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“A FIRST CLASS SOLDIER"
BY JAMES M. THOMBON
Publisher of the New Orleans Item

A noldier's work is a man's work. good cause, fight and risk his life, if
The best men in America ure the men | 0eed be. is a poor sort of fellow, who
3 N the |1® 0Ot fit 1o hold much of a job any-
oniform, Next to these come where, 50 we look forward not only to
who would like to be in uniform, | the time when the men who are secur-
generally speaking the men in|ing the benefit of army training will
!be in demand for places of fesponsi-

x
nerica wh illing to|be in demand ¥

j.\“ L 5 ":.wn_mf T' b' Bkt r:'bjln'y in civil life, but toward the time

don their uniform and take a Wrn At{ b b his training will it many of

Tod they are fitted for a sol-[them for taking ever the conduct of

by health, age and train- | the great affsirs of the country.

ite mot seal Americans and are| The saving that “success ,mdam:-eq

e . PR i not &
wurih very much, but it is certainly trus that the man in

ool types of soldiers are as

Q00D share of the In

fuences working for the development of
soldler morals comes from outsids the ranks—the oficers, the

the bat there's &

back home,

the walfare- ko

sizable collection of influences at work in the ranks themselves. Certaln

at mess, Ome of th

a0
Every man in the army has to [
‘Tongue-and-brain art. *The Come-back” as s means of

rivalled only by the Manly Sclence
and whose shoulders belong to th
to defeat 8 whola aguad or platoon

by
™| dters would rather tske a beating than have to pocket the small L]
kidding match, nnmm.,mrmvmm;mm;mu
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undergo when the batteries of josh are turmed on him = taps under
secure cover of darkness is unequalled by the rack or the whole works of
the Spanish Isguisition—or even a balling-out by the Primary Loot.
The frst-class kidder often degenerstes into a bore.
Oftensr, ho Berves B2 B muporumurm.-:::m-nmm
n

+ | condiments in his company. When s bird grouses

on the 0. D. Kidder! Let him turn

loosa al! he's got The complainer

will retire under o cover-fire of graumbles, and ere loag his lamp fickers
and goes out. When the Mess Hicker breaks forth, allow the kidder

several seconds.

“G'wan the only Waldort you ever knew was Bill's Free Lunch or the
corner. Mesa!

Quick-and-Dirty on the
your life lill you joined the army.”
tively than n general order.

You never had a sqoare meal in

The kidder can stop mp every alley of complaint quicker than a dec-

laration of .

The Cobsclentious Objector is his pet thems. And the C. O. rarely
rbed Wi

specle loves nothing better

The Yelow-livered

that. He mever argues, He loads his belt with ammunition and shoots
trom & solping post. And llke all hyprocrisies, the one of e::lclnt.lou

objection draws the shortest breaths snd gots the Teast
. &I.lrt‘.!-three degres, heel-and-tos ridicule.

from unanwerables,

May the kidder be always with us. An army of them would make =
healthy fghting force.  And the German s the poorest kidder in the world.
He lsn't & sport, and he lsn't o kidder. His only wit I eroel. It has to
Burt—draw blood, so to speak—or It doesn't gualify,

THE GOVERNMENT OF FRANCE

By F. 0. BRAMHALL

One especial bond of sympathy be-
tween Americans and Frenchmen les
in the fact that just as the United
States represents and maintalns the
iden in the Weatern Hem-

y vwenty years | have been yniform bas no ion to make
other pecple. I don't be-1ag to how he is serving his country.
ne of thess men|Most men who are not in uniform feel
not have heen better off gven now that some explanation is
er man for a soldier’s train- ' necessary.
military life teaches 3 man| In the army ss elsewhere there is
tegpect, it teaches him 1o take bhound to be a difference among mer.
rs and obey them and thue it 3 855 5 great deal depends on how good
to give orders; The only man | 3 record a man rmakes as a soldier. All
st now who doesn't take |of my life I have heard veterans of
and obey some one is the the EMJ War use the expression in
Kaiser. and if he lives long encugh he |daccribing some man “and he was a
will learn Some folks profess to fed] fret clage soldier.” In the years to
sarty for the boys who are going it come that kind of a recommendation
the service and may have to face bul-jg gaing (o determine the careers of
1 The truth of the matter is that ‘bypdreds of thousands of the men
wery man who iy worth his salt has 3/ who are going to run America. And
ineaking or open envy of them. that is right The men who are going
And all of us know that the fellow o run this war right can run the coun-
who 15 unwilling te stand up for a'try right.

i{sphere, 8o France upholds it in the
Fastern. Yot Americans in France
will soon be struck by differences in
the forms und woys of action In gov-
ernment. Not only will they find nn-
tamilinr titles for familiar things, bot
they will occasionally fnd familiar

trict of about 100,000 people. Al
aro slected at once, for & term of four
yoars. The Senate has 300 members,
chosen in the &7 ts of
France by electoral colleges, most of
the electors being delagntes from the
town or commune councils. The Sen-
ators gerve -for nine years, nnd a
of them go out every three
years. 5
In the actual working of Parlls
mont, however, the American will

namen- applied to  guite
things. )

The Presldent of France, to begin
with, is & very different sort of officer
trom ihe President of the United
States, Although he fives in greater
elate and i surrounded with more
ceremony, his actual power fs but a
shadow of that of our chiaf magls-
trate. While the American president
wiglds the great powers of appoint-
ment to and removal from office, di-
rects ard controls the great army of
federal officers, manages according to

THE HONOR OF THE AMERICAN ARMY

When that grim old warrior, el | lous  than “;Jn” The :lmmml‘
i A Pawardsd to the counlry was no
real L itie, ted iBEcas "mﬂiipiu\-ed fn the roffers of the nation;
LELY o him attentioniy,wns held ue a teust for the edu-
t that eertald) mon of Chinese students at Amear-
werg louting | ican oniversities -
s hi | These are two ingidents In the miil-
it Mwm}w uuml| tary history of the United States of
wtronomical astri-f gy fop Syp Cthe citizens, have reason
de had disappeared | o pe proud
tory In Flanders wnother chapter has
vigor he rould som-! heen added
1 chaffoo nent a protest We have gone to the relief of
commander, s German|stricken France, We have pladged
iving heen in the feldjall that we have and are. Io ful-
rmun (roops, the Ameri- Alment of our plediges we have placed
sbly thought the| a greal army in the couniry of our
was [he best, although| Ally.  Wa have ruined felds by our
ty wilquette demanded that the) military operation; have occupied
t add ¢ 1o the semior of-| honses: huve razed forcsts —all this,
| mind you. in behalf of France,
ancral C‘haffes that it|  The Aelds were owned by individ-
conslatent with the gal farmers, 30 wore the honses aud
ot the armies of L!u:| s, 1o, were the forests, The fields,
{hat they whould permit|the houses and the forests wore all
Hut it was 4 that the French peasants and land-

g tn the Hup com- | gwnors had  1f the Hon conquered

fre
. who curtly ackoowl they would be swept awey

receipt of the protest and de-| joing to France's aid in an expe-
ded to know why it hiad not ht.’!l:l|;ii1im| such as we have undertaken
ten ln German |it might have been reasoned that the

fiecduse of the international favor|porden of paving for what we saixad
1o the incident, the aothoritled (0 goupld rest opon our Ally. But our

wshineton wers compelled 1o ad-| rovernment did not so reason. Geo-
miulator a mild reboke to General|pra) Pershing sent to Wonhington a
Uhinffes, not becanse of the stand he|reguest for the passage of legislation
E taken But because his righteous) reimbursing everyone whose proper-
imbignation had led him to such vig-|iy had been taken. To reinforce his
orous statement  But General Chaf-|jrgoment, our Fisld Commander said
!

wis rewarded later with the|{hst any action sbort of this would|™

hlghest honors that could be be-|make our army suffer by comparison
stowed by a grateful government, and lwith the British, which bad paid value
amang his prized possessions for the|for value for everything taken or de-
of bia lite was a letter from the| stroyed
then VicePresident Theodors Moose- Action was prompt. The Congress
velt telling him that the Hennbllr.len;ru_-d the necded legislation, But
would slways be grateful to him, not|it is with pardonabla pride that we
alone for his achievements but for| who are Americans recall that our
what the Amerlcan soldiers had not' action in the China campaign set a
b wermitted to do utandard recognized and adopled by
When the Indemnitizs were pald,|the British, that 8 thoroughly In
the American nation showed that it|keeping with the high alms we have
counted some things far more pre- proclaimed.

nig own judgment the foreign affairs
of the nation, and urges upon Con-
gress and the country the policies In
which be personally belleves, none of
these things are true of the French
President,

(Cabinet Governs Country

1t in in France the Cabinet, not the
President, which manages the affaira
of the fepublic, and vven though ne-
tion is taken in the name of the Presi-
dent, everybody knows that the Cabi-
net is responsible for it. The Pre-
mier i3 & much more powerful man
than the President.

Nor Is the French Cabinet at all
like the American one. It is a groap,
of about a dozen men, who sre the
leaders of the Chamhber of Dapaties
{corresponding to our Honse of Rep-
resentatives) snd the Senate, and
who speak for the majority In the
Chamber. The Premier is chosen by
the Preaidont boeauso he can spoak
for that majority and because they
will follow his leadership; the Pre-
mier chooses the other members of
the Cabinel. They stay in office and
direct the goveromeoi until the
Chamber of Deputies, by vote, tells
them that it no longer approves their
eonduct, whereupon they must all re-
#ign and let & new cabinet take their
place. The Cabinet, thersfore, is the
center of the French Government;
not, as In United Btates, s group
which the President may consult but
whose advice he need not follow, but
one which actualiy wields the power,
subject to the approval of Parlia-
ent.

The Parlisment is not unlike owr
Congress in its general outlines. The
Chamber of Deputies 18 composed of
601 members, elected by universal
manhood soffrage, each from a dls-

find many- from that of
Congress; and those mainly because
France has not two great national
politieal parties us we have und as
the British have. Instead, we find in
the French Parliament a dozen little
groups, withoot strong party disci-
pline, formlng and dissolving cambl-
nations ta suppert or to overthrow
Cabinets.  Kvery Cabinel, conse-
guently, must represent nol a siogle
party but a group of more or less
harmonious ones; and that makes it
necessary for n French Promler to
be n very skillful manager of men
if he is to last very long In offico

Departments Tmstead of Btates

Beneath the Natlonal Government
with 118 reat at Paris, thers are, of
course, local governments. France
has, however, no Siates llke ours,
with  their dlstinct constitulions
which the central government can-
ool encroach upon. They are all cre-
mted by laws passed sl Paris, and
they are much more closely directed
and managed, all over France, by
nutional officers than our local gov-
ernments are,

France is divided Into 87 Depart-
ments, each of which [ directed by
o Prefect appointed from Parls, with
large powers. Each Department s
divided Into four or five Districis or
Arrondissements, and they in turn,
into some elght or nine cantons; but
neither of these plays any large part
in the Frenchman's life.

At the basis of Fremch Govern-
ment, however, stands the most an-
clent of French units of government,
the Commune. The Commune cor-
responds pretty much to our town-
ghip. It may be a town or village
or city; it may be purely rural. It
may be a few acres, or many thou-
sand In extent. It may have a hand-
tul of people, or hondreds of thou-
sands. Every one has Its mayor and
Its communal council, both directly
alected by nll male French citizenn
over twenty-one years of age, and
pach 14 vested with the powers which
bring g clogest h th:
care of health, local orders, morality,
local public works and public utility
servlces.

It is in the 36,000 French com-
munes that Freoch democracy finds
its most parmanent expreasion.

CHANGES CONSIDERED
Announcement has been made by
the Quartermaster General that a
number of changes in the uniforms
of enlisted men are under considera-
tlon but no eb

ORIGIN OF "TANK"
The name “tank’ was given to the
mighty British fghting machines be-
cause for secrecy's sake they werd

In the unifeyms of officers,
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