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thev be lackin
the soldier vote e
session of the General Assembly should be called
to pass such measures as would extend the right
and the opportunity to every voter in the armed
forces to cast his or her ballot in the elections of
1944

We sincerely hope that this extension of the
absentee ballot law, long a disgrace 1o North
Carolina, will not be permitted to become the
filthy tool of greedy politicians such as i1 was be-
form reform measures were enacted several
vears ago, and we trust that in performing this
duty to our men in service the Governor, Gen-
eral Assembly and the Election Board will see
that the scandals of former yvears are not allowed
to be practiced with soldiers’ ballots.

These men and women are fighting fur decency
and honesty in government. To deprive them
of the right ta ballot for it now will bear hard on
present office holders when the soldiers return
if they are not permitted to vote their convictions
in the coming elections, While these men are
not fully cognizant of the happenings back home,
Ernie Pyie's columns in the past few davs shows
that many are not satisfied with the manner in
which things are going.
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The Rail Strike - - An Aftermath
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But. we doubt that Mr, Ickes will be given
charge of the battle now raging between leaders
of the raillway brotherhoods and their emplov-
ers. Mr. Ickes was given the right to break down
the bars held in place by the “Little Steel” for-
mula. and to prepare the pathway for inflation’s
economy-destroying armored force. His giving
into the coal workers could only have set anoth-
er, and this time dangerous precedent, by which
the price set-up was to be governed. For nearly
two vears labor had been controlled by the terms
of the “Little Steel” agreement, and strikers had
tough going in their appeals to the War Labor
Board. Nor would John L. Lewis have found it
any easier. But when the matter was taken from
the board's hands and given over to Mr. Ickes,
who knew little and evidently cared less about
the “hold the line"” policies, Lewis had an easv
victim for his bullying tactics.

Few believe that the grave threat to our whole
system of railroad transportation would now be
facing this nation if Mr, Ickes had held the line
upon the coal min Asg it is, hardly anv con-
ference or series of conferences between the rail-
road brotherhood lenders and government offi-
cials: will lewd 1o anv other satisfactory setile-
ment of the difficult/ss than an increase in wa-
ges for this already highly paid group of work
men

The handling of the proposed settlements are
discussed by the Charlotte Observer t
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Ronsevelt had the porver,
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o o breach of thik mapni-
rder oul of chios

o have lost that maglc (ouch—and
lost it especially with labor which has been the pe-
culiar ben ¥ ul his sympathetic and puartisan
views and policies

And the INew York Herald-Tribune comments
on the piece-nical manners of administrative ac-
tion:
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Ar. Rocgevelt s pow paying.” it says, “lor the
errore, the wnstes, the frictions and mistrusts en-
gradersd throughout his precedent-brenking ra.
reer in office. He ls puying for the group rivalries
fostered by the New Deal and the grave Soubits set
in motina by the broach of the American tradition
as to Presidontial tehure. He |a paying now be-
cause the framework of national duty and sacri-
fice was not erecied muarely and hl‘f‘\!‘.’iﬂ! in the
days when the nationn! danges

Was auoaren! !a
all, byt was run up in bits and Fleces, sn that the
gtruciure Iy still incomplete, s4lll mnetrieal
when he peril suems less rgent .

By immediate past performaness of govern.
ment officials we cunnot expect o satisfaot
sohution to the railway worker's difficulties fron
administrative sources, nor has Congross shown
anv '.\'i!lli'-‘."!t'.w o 'll.';::'—:[.d-'- any domeslic efond-
my program that wiil help stem the tide of la-
bor's dissatisfaction

Perhaps some Congressional action on subsi- |
dies would take away the chief argument the
railmen have for their strike, Otherwise the po- |
tential inflationary power of a 30 per cent in-
crease in wages for 1,300,000 rail workers will be
loosed upon this nation with its full destructive
power to upset the price control system. And if
this second large group of workers Is allowed to
bludgeon its way into greatly increased earnings,
then other unions in other vital industries can be
expected to add further trouble to those of the
wage adjustment bodles,

This strike and the others to come are but an
aftermath to the unwise and unjust Increases
allowed the recaleitrant Lewis, and other unor-
thodox “adjustments” made by the administra-
tion.
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OPINIONS and SENTIMENTS

From Other Editors

L ad -
Over The Moon.
(Charlotte Observer)
With Fal the warld hungrey and the other hali
Clo tighten ils belt still fur-
1 cow by 4 rote vialuable than ever
It | brought a bid of 310,000

in. That'sa far ery from
the bauncing he Id in the old days for six
dollars su the family might continue 1o exigt un-
il the first bale of eotton was tiuken to town,

That cow is valued at exactly the same as a
congressman for a vear. Itis doubtful if there is
any person in the country who would pay from
his private funds that amount for a congressman.
That's more than a gencral gets. You could buy
i high class executive for the price of that bovine
or a nice house or a swimming ponl in Holly-
woad,

Such a cow! Such a pedigree! She must be
descended from the one that jumped over the
moon. She's going up.

i

Child Psychology Tale

Ot an aueis

I Manchester Guardian)

An earnest student of child psychology, alsb a
parent, firmly believed that children should be
given everything they asked for, thinking that if
the Id was carly appeased the Ego would develop
properly later. The poor man, faithful' to his
theory, tried it on his daughter, who refused her
food at lunch one day. “Well, dear,” he said,
“what would you like to eat?” “A worm out of
the garden, please Daddy.” -Faithful Daddy
brought a worm out of the garden. “But Daddy,
I wanted it cooked!"” The worm was cooked and
served again.  "Oh, but Daddy, I want you to
eat hall.” Daddy, concealing his nausea, swal-
lowed half 4 worm. “Daddv.” said the child,
“that’s the half T wanted!"
—T3

Leadership From Virginia

{(New York Herald-Tribune)

The Richmond Times-Dispatch advocates in
an outspoken and calmly reasoned editorial the
repeal of Jim Crow laws for streetears and buses
in Virginia as “the truly conservative course.”
The repeal would be, it says, “the greatest single
step toward better race relationships taken in
any Southern State for decades,” The reason
it 15 deemed conservative is that otherwise Sou-
thern Negro leaders, who earnestly desire that
relationship problems be settled in the South it-
self by the people who live there. white and
black, will f:: or>ed to  surrender - to racial
spokesmen “demanding the complete abolition
of all diserimination over night.”

The leadership of Virginia, one of the greatest
of Southern States, which itself has nearly one-
fourth Negro population. would weigh more in
the South than all sutside efforts from whatever
souree to force change. And who, cognizant of
the unteal achievement resulting from post-Ci-
vil War attempts to abolish all diserimination by
flat, can belleve that it would not result in more
real achieverment®

No eritie from the North could state the case
aguinst white do-nothingism better than does
the Times-Dispateh: “The time hos come when
the white South must domore than issue pious
statements about loving ant understanding the
Negro if it os to build a firm foundation for

wisi

amicable race relations in this region.”

For Virginia to take the first areat tradition-
bredking step would, indeed, be a  heartening
thing
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They Remember

(Chiristian Science Monitor)

We went on a record flight to Poland . . . We
ran out of gas just a5 we got back to England and
succeeded in making a erash landing. No one
was bruised, scratehed, or even shaken up. but
the plane was. The Lord was with us

An American pilot, Lieut. Gustave S. Holm-
strom of Brooklyn, wrote this to his mother after
his twenty-first successful mission over the Eu-
ropean Continent. On his twenty-second. his
plane was shot down over Germany, but he is re-
rn_:rh-d safe and a prisoner. “The Lord was with
iim again," said his mother, on hearing the news.

Many a daring fighting man who exposes him-
self to extreme dangors does so  after trusting
himself to the Almighty. Roy Davenport. skip-
per on an American submarine, pravs dailv, his
shipmates sa Hiz exploits are legendary
around Pearl Tarbor

Laughing, rollick

maintain an oulw:

1g fighters in uniform may
d devil-may-care attitude,

but $C SaME Men inrany instances are secret-
| Fenglencd because of their reliance on God
Hundreds of them remember those w of the

"Because thou has
thy habitation; t

t made the
iere shall no evil be-

Ninety-first Psalm
Lord
fall thee,”
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ADDED EVIDENCE

OF POLITICAL SWING
WASHINGTON —Most interesting

and perhip st signdficont ehnng

iy the lust did not show it-

solf until the detailed final retun
come fn, Now 4 wanth Bos po®ed
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wihieh 15 alea N 1, e Demoorat-

le poll was only )
the Repubtlican,

Some asttribute this almost evon
split in Harlem to the foct that |
Negro candidate was Tunning to be
a city court justice (he wan).
PHILADELPHIA RACE

But the same symptoms wore evi- |
dent also in Philadelphin where
there is no counterpart of the Tam-
miuny Democratic machine which
has run Harlem. There, the Repub.
licans won the Negro 30th ward by
1,500 (during the New Deal, it has
becn Democratic by 1,500, the sev-
enth ward by 2,500 (usually Demo-
cratic by 3,000), also the 44th, 20th,
2nd, and 47th wards—and this was
aguinst Bill Bullitt, the President's
friend, for whom Mrs. Rooseveit ap-
peared on the platform.

Thiz changeover i1 the Negro vote
was suggested in advance by some
Negro ecducators and leaders and
gomie Negro newspapers fuking the
position, at a religious epnvention
and otherwise, that further support
of the administration was not war-

sl

out of 8,500 cast

voles more thian |

rontod. !

Labor leaders, on the othor hand, |
just could not hold their people Dems-
ocratic, with CIO support, the AFL |
offivial. who ran for governor un-
successfully in New Jersey, was able |
to il the full labor vote only in |
Camden county (shipyards, CI10)
UNION STRONGHOLD

Elsewhere in union stronghalds
through the thickly

in the case of a candidate who nad
CIO. AFL, the national adminisira-

Such detalled evidence, on top of
the already noticed decline in power
of the American Labor party in New |
York, the San Francisco mayoralty
restlt, Dotroit and Kentucky, obvi
ously confirm & national labor spiit- |
voie |
. - .

LESS THAN NINETY DAYS?

judge in the stock market does not
believe the Nazis can last more than
60 to 90 days mare, and 1 would not
but what his guess might
prove correct. | know of a manager
of & Fifth nvonue hotel who has been
receiving letters from people asking
reservations for a victory parade
which has not even been scheduled
or cohidered. That kind of guess-
ing costs less money than the stock
market and i& more indefinite.

It is true thut some officials will |

speak of n costly campaign of in-
vasionto come in 1044, but they gen-
erally also mention “decisive
events'” winch they say nre ot hand.
They are likewise un sound militory
ground, even i events make thom
scem unrcasonable. A general nat-
urally must measure war prospects
upon his own plans rather than in
unexpected capitulation of sn en-

" Yl .
EEPUBLICAN LINE-U'P

Mr. Willkie 8nid in Wisconsin that
Governor Dewey could not run be-
cause he promised. This is true, yot
practically all the ranking men of
politics In both parties in the East
currently consider Dewey as almost
8 certuin noninee,

Their reasoning is not hard to {al-
low. Ohio's Governor Bricker |s
now officinlly out secking delegates,
as predicted. The Favorite Son
movement {(of which Mr. Willkie
wlso  complained) is  spreading
through the West from the eastern
Hepublican centers previousiy elted

industrialized |{frain
gections of the state, Revublican |w
Walter Fdge got the majorities {ex- |ing and =opping the oncoming 1
cepting only Boss Hague's district). |
Thus the changeover showed even 1But triuinmoen kay thelr

in this volumn.  The lion's share of
the South (old Tafr fellewing) is gen- |
erally attributed 1o Bricker,

It you count all the r 2 for Will
kie, it will be only siouci 5 tln up

the convention tema =™ oy pres
venting Bricker or a ! ‘o rm
from getting a no Jori e
castern lenders, ot ror oWy
| eertainly will ba o ke
can npee! this obvious b siy by
winning & majorl: of 1 e o
by tying ap with the Fu . .0 Sons

whom he &
afainst hame

canain
and pubs
be readily seen that Dewey can win
againgt him—without campuigning

recogrires
has evervit
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For it|is the everlasting

makes it\such a vital force in 0
isone ofd never ending 1}@{1{}(1 of
While it is true that the
. A
since last Christmas have be

A

as been shaken by the
Jer of guns. This thunder echoes

of the Prince of Peace.

ity, like the rest

more celebrate

per sees no irony in
message of

se of Christmas tha
lives. That hope

eaccon Earth?
solumns of this paper
"h\dominzltmf'11)-'.__t_l1c

effects of the war lords op Ull'f'\l'l(_}rll'l'.ll way ‘t:f
living—we know, thu\r\ thc\pe:m-\-‘kl\‘m_g “little”
men of gnuﬁwill far outnumber the t‘\:l. _
These “hrgle” pL\Tplc \l{q. lhc\ffltm;m.\nf this
community and other communitigs like i And

3 YA T \ op
it was for these same “lictld peoplethat Cliriat
came into this world 1943 years ago.

LN
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So Lhnsnn‘gs belongs to them and \not to
those who plunge the world intg darknek\.

Let this true spirit of Christmas dominate

your thinking and you

can say to all your

friends as we now say to you-

A Wesry Coristmas *

POOLE'S MEDLEY

By 0. SCOTT POOLE

Cald weather  kills  insects. uand
“tallows’ the soil to a gBreal extent,
but cold Increases the suffering  of
peaple tn owar torn  countries.  who

have no fuel, and no food, or but BUe | witkoont

ni boewl

The Chinese with American nirmern
have driven the fhe
world's greates

oul

Jaips af
rice bpwl: Hud tho
ofd ot Hong Kong, and
1l have bern shor,
tave had o g od por-
prosuctive
wil)

The J
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tion of ke
lands. Ho
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wlid's most
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The nowspapers huve criticised the
erews imvalved in that railroad
risck on thg A C. L. for not signal.

magh the wrecked train
:!"‘III‘!" wore
mude, but were ineffective hecause ol

that run

Fweather conditions,

Alrmen desire six months to slop
the un's and that would save the
life of many men, if it enn be done.
Th-* flghting now going on in Ttaly is
vy destructive of Lives of the men
on L. sddes. T would be glad
learn that the War Department is to

and not =a expensive gs other medns

relies Dugines

'wealth 1
{pither closs
\wealth is the only mehsure of
to | considere !

leaust ceuses 1o pxplode

warfare.
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wif country hos never been a
landurapber, It wis said Julius Cea-
par left every country he conquored
under o belter government than they
hatt before. That might have been

engy to sav nt that perind of the

World's histors
The Ru w hove o democracy
na g itthat  Thpy are said

y have made winderful progress dur-
the past twenly-five years oOf
Feurs to get

autitry hig suf-
vy, exeent

fored awlull
i morale

It Jooks pow jike the
therhoots will strike,
vanee (i pay they deny

know canditions—the reisosns for i

attitude, but 1 for one, would not vote
Lo strike gt g time like this, nomatter
what their reas ne [or the course they
are taking Later these inatters may

b adjusted

The world s prejudiced  against
cinitalis T, corporations, syndicates,
all ergomizntions under which capital
! sep no Teason why
mon cont ot be brothevs, whether em-
ployer employe This  world’s
not particulacly helpful to
it the sordid world-
worth

ur

This should be & better world, a

[give thp airmen dll the time they ask. | world purified by fire, ufter this holo.

A man Whotn 1 Betiive s the best I:Thnl bombing provess s destructive

There s a
(Continued vn page oight)
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FOR THEM TO COME HOME TO.
7O HELP SECURE "PEACE ON EARTH.” '




