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E74d 45 Powerlul BOIL, T8 We odBl1d | Shofts” Tl Tiohnée, Lfadly: under fy Sothds. The Boor retber esrions pe
mwlu-tho-r lmpnpltd-t'hhhudﬂpﬂn:!hm, . my Mgmmm s s guldasce.” .;“l&h ' g
it. The kay being turned. however, | advice and drive down tn tbe station to | Balod foot—elear, well osd, per-  “It was & pless of vory simple tes- T hope bedore
the Bole waa not entirely elosed. Sher | report the matter to the polics. Offer | feetly formed, but scaree half the size seming.” duoce you to ‘hﬂd
lock Holmea bent down to I, snd in Y0 aasist them in overy way. Wa shall | of ihose of au ordivary mes. *Oh., eoms. now, come! Never be with you, Watesm®
Stastly ross agein with a sharp intak- | walt here unti) your return.” “Holmea® 1 suil. in » whisper, “s sshemed toown up. But what b all He lod me ocut o the hew
jug of the breath, The little man obeyed In a halfs | ¢hild has dome this horrid thing, this? Bad business! Bad business!  paair. "nu:-ll

bo smid, “has w mther

“There ls romething dovilish In this, | stupvfied fushion, and we beard him | He had recovered his self-possession Btern facts bers—ao room for theories.
Wataon,” sald he, more moved thaa | stumbling down the stairs In the dark,  In an instant T was How

for Inoky that | tobsoutnd aight erigina)
had ever before swen him. “What do — the momaont,” be said, “but the lh'u Nerwood over easel [ was ad ,n-'w‘v."h
you make of it¥ CHAPTCR VL Is quite mataral. My memory fu the station when the message arrived. “1 have boen thinking
I stooped 10 the and recolled In | SUENLOCK BOLMRS GIvig A DEMONSTRA: me. or | sbould have bosn able to fore What d'yon think tbe man died of?™ owered, "ll-h n?
horror. Mooalight was streaming Into ) Tinx, tllit. There ls oothing more to Be Ok iz s cnsp forme to  Morvtan should remein in this
the room, and It was bright with & “Now, Watson,” said Holmes. rub Icarned hers. Let ue go down.™ &-hmr,wmm. honse,” ) ik
vague and shifty radlance. Lookiog :u hulhndal. “we l-v:.l-ulubo: "Whm- yo::’_thrwy. then. s to "K&n Still. wo pan't demy that “No. You must essovt hiaw b
straight at me, und soapeoded, as It ourselv.s. [et us muke good use those mar sslced, cageriy, the oail on head sometimes. lives with
were, in the alr, for all beneath waa in [ /% My ocsse fs, as | heve told you, when we had rogained the lower room g.r-l no-h?‘l.t o
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shadow, there hung & face—the very | 8lmowi complete; but we must nol err | omce more. & millios missiag
“Ob, Mr. Thaddens, alr, | am soplad 1200 of our companion Thaddcus | o0 the side of averwonfidence. Blnp!-| “My dear Watson, try a little snsly: How was the window?™
you have comel | Im’” glad you There was the same lhigh, shinlng | 8% the cose scems now, thare may be . sla yourself,” sald bo. with @ touch of
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THE TRAGEDY OF PONDICTIRENAT LODOR ]

“Fastoned;: but there mre steps o s

It was nearly eloven a'clock when we | l,uve came, Mr Thaddeus, air!® We DPo8d, the samo clreular Lristle of red Wlﬂﬂwi“dﬂwr underlylng it.” impotience. “You koow my methods. the sfll™ "
reached this final stage of our vight's | heard her reitorsted rejolelogs upul DAY e wamo bloodless countenanee. .:Blmplr!.'.‘lvjnnlgud. Apply thom. and it will be instrustive  “\Vell. well, if it was fastened the rest.
adventuren. Wo had left the dump fog | the door was clusod and her yoles died TD® fuotores were set. howover, ln a Barely." sald be, with something of 0 compare resulta.” h steps could bave notblag to do with
of the great city behind us, and the awuy lotw s muled monotune. borrible smile, 8 8xcd und unnstaral | the air of a clinicul professor expound- “1 cannol mulv: soything which the matter. Thats ocommon sense. the
night was fairly fine. A werw wind | Our guide Lad loft us tho lsotern. &TiD. Wwhich In thut still and moonlit | 0 10 his class  *Jugt sit in the cor- | will cover the fucts™ 1 anawered. « Mao might have dicd in » fit: bet them my
blew from the westward. ond heary | flolmew swuog It slowly round. snd FOOM Was more jarring o the nerves | Der there, that your footprinta may oot | "It will be clear enough to you soon,” the Jocrels wre misalng. Thavo .  slewmge
alouds moved alowly suross the aky. | pecred keenly st tha bouse. and st tng Uhanany senwl or contorton. Bo like | somplicateo maticrs. Now to work. [n | be sald. In an off-band way. *I thisk sheory, oo
with balf a moon peeplug vecaslonally was the face to that of our Uity friend | the fimt place, how did these folks . thai thore Is nothing else of impor ai timea
through the rifta It was clesr ecough ; 53 ' that [ looked round wi him 1o meke | Some, and how Jid thoy go? The door | tonce bers.
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10 see for somo distance, but Thaddeas
* Bholio took down one of tha akle-lamps
from the carriage togive us a botter
light upon our way.

, #ure that he was Indoed with us. Then | bas not boen opened since Jast night
I recalled to mind that he bod men. | How of the window?" [e earried the
tioned to us thet his ULruther snd be | lamp serosa to (L, muttering bls obser
were twina vatlons sloud the while, but address

The
Poodlcherry lodge stood In its owp *“This {s terrible™ | sald to Holmea | In  them to himscl! ratlher thoso to me. Sholto wal
| grounds, and was girt roand with » “What in 10 be done? "\!hdnw is sniLbed og the loner alde. Dow’s that?
’ very high stone wall topped with *“The door must come down,” be nn- | Frumework s solil § No hinges at Lhe “On
broken glasa A single narrew froo- swered, and, springing agalnst it he (slde. Letns open I Ko water pips siderately
| clamped door formed the only moaos putall his weight mpon the luck. It | pear. Roof quitecut of reseh. Yetn man on the
'. of entrance. On this our guile knocked arocked and groaned, but did not yicld, | has moantod by the window. It ralned “Huml
| with a pecullar postman-like rat-tat Together we Ouog curselves upom It | 8 lttle last night.  Here s the print of -
“Who s there™ cried a gruff voloe onos more, and this time it gave way | 8 mold upou the alil. And bere s This
from within. with & sndden snap, and we found our | ¢lronlar muddy marly, and here sgain brother;
“Itia [, MeMurdo Yousurely know selves within Hartholomew Bholto's | pon tho floor, and hers again by the we koow
kmock by this time." chamber. table. Bee here, \Vataon! This lsre lewels
-i'h.r"lllﬂuﬂbun'“nd aod a it appeared w0 have boen fitted up aa | 8lly & very pretty demonstration.™ know.
clacking and jorring of keya The & chemical labaratory. A domble loe I locked at round, well-defined the time
door swung hearily back. and a sbort, of glass-stoppered bottles was drawn | muddy dises  “Thag I not & foot kad mot
deep-ehested man stood In Lbe opening up upon the wall oppusite the door, | mark.” mid L evident)
wlrt.h- yollow light of the lantern and the table was littered over with "It s something much more valuable mind,
shiniag spon his protrudod face aud Bunsen burnars, test tubes and retorta | 0 ua. It is the hinprogaion of 8 wooden AL tractive.
twinkling, distrusifal eyes. EE SELD UP THE LaNTERX In the corners stood carboya of scid in | samp.  You seo here on thenill lathe | WG g 7 3.
“That you, Mr. Th as? Buot who wicker baskets. Onc of thoso appearcd | boot mark, & heavy boot with & broad _ = . g -
are the others? [ bad po orders sbout | great rubbish heaps which cumbered | 0 leak or to have boen Lroken, for s metal lisel, aud bealde {4 I the mark of | gx NELD Duwk TE LaMP TO TES TLOeR. | *You sre not
them from my mastor ™ the grounds. Misa Morstansnd | stood | Stream of dark-colored liquid had | the Umber-toe. " hi h the facte
*No, MoMurdo? Youu surpriso me! | | togethier, and ber hand was in mine. A | trickled out from it. and thealr was | It i the wooden-legged men. w l'::;lt n lens n&: tape mess | Lot ior of
told my brother last night thai | | wondrous subtle thing ls love, for hore | hosvy with & peounllarly pungent tar “Quiteso. Uut therp has been some | Ure. urried about room on his v
should bring some fricads ™ were wo twu who had pever seen oach | Like odor. A set of steps stond st one | 090 else—a very alle and efficleat slly. :lﬂl;ﬂﬂrhl. comparing, examin- k
“He hain't been out o his room 16 | uther before that day, botween whom | side of the room, In the midst of a lit- | Could yoa scale thut wapll, dostor? : ®, with his long thin nose caly a few the |
day. Mr. Thaddeus. and I have eo or | no word or even look of affsction had | ter of lath aod plaster. snd sbove | | looked out of \me window. “h“"lﬁ“ the ‘::““-“‘ hu:.m see it, :
ders. You know very well tiat | masy | over passcd, und yet now In an hour of | them there was an opening In the defl- | The moon still shons yon that :';“m '8.: :-u Mﬂhm Shine .
stick 1o regulations | can let you ta. | trouble our hands instinctivoly sought | Ing laryke enough for & man to pam | 85gle of the house, W-M'm o I EWEEE, m“ "‘”"‘3“ instrument.
but your friends they must just stop | tor esch other. | have marveled at |t | throngh. At the fuot of Lhe steps s | Bixty foot frum the and, ere his movements, like those of a your )
where thoy are.” since, but at the time it seemed the | lomg coll of rope was thrown carclessly | where I would, I could wes B0 foothold, '“’""’&m“““” "“'“"u pleking out & | “ucongrmey _
This was an unexpectod obstacle | most natural thing that | should go | together. Dor 8 much 88 crevies in the brick- :-' ble oo dmh:“ thiak '.:“ the fat dotestive, . “House -
Thaddeus Bbolto looked about bim Ip | unt W her 20, and, 8s ahe has often told By tha table, in & wooden srm-chalr, terrible erimin would

work. 7% | ta fall of Indlan
. : - . | made bad he turnad his and
& perplexed sod helpless maoner | me, there was In her also Lhe instinct | the master of the house was neated all It Is sbeolutely impossidle.” Ian trought this up, and if this splinter be
**This is 100 bad of you, MecMuordol” he | to turn to me for comfort and protec- | in a beap, with his bead sunk upon his "'ﬂ"‘l qm-i”m%hﬁ: polsonous Thaddeus as weoll have
sald. “lf | guarsntee them, that is | tion. S0 we stwod hand in hand, like | loft shoulder, and that ghastly, inscrut ‘Without ald it 1s go. But suppose hunted abowd, e ds made murderous use d&.n’oﬁu
enough for you There luthe young | two children. and thers was pesco m | 8ble amile upon his face. He wan stift | you had & friend up hare who lowered himse)? .Ind fina :?L,m - is soms hoows-pocus—
lady, too. Bho cannot wait on the pub | var bearts fur all the dark things that | 8Dd cold, wnd had clearly been dead | you this goud, stovt rops Which 1 sce . o
Lo road st this hour." surroonded us many hours. 1t toemed to me that not | 10 the corner, securing age end o “We are certainly tn luck,” said he.
“Very sorry, Mr. Thaddeun,” sald the “What a strange 2‘“.'- ahe said, | only his featurcs but all hislimba were | this great hovk in the well Them, [ “Wa ougbt to ha Little bla
Amezorably. “Fulk may be | lodking around. ' twisted and taroed in the most fan. | think, If you ware as sctive man, you e O bt e i o
e He e bt arisada s | 1t looks as though all the moles lan | tastls fashion. Dy Lis band sprn the | Might swarm up, wosden leg and'all. | Sow. KumberOne

ibe masters He pays me well to do | Eogland had been Jet loces In It. [ | table thero lay & peonliar imcirument, | You would depart. of coure, io the R ‘m.}.ﬂﬂ
my duty, saad my duty I'll do. | dun" | have seen something of the sort on the | —8 brown, eloss-yraized stick, with s |samas fashion, aad your ally would At “‘m“d“"ﬁ‘ T
kpow pone o' your fricnda ™ side of a hill ncar Ballarat, where the | 5tono head like a hammer, mdely | draw up the rops, untle it from the '.n. h: evil-umells
yos, you do, McMurdo,” cried | prospoctors had boen at worlk.” lashed on with coarse twine. DBeside it | hook. shut the window.snibit on the h‘“..‘ g, 4 bu:nuuhul..
Bherlock Holmes. genlally *l don't| “And from the same cause,” said | ™88 & torm shost of mote paper with | inside, and ges away 1o the way that Wi m“,.'«',""“!‘““‘""’""
think you can have forgotten me | Holmes '“These are the Lraces of | 80me words sorawled upon It Holmes | be originally eame. AS & minar point, it — ‘u -
Don't you remomber the amatour who | tr kers. You must remsmber | @lanesd at it, and then handed It to me. | may be noted.” he cootinued, fingering '::.-“'1 Tove 590 hian, Sat's all,
fought three rounds with you st Ali- | that they were six years looking for it *Vou nce,” he sald. with & significant | the rope, “that our Woodea-legged -ulll thas &
Son's rooms oa Lhe night of your Leue- | No wonder that the ground looks like | Taising of the ayebrowa friand, though s fair ellmber, was not Syaiv S

At four vears back? s yravolplt” Iu the light of the lantern I read, | ® professional milor. [is hands were | 118 pack caa wack a
“Not Mr. Bharlock Holmes™ roared At Lhat moment the door burst open, | with a th:ul of horror: *“The sign of | 87 from horny. My lens disgloses | Beros a shire, how h:.::ll’ubny-
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the prise fighter. “God's truthl how | and Thaddess Sholto ceme runn the four. more than ome blood Mmark, especlally | trained hound follow pungeat & In the splnion of many '
ocould 1 .u‘g‘-: mlstook you? If instsnd | out. with his hands thrown hrw::: “In God's oame, what does It al] | townrd the end of the roDe, from which | Smell as thie? It sonnds Like & vam in uut fur distant whee this :
© standin’ there 8o quiot you had jut | acd terror in his ayes mean® | asked. I gather that he alipped down with ; She rule of thres. The answer should Lie theuirs of grest Mining

stepped upand given me that croas hit | “There is something amiss with Bar *'It means murder,” sald hs, stooping | ¥uch velocity that be took the sicin of | €ive us the— Lut halloo! here are “: Mm-. [

of yours mﬁ:r the jaw, I'd ha’ known | tholomew!™ he orled. *| am fright- | over the dead man. “Ah, [ expected it | Bis hands.* . sooredited repressntatives of the law. from infls fa =
yomu without & question. Ah, you're | enodl My nerves cannot stand it." He “This in all very well” mlg 1, “but lisavy steps nnd the clamor of lond bint it cannot be mived

one that has wosted your gifts, yon | was, indeed, balf-blubbering with fear, . the thing becnmes movo uniatelligible win-.m sudible from below, and wbaralsd from Lhe

have! You might have aimod bigh. #f | and his twitshing, feeble face. peeping than ever. How sbout this mystorions ( the ball door shut with & lond erash, frval ouat.  Men ave

you bad joined tho fancy.” out from the grest Astrakban oollar,

*You ses, Walson, i all elsc fails me | had the helpless, sppealing expression
1 have stil) one of the scientific profes | of a tarrified ohild

sions open to me," sald Holmes, laugh: “Comu Into the house,” sald [olmes,
m. “Crur friend won't keop na out o | In his orisp. fBrm way.

cold now, ] am sure.” “Yea, do!™ pleaded Thaddeus Sholto.
“In you coms, #ir, In you come— “1 really do not feel equal to giving Ak
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case froin Lhe regions of the common- ’ muscias are s hard as s bonrd,™

rlm I fancy that this ally breaks | !
resh ground in the aonals B‘l’l,l:rhnoln “Quite so. They are in » state of ax-

you
g yoar e “ ) this Yarallel ecques | reme coutraction, far excoeding the
'. m mm:. bat L‘u"“«."ﬂ We all followed him Into the house- ""‘:"“ '?‘2""" India. and, it tortlon m""&'.!’“‘ Wuu
. vory striot. Had to be oertain of yoar | keeper's room. which stood upon the my Memory sarves me, from Samegam- .d.l.'u., -:..':‘ P ...3
| friends befors | let them In." left-hand side of the passage. The old ble. o -

Inside, » gravel path wound b | womso was pacing op and down with
! desclate grounds toa huge olump of & | o soared look undpnul-n. ploking
| bomss, square and prosals, all planged flagers, but the sight of Miss Morstan
in shadow save whore & moonbeam appsared Lo have a soothing effsct upon

] strock one corper wnd glimmered in & | her.

Erntwhdow. The vast aize of the °°bdbh-ymmtnh facal™

“How eame be, then?™ I reitorated. | Writers oalled it, whateonelmdon would
"“The door la locked. th-;ua"h;,. umummur .
accesaible. Wes it through the ohim- > from some powerful vege
ney ™ - . ble alkalold,” 1 answered—‘soms

“The grate is much 100 amall,” he | strychnine-like substance which wounld
answered. ] had slready gomsllered | Prodmce tetanus.™

flding, with ita gloom and ita deathly | ahe eried, with » hystaricad sob.  ~[4 that possibility.” v e Wi Rt euuret

sllence, stroek & chill to the heart. does me good to see you Oh, but [ "'“"“'”‘3”'"" : ”J.“:em?é."gm““'?.".: s
Even Thaddeus 5holio seemed Ul &t | have beon sorsly tired tls day!™ B byt o 4 T s foam') 0n e M

m:h:-“'l lantern quiversd and rat Our compachon patied her thin, work- | HE WAS STIFF AND OOLD. ng his iy have -

worn hand, and marmured some few
*] camnot understand 1. Look here!™ He pointed to what looked | nated the impomible, whatover re- | Whe aystem. As you saw, | dissoversd
Thes s s Iut.'- hh m m g‘.mm{ l:‘:‘: fike a long. dark thorn stuck In the | mains, howsver lmprobuble, must be | & thorn whioh had been dri
tietly told Baritholomew kst we | other's bloodless cheeks skin just above the ear. the truth? We lmow thai he Al ot | with po great fores lnto
should be hers, and yet thers Is no “Master has looked himsel! In and ‘It looks like m thorn,” said 1. oome through the door, the window, or | You observe that the part struck was
light in his window. | do mot kmow | wil) not answer me. whe explained “It in m thorn. _?wna)pleltl“to‘t. the chimney. We nl80 know that he | thol which wounld be turned towards
what o maks of iL.* “All day | have walted to hear from | DUt be careful, for it ls poisound, oonld not have been concesled In tig | the hals ln the If the man were

“Does ho always guard the premisss | him, for he often likes to be a'one; but 1 took it ap between my finger and To0m, a8 thers |8 no Soncealment pos- | #roet o his chair. Now szamine this
in this way ™ saked llolmes su hourago | fenred thatsomething was thomb. [t cane away from the skin | sible. Whence, then, 414 be come " thern.

“Yea; he has followsd my father's | amiss. 50 | wont up and peeped th 8o readlly that hardly any wark was | “lle came through the hole |nthe | |
oustom. He was the favorile sos, you | the keyhole. You must go up, Mr. loft bohiod. Ome tiny spool of blood | roof,” 1 eried. the light of the lantern. It was long
know. and | somotimes think that my | Thaddens— muat go up and look | *POWSd wore the punsture had bean.
fotbar may have told him more than | for yourself. | bhave sees Mr. Darthol. | “Thi% i all an insoluble mystery to | dome so. If you will Bave the kindness | Bear the poin
bhe evar told me. That s Barthel- | omaw Sholto in joy and ip sarrow for | T 8ald L “Tt grows durksar instesd | to kold the iamp for me. we shall naw | o0
emew's window up there whare the | ten Jong years, but | never saw him ﬂflmr. — extend omr ressarohes to the room | blunt end had
moonshine rtrilkes (L In quite briel | with sueh & face on him as that ™ ‘Ov Lthe contrury,” he answarsd, “it above—the ssorsd room In whioch the wum.m
vms thers is Do light from wishia, I Hherlogk Holmes took the lamp and | 2198rs every instant 1only require a | tressurs was found.” "is this an English thorn?" he asked.
think.” lod the way, for Thaddons 8 fow mising l!ehbhﬂu entirely ﬂ.mudmmﬂ:ud,mﬂn ™ :lgn s not."

“Nome," sald Holmes “Tiut | see | teoth were chattering in his bead. 8o | SODDSELCd case. rafter with either hand. Le rwang ‘With all these data you should be
the glint of & b in that littls win- | Abakeo was he that | had to pass my We '.lld slmnet forgotten our com- | relf up into the Then, lying ou | nble to draw some jost Infsrenes.  Tint
dow beside the door.” hand under his arm as we weat up the | PRIOR's presance sines we sntered the | his -

|uu‘m‘hmmmm “h for his knees were teambll chamber. n‘*ul‘-ulm In the Mmu-hlhlfoudmun. w-’h.ll*.‘-
That ks wheve old Mra. Bornstons sita | wnder him. Twice ss we doorway, the very ploture of tarrer. | The chambur in which we found our- | As
Sbe ean tell neall about it But per | Holmes whipped hin lens out of Uringiag Mie hands sod moaning to | wlvos was abowt lem feet omé way by | been
baps you womld not mind waltlng hers | pookot and carefully examined himsell. Suddenly, over, ha broks | six the other mnu:nmw by | the
for s misute or Wwo, for  we all goln | which appemred to me to be out ldts s sharp, qoerslons ery. the raftors, with thin lath-and.plaster | man (o & Ty
together, and she haa 8o word of our | shupoless smudges of dust upon the The treasure ia gone™ he sald. | betwoen, wo that in Walking oue had | the reom.
coming, sho may bs mlarmed But | cocos-nut matting whish served ms = “They bave robbed Ll of the lruasupg) 10 step from beam to beam. The poof | Methoris, with of very
boah! What ls that? salrearpet. He walked slowly from There in the hole through which we ran np Lo am apox, sad Was evidenily | tvinkling ayea which looked keevly | of the two'

He held up the lantern, and his hand | sop 1o atop. holding the lamp low, and | J0™ered It [ helped him todo it [ | the Innor shel) of the 1rue roof of the | vat from behind wwollen sud pufly | poen lost L llis name, | have
shook until the siroles of light flckered shootiog keen glances lo right and | ™58 the last perxon who mw himl 1 | houss. Tbm'll!"hmlhno!-', pousches. o waa closaly followed by "“T rensom o bolieve, s Jonathan
and wavered all round we. Miss Mor- | loft. Misy Mursian hud remained be- | '@ft him here last night, and [ heard | sort, snd the socumulsted dgas of | s Inspactor in aniform. and by the | mhuall.
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him losk the decr e 1 dow the flooe still palpitating Thaddews Sholto. N setive s i etnatd san
stan seined my wrist, and ws all stood | hind with the frightencd house ] ™ lo as | came B | years loy thiek npon or, - g small. molive, with Ws right ¢
with thamping bearia, stralaing our The third al‘hf“d stalrt ended in a n?‘lu “Here yom m:ﬂ:\ sald Shar- ere’w A b—b-r’“h eried, Ia & |and wenring & wooden stamp which s ) : . i’
sars. From the great blaok house there | straight of some length, with What timo wae that? loek Oolmen, putllﬂfh hand against | mmfled huaky voles. “Here's & pretty | worn awry upoo the inner side. His ' :
sounded through the silemt night the = great piotare In Todian "M"ﬂ- "It waa tean o’alook. And mow he la  the wall “Thialsa trap-door | busimeaa! who are all these? Why. | jofu Lot hax & conrme. square-iosd sole, s
mddest sad most pitiful of sounds— . t of it and thres doors apom the desd and the police will be ealled In whish loads out om%0 the roof. | can | Uhe houss ssams 10 be as full as & rabe with an lrvn band the hoel. fe
the shrill, broksn whimpsriag of a | lefL Holmes advanced slong it in the | #04 | shall be smapectod of having & press It Lmek, and hore la the roof f1- | biv-warren.® In & middl-aged mon. much e : £ . ”
htened woman. same siow and methodical way, while | a4 I8 It Oh, yua. | am ware [ ohall.  self, oping av & #etle sogle. Thia, | “1think you very much reonllest me. |and hos been & convict.  Thees Bt %
“Tils Mra Bernstome.” sald Hholte. | we aloss 8% his besls, wilth one Bt Pou doe't Wink 0. wentlemca? them, s the way by wilch Namber One | Mr. Athelney Jones,” said Holmes. dleatinna may be of some waeistanes N & R
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