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Plan for US 401
shows ingenuity

The plan to set aside money carmarked for construction of
aproos on US Highway 401 and to use the funds for building
another two lanes, shows ingenuity and a spirit to get things done
that has not been evident in Hoke County for a number of years.

Local officials hope to use the $187,000 targeted for the aprons to
obtain additional state and federal funds and construct at least one
mile of four lane highway.

However, the flaw is that the state Department of Transportation
kmmwmmmyandmndghﬂyunthefunds
inmhummylfﬂokeCoumydouwmthem.

mmmmmum.mm. Danny
DeVane and other members of the local Legislative ion are
combining forces t0 make the plan work and 1o get the additional
money needed for the road.

Hollers is hoping to convince other DOT board members that
nvin'mouylsnoubadidu,andlhuputﬁnuheapron funds in
escrow could be vital to getting some quick relief for the narrow and
dangerous Hoke County portion of the highway.

The officials pulling to make the 401 plan work are dealing with a
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funding highway improvements the conventional way.
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We applaud the effort, and encourage those who want the im-
provements made to Highway 401 to keep trying.

School board should
start facing public

Members of the Board of Education are now saying they are con-
cerned about students living in Hoke County sneaking off to attend
schools in the ing area.

Apparently a number of students prefer the schools which are
closer to their homes and which have a reputation for providing
quality education.

Allhw;hsoﬁdimprovcmentsmh:ingmademhnpmvelhis
county’s schools, unfortunately the image of education here is not
the highest.

Local educators are making an effort to put the word out about

'bsiihminlhclchooklndtobuﬂdbenerpubﬁcpu.'
ticipation by encouraging active PTA's.

However, the responsibility of waging a campaign to improve the :
quality and reputation of the Hoke County schools should come
from members of the Board of Education, who have failed in their
roles as ambassadors to the public.

Board members should be facing teachers, taxpayers, parents and
wﬂmumammbﬁswdaamiuwhumwbedoneto

upnadethesynqnandtheimmoflhismunty'sschools.
Onephnmi;htbelochanpthesiuortheboud'smeeﬁwuch

mouhwadiﬂmadnoolhﬂnoomty.
mmeﬁnpmubewbﬁdmdinmmmdapubﬁcfm

ofmmuﬁommdmeou!dbeincludeduaporﬁonofthe

regular session.

Curreatly the school board members sequester themselves in the
county office building and give the impresssion that they prefer to

meet without the public in attendance.

mmuhisthmmepnblicfeehshutwtofthesynem.mdthm :
board members are not responsive to ideas for making education

better.

If members of the Board of Education are concerned about local
students seeking a “‘better’’ education in other counties and about

the reputation of the Hoke County schools, then they should start -

facing the public and trying to make improvements.
After all, that is the job they are elected to do.
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Letters

To The Editor

Oxendine served
this county well

To the Editor
It was a sad occasion for me to
read that Earle Oxendine was retir-
ing from the Hoke County School
system because of medical reasons.
I know from personal experience
that the system is losing a talented
faithful professional educator.
I was privileged to have worked
1 with Earle for seventeen years. In
all of those years I found him to be
a man dedicated to children and a
professional in every sense of the
word.
Earle has a rare quality few in-

the statement,

“‘l work at the will and pleasure
L of the superintendent and the

Board,”" he meant it.

Many of the assignments the
) Board gave him were difficult and
demanding. He never complained.
His approach to them was made
with vigor and understanding of
the job at hand. Sadly, I doubt if
collectively he has ever been thank-
ed for a job well done.

I was privileged 10 call him
friend. He never betrayed the trust
I placed in him.

Madilyn

\ dividuals possess. When he made

of you who have ever

business, as in other areas, came as
a result of hard work and not
because he was born rich.

Like most of us, Harris loves
this country and like many of us,
he is concerned about its leaders.
Ronald Reagan proved to be the
man who captured the ideals of
Harris Blake. Harris saw that in-
flation was 13.5% and the prime
rate 21.5% at the beginning of the
Reagan Administration. Now it is
4.5% and 12.5% respectively, and
this seems to him to be no coin-
cidence. Harris wants to do all he
can to help the President in his bat-
tle for economic recovery. Conse-
quently, in February of this year,
Harris Blake declared his can-
didacy for our district.

In addition to his support of the
present economic program, Harris

believes that our best deterrent
against war is a strong defense. As
a Korean War Veteran, he has a
great respect for our Armed
Forces.

Like so many of us, Harris feels
that the federal government has
become too large and too

i ing. He favors more con-
trol at the state and local levels.

Closer to home, Harris is ada-
mant to protect our textile industry
and would never have supported
the bill granting “*“Most Favored
Nation™ status to Red China
which led to the closing of textile
mills throughout North Carolina,

Raised on a farm himself, Harris
supports our district’s tobacco and
agricultural industries. He is very
aware of Hoke County and its peo-
ple and is looking for oppor-
tunities to meet many of you.

On November 6, Harris Blake's
name will appear on your ballot, If
President Reagan is your choice,
Harris is your man for Congress.

Sincerely,
Mary Neil King
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Trade still

By

N.C. Farm Buresu Federation

American farmers continue to
have a vital interest in interna-
tional trade.

Farmers note with alarm the
general decline in world
agricultural trade and the loss in
overseas sales of U.S. agricultural
exports since fiscal year 1981.

For 13 years in a row, U.S.
agricultural exports broke the
record of the preceding year. This
string of successes in export
markets was broken in fiscal year
1982 when the value of U.S. farm
exports dropped from $44 billion
to $39 billion. Exports declined
further in 1983 to less than $35
billion, although prospects for
1984 offer some improvement,
with a forecast of $37.5 billion.

Some of the factors producing
this sluggish export picture are:
oversupply on a market weakened
by a severe worldwide recession,
shrinking world trade, increasing
foreign production, international
currency relationships that result
in overpricing of U.S. exports,
shifting trade patterns because of
the use of U.S. food exports as an
instrument of foreign policy, and
increase in protectionism and un-
fair trade practices.

Many developing countries
benefit from favorite tariff treat-
ment under the Generalized
System of Preferences (GSP) and
receive U.S. economic assistance.
These countries must be made to
realize that their reliance on trade
restrictions, quotas, tariffs and

Weather alerts

The parcel service man was at the front door, He handed me a
medium sized box wrapped in brown paper and wished me a happy

birthday. It was June.

*‘If we had only known then, I'd have given it back to him," I told my

wife last week.

Inside the box was a weather radio with an alarm to warn listeners
of *“‘possible’” impending violent conditions. There was a note,
which read: ‘“We are concerned about you keeping up with the
elements. Living where you do, it's important to know what is going
on.” The note was signed: “‘A loving relative.”

We were delighted to get the device.“We won’t have to rely on
our instincts anymore,’’ | said enthusiastically.

Last spring when devastating tornadoes struck, pur instincts had
failed. The only clue we had the world was being ripped apart 12
miles from us was when the cable television went out. The new radio

would change that.

We could push a button at anytime and hear the latest National
Weather Service report on climatic conditions. If violent storms

tery

: forecasts, the alarm would sound, night or day. A bat-
pack would keep the radio working during power failures, the

had told us the sky was clear.
10/bed, we had seen the stars, a red sky at night and

non-tariff barriers invites similar
actions from other countries and,
therefore, works against their
economic development.

The U.S. must fight even harder
to gain better access to markels
such as Japan and counter unfair
trade practices such as the Euro-
pean Community's export sub-
sidies in third world country
markets.

Because of the curremt export
situation, the need has beccome
more acute for actions that
stimulate exports such as increased
use of Commodity Credit Cor-
poration export credit, PL 480
programs, trade missions and
other market development ac-
tivities and private sector trade in-
novations.

The citizens of the county will
never fully appreciate the great
part he played in the smooth con-
solidation of the schools.

My prayers shall be for his full
recovery. Knowing Earle like 1 do
he will give it his best shot. Good
luck, my friend. I thank God for
letting me pass your way.

Raz Autry

If you like Reagan,
you will like Blake

To the Editor:

Please allow me to introduce a
friend of mine whose future may
indirectly affect your own, My
friend is Harris Blake who many of
you already know through his
work in the Fayetteville Presbytery
and in the Kiwanis Club. For those

Warren Johnston
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““There is a tornado watch for the area. An updated advisory is
being prepared,”” the recorded voice from the Weather Service said

following the 3 a.m. siren.

We listened intently from the closet where we had taken shelter.

““An updated advisory is being prepared,’’ the voice continued at
3:45 a.m. when we turned the radio off. .

L let Calhoun in the house. He had been in the yard, watching an
occasional small cloud drift across the full moon.

He is sort of a stay-at-home dog. I knew he had no interest in a
trip to Oz on the wings of a tornado. The cat, who has similar feel-
ings about traveling, crawled into the bed beside us.

““Here it comes. Everybody back in the closet,” I said a few

minutes later when 1 heard a

We grabbed the animals and piled

rumbling.
the hanging clothes.

Calhoun and the cat had a slight altercation. I sat on the cat. Things
calmed down, and the distant roar blew its whistle. It was the 4 a.m.

train

passing.
We returned to bed and drifted back to sleep.

““What time is it,” my wife shouted after the alarm sounded

again at 4:30 a.m.

““There is a tornado watch for the area. An updated advisory will
be prepared momentarily. Thirty minutes later, when we were still

make for disastrous night

waiting in the closet for the precise word, | unplugged the radio.

Our pulse rates slowed. We went back to sleep.

“‘What time is it,”’ I shouted at 5:20 a.m. when the alarm sound-
ed for the third time. We had forgotten to remove the batteries.

““This is Tornado Advisory 354. The following counties are under
a tornado watch....,"” the voice said.

After noting that the closest county under the watch was more
than 150 miles from our house, we removed the batteries, submerg-
;d 3gae radio in a bathtub full of water and went back to bed. It was

:30 a.m.

At 5:45 a.m., the cat decided my arm needed remodeling and

began to affectionally mold it with his claws,

I decided the cat needed to learn to fly and lovingly tossed him
across the room.

He landed 10 feet away on top of Calhoun, who decided the cat
needed to improve his physical conditioning. The two of them
started on a 10 kilometer race down the hall.

The cat won the event when Calhoun wiped out making a turn on
athmwm;mdmhedim.othechimclbinet.

Dhnhmnw.MouoftheﬁcdmmuyiuM"itwﬂd
have been worse.”

.mmmdhhubavebaenrmoud.mdwmhcttordylu
mwmfwmfom.}uhmbmfamywuﬂ
imdou.bothcnlﬁounmmmwouuhvnbmmm
way to Oz, but instead we put them back in the yard.

Mmumﬁmhm.mmdﬂnotpwt.m

windorutndldnoduwmhm_bmufuulmm-
cerned the night Diana struck was a disaster.



