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tenticus, oyelug him strangeiy.

"I, don't belleve it!"
screamed, eghast. I won't belleve 1t
You're lylng to me, you jade! You're
lying—*

“I am not,” ghe broke In coldly, *1
am telling you tho plain truth ., .
They ‘followed us all morning in that

red racer, firlog at us all the while, |

Fipally they caught up with us here,
about noon—came up this road shoot-
ing over tho windshield. It was our
lives or theirs. We turned the hydrau-
lle stream on them and washed the ear
over the ¢lff. If you don't belleve
me, get somebody to show you thelir
faces,”

Bhe Indicated with & gesture two
forms that lay ot a little _distance

" back from the roadside, motionless
beneath a shect of canvas—the bodies
of Trine's creatures, recovered by the
mining gang and brought up for' a
Christian burial, —

But Trine required no more confirm-
ation of Judith’s word. The %ight
fickered angd died In his cvil old eyes;
his stricken countenance nssumed =
hue of palior even more Intense than
was normal with it; a broken curse
asuod from ‘his bilng, thin, old
lps; and his chin sagged to his chest,
heavy-welghted witi despalr that fol-
lowed realization of the fact that he
no owned cven one friend or
creafure udpen uhm comsclenpeless
loyalty he might depend.

The last bitter drop (hat brimmed

his cop of micery was added when
Alat Law himsell appeared, leaving
the miners’ cabln in pany with
his betrothed—Rose now scothed and
comforted, emiling through the traces
of Ner recent tears ns she elung to
her jover, nestling in the hollow of
his arm. /
. To Alan, on the “other !m:d, this
rencontre seemed to afford nothing
but.the pleasantest mrwiu imagin-
able.

"Well!” he cried, nk.uhls Rose
and running down to the car.. “Hepe's
tm:h! And.at the very moment when
1 was imy ‘Tucky star ' hard
names! Haw can I ever reward your
U ughtfulness, Mr. Trige? 1t beats
me lww you do i.u

1 Lighthlng KIS Teine: and ‘Strikes OownAtaa and Noc, .

way—bappening along o (e every
“time 1 n car the worst way In
the wonjd! :
v . “Drive on!” Trine screamed to the
chanffcur. "Dﬂn on, 45 you hear?’
Emt :uduhhdmnoduum
whm and 'was eyelng -the
coldly, with one hand sigmif-

o8 on the buft of the

lthulﬁn.mm_ruulud'

the old wan

through hoer lover's  protestationst
Judith lost in prefoundest melangholy;
Trine nursing his rage, working him-
self up Into & eilent fury whosé conse-
quences wero o be more farreaching
than even he dreamed- 1o hin wildest
momenis. "

lis first development, for all I-Eli_..
was desperate enough.

The nged i led the
wight-hand corner of thl mr l-t-
Thus his one alle Langd’ was ‘next to,
Judith, in close juxtaposilipn. ;n the
revolver In the holster on her nip.

Without the least warning his Jeft
hand closed upon the “weapon, with-

Alnti's head,

As he pulled the trigger Judith flung
hersell bodlly upon thé' arm.,

Even #o, the laall_ﬁl found .a goal,
though In another than the Inteénded
victlm. The muscular forearm of tha
JChauffeur recelved it,

With a sbriek of pain the man re-
leased the wheel and grasped his
arm.

Before Alan coun‘l move Io prevent
the dlsaster the car, running without
& gulding hand, earomed off a low
embankment to the left and shot full
tilit into a shallow ditch on the right,
shelling its passengers llke peas from
a broken pod,

Alan catapulteq a good twenty feet
through the alr and alighted with
such force .that he lay stunned for
several moments,

When he came to, he found Barcus
|_helping him his foet; a heavy sev-
cn-passenger g 1=
roadway (ndicated the manuner ino which
his- friend -had arrived on the scene
of the accldept. '’

When damuges were assessed it
was found that'none of the party had
suffered but the chauffeur
and Benecs Trine himself The former
had only his woumd 1o show however,
while Trind lay stlll and senseless @t
a very considerable distance from the
wrecked automoblle,

Nothing but a banly pe:mﬁbla
respiration and intermittently futter-
ing pulse 'persuaded “them that the
flame of lite was not extinet in’ uut.
poor, old, palo-racked body. !

CHAPTER l.lll.

The Last Trump, ]

Toward the evening of the third
day following the motor spill, Judith
sat in the deeply recewsed window of
& belichamber on the second floor of
a hotel situated in the Heart of Call-
fornla's orapge-growlng Iabds,

Behind her Seneca Trine 'sat, ap-
parently uhep, ina vhuloﬂ invnlld
chair.

There was no occupant of.the room.

.Though he had lain nearly two
dAn in conts, her faiber's bnqnem

'-“.ra
progress toward recoveyy of his nea~|
mal stalo had bevn rapid. ‘' Now, he
cording to » eopupell of surgeops and
physicians’ who had' boefi summotied
to dcliberate on his case, he wes In-
a falr way. fo round out the AVETRES:
kpan of & FoUndg-man's lifetime.
had apparentiy( suffered nothing'

drew it and levelad it at the back of !’

consequencp . of - his mlu-t
serfous  than' .

| ‘thann and women, the nﬂl
1y the
u b
< ahother ten’ mlmlﬂ

loved with all, her ‘bod
would be the i;'albni ol'u

8he had’ told liorself ‘she I'Il e
slgned; but she was not, and she
would never be. Ier heart wis break

m;mherhmummm

walehlng, waiting, *“Nstening- to  the
over heavier detonstions of tho

hlw-lut Mallu!: ofa 5;-! WIll aoq

Tlt. hlll Lold hr'rlel.l ﬂl.t. w
resigned, - sho coyld not; bear 1o wite'
ness {he ceremony. - Now as the mo- .
ment. drew: near when the
would be @ thing finished,
_brretrievable, sbe -found' herself
#ble to endure tha striin alone.;,

Blowly, against Dbegwiil, she rose,
and stole scross u:d !hnr 1o hér fa.
ther's chalr,

Hi» bredthing was ;Inv l.m! regu-
lar; beyond. doubt ho alept; ungues-
tlonably there was no reason’'why she
should ndt leave him for toh Minutes;
even though he waked It -could not
harm him to await her return at the
end of (hat scant period.

Ltka a guilty thiug,on feet as nnln- :

less as any snealk tilel's, she crept]
irom the room, ¢ ‘the dopr. sl-
lently, ran down _hall ‘and " de-
scended by o back way, s lllﬂomed
stafrease, o the lower hall, lutmch
ing the sceme-of thé marriago.
Constructed in imitation of an: old

wmtﬁl&%
ove of the Anest organs in the world;

at this close rangeiits deep-throated
tones vied with the n.mlm of the
Stopm. ° Jyaith; lurking | passaje
sray whos? cpen . doof revealed the
lizs gteps and: chitncel, 'was ishaken
to the very marrow of lﬂﬂalu by
the majestie n‘nr 8 of tbo
muste.

Slucs they Ked® t_utlnu contact
with etvilization In a soction of the’
country where the Law ‘estate had’

vifst holdings of lund; the ghapel; was |

‘thronged with men and \omes whb
had known Alan's tathtr M wiqhu
to honor his son. . ...
- _Above stairs, in tha mm: Julrll

had - quitted, Seneca Trin ot{]wl

both eyes wide and.la o silent | makes
Jaugh of savage trinmph when the |
‘daughiter. A

door closed behind
AL Tast he was ) his-own de-
vices—and at a time most fitting
Imaginable for whal he had. in mind.
With, a: grin, Sentca - ralsed
both arms and nmhea duh “wile

apart. * . ? 48

Then, lml?lu “the . armis of ‘his
chalr, he lifted binmwell from it and
stood trembling upon his own teet for
the first tinse In slmost twenty years.

Grasp'ug the batk of the wheeléd

chalr, ho used It gi & érliten w-ﬂd '

h'5 f2-%% and -‘“:tt:!u-m:\- mentas
ot . these beeumo s 'omenln'lt:r
ttm.' and more*

#ccrot mmsuspected oven thy the ate]

tending surgeen; - thsf through ihe
‘motor accldent threo days ago he had
.regalned the .jise -of - Humbs that b

‘beah stricken mot rangely,
enough,. by a motor.
decades si

Blowly uL saraly |

ued&lngoflhnw ( )
@] As he foll the’ bolt “m;u
dowh--Alan .

qiq;nurlr two| the

fog to the}:

cu'uck two others:
who - l-p‘?-i
.3 CHAF'I'IH UV- {

:' ‘\nn.,
Antn three days

‘and’ the woman
nmtn hls wife.

ag- [ dith, returning from
-| pregching thunderstorim -nd to ‘the

neral of her father
Jier mourping for
more sulted to
:“.‘m e
o

charge of Alan,
Tle remained -us b M oen

eince: the falling of the: um 4

| In- ebsolute coma. v

llcd-—ruug soofi pegal
l\amh‘r-bd“ l!l-
prayed
“When s
a thp uppn |
Tom Iurcnl nnd
her Into- the ‘reckss of ths - window,
whers * they v-gonversed In
tones in spite of the fact

gmm

: the

" not possibly have heard them
“I'vo.come. tn
Barcus’ panounced ng:.
swkwardness, “I'ge |
thres dan—-mw ninen: reddin;
In fact—and Jeoiit 4t to yself, not
knowing, '\rhalhr 1 dnght to tell you
yet or not™

He paused, .qdpg her nmulnlr.
unhappily. ¥

him :.-a]mgr 3 e
“You're' nothb’

leélltc

Jilled by. l.!l-l'“ 11
“MWhat do you'
“T mean;” he p

T mugt I. tiin ¥y
ito edme-—AH ul

‘him to Jersey Cig', and

‘married by m .

,dehl--aml

‘atithe Cﬁilul
DREy?™

‘hunnu I the’ roqwt, - _'_'"q.eaud one | ‘pa

id  drawers -and

.lheh:d n slrlj;ht.
Bolrie to the dm )

“gut some- |’
ﬁs ko had, nthout Bt kuowledse, |
Judith put. away tlm whitc she g

mw"'

subject of their, mahmtunom could |

Dut he lved, uu-n?' lh!bhm 'f =
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