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ers of the Carolinas began exchang-
ing their golden weed for crisp green-
backs yesterday as the sales season
opened on the 16 markets of the
Border Belt with a price average of
approximately $44.50 per hundred
pounds.

Opening sales were reganded as
considerably better than in 1944
both in regard to price and volume.
The opening day average last year
was $43.12, while the opeming in
1943 was $41.23,

Sales began yesterday on seven
markets in North Carolina and nine
in South Carolina. Although ~the
opening was a week earlier than
last year, when a fruitless effort to
obtain a higher OPA ceiling was
made, the volume was reported to
be considerably larger than that of
the 1944 opening. Farmers general-

. ly reported that the crop of 1945
was about three weeks earlier than
the erop last year.

Higher Ceiling.

The ceiling of $44.50 per hundred
in effect this year is $1 higher than
the ceiling in effect last year. A
number of growers offering tobacco
on the North Carolina markets of
the belt yesterday expressed the
opinion that the increased ceiling
price reflected the approximate
boost in the opening averages,
while others thought the increase
yesterday was more than the OPA
allowance . The growers generally
were well-pleased with the open-
ing day prices. Very few notes of
dissatisfaction were heard, and few
tags were turned.

Common Leaf Sells High.

A large volume of common to-
bacco was offered yesterday, and as
in the opening last year growers
and tobacconists commented at
length concerning the wvery slight
variance in price between common
and good tobacco. Much of the to-
bacco marketed yesterday at high
prices would hardly have been con-
sidered worth selling in prewar years.

The U. S. Department of Agricul-
ture, the N. C. Department of Agri-
culture and the S. C. Department of
Agriculture, in a combined report,
said the opening prices
were $1 to $4 per hundred:
than the opening last year. The re-
port revealed that best _
showed an advance of $11, aver-
aging $37. Bulk sales ranged from
844 to $46, with a few lots selling
up to $48. The lowest price report-
ed was $22 for poorest thin nonde-

+seript. There was a larger propor-

Raleigh, Aug. 2.—Tobacco Fm—

‘pation. .

escape bomb Lp
Momentous “Big Three’ conference]

ends at Potsdam and ldng-awaited
statement will be released today.
President Truman flies to England
Thursday to meet King George. - -
= Former G-Man Melvin Purvis is re-
vealed to be helping in hunt for war)
criminals in Germany.

Pierre Laval is placed in Paris pris-
on to await trial as traitor.

Letter of Admiral Leshy is pre-
sented in defense of Marshal Petain.

Army's new P-80 “Shooting Stax"
flies from Dayton to New York at
speed of more than 500 miles per
hour.

Churchill Meves Out .

London, July 31.—Winston Church~
ill today moved out of No. 10 Down-
ing Street, resident of Britain's Prime
Ministers, after five years of oecu-

The war premier, whose party was
defeated in the July 5 general elec-
tions, went to spend a few days at
his country house at Westerhaven

Kent, his secretary  said, mdwu_

feeling “quite, fit and well.”

Give Release

“To Roosevelt}:

Will Retire From Army
Air Foree On August
the 15th

Washington, Aug. 1.—Brig. Gen]
Elliott Roosevelt will return to eivil-

Preparations: were being-made to
set up Yemporary _hésdquarters for
those offices closedl above the T6th
floor, Offices of the National Cath-
lolic - Welfare Coumcil, where the
plane struck, were closed, as was the
Workmen continued to clear away
rubble at the secene of the crash.

An Army board of injuiry check-
ed the wreckage on the 79th floor
of the building—918 feet above Fifth
Avenue—for causes of the specta-
cular crash.

Army officials made no definite
statement regarding damage to the
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engined “Bjlly Mitchell” bomber
bound for the Newark, N. J., air-
port.

The three men were Lt. Col. Wil-

ff

As they moved through the clos-

ing diplomatic formalities, a fleet|.
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