local units to the An-
nual Delegate Assembly an officia’
delegate for cach 10 members, 4n
there the delegates formulate palis
cies and carry on the business of
the Assoctation.

Between sessions of the Delegate
Assembly the NCEA Board of Di
rectors contucts business within the
framework of policies as outhned
by the delegates, The Board is com-
prised of 11 members; one {rom
each of six districts, the president,
vice president, immediate past pre-
sident. NEA Director, State Super-
intencent of Public Instruction; and
the execulive scoretlary
seoretary to the Board.

Looking back over the 100 years
between 1837 and 1857 such namoes
ag Calvin H, Wiley, Churles Dun-
ecan Melvop, J. Y, Joyner, Charles
B, Ayrock, and Dr, Clyde A, Er-
win stand out as leaders in the acti-
vities of the Association, Many oth-
ers have contributed greatly to edu-
entional progress of the Tarheel
State; many others will contribute
greatly Lo educational progress in
the next 100 years. To such individ-
uals the citizens of North Carolina
shpuld pay tribute, but in this Cen-
tennial Year of the North Carolina
E ucation Assoclation tribuole
should be paid to the theusunds of
namelegs members of the Loaching
profession who by their collective
eflorts have brought to phss A

Century of Progress Through Edu-
cation.’
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orth Caroling Tree Fiarm program
‘AL owits pointed out during the

nther lindowners depend on their
timber crops or income, the chaiy-

overnor s conferenee an e pre- Dman sad, and  sawmills, pulp apd
sentiony last fall, North Curolina’s paper mills. along with other fer-
inrpsts are puw so fmportant thatl [est ndustries, must have wood as

iy =uroous outheenk woult erip- v aw misterial for their operations,
Dl the ceonomy o1 the entire state,” | "The Importanee of the wood-mge
[this I wstey moan saie Ing Industry is execeeced in import-
mly by lobacco and textiles

| e pointed o the disastrous blaz- [anee /
s which swepl the Coastal Plagns 'in Nopth Caroling’s economy,’ sad

f
[ romion in the spring ot Woo o stress | Gibsan, “We must keep North Cawe
The foct that  sprimg is the worst {olini green. Trees as a crop mesm
Lo of the year for forest [res a pregular income as long as they

Hundieds of smail LGirmeps and  are protected and harvested wisely.”
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